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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

     Recently, I was meditating on the inclusiveness of Jesus’ love. I was quiet. I was 

listening. I began seeing beautiful visions of people coming together across cultural, 

economic, and ethnic, human made divisions. It took discipline to just be open. Finally, I 

gave in and asked where I might see an example of these visions. Later, I opened an email 

devotion from the National Cathedral listed below. God’s timing is so interesting.  Our pray 

challenge is to look for ways to live this word of God, sharing the good news with everyone. 

As we look past the human made divisions into the Spiritual possibilities that are led by the 

Spirit of our Lord, we might truly live the word of God. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Shari 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Rev. Patrick Keyser, Priest Associate 

  

Easter 19 

Acts 8:26-40 

 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and 

went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 

Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and 

was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the 

Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard 

him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 

He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in 

and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so 

he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 

describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked 

Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 

proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they 

came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me 

from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and 

the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out 

of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, 

and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 

passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 

came to Caesarea. 

 

The entirety of the Acts of the Apostles can be thought of as an unfolding of Jesus’ 

proclamation to his disciples in its opening chapter, ‘you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’ (Acts 1:8). 

Though the message of Jesus’ resurrection was first proclaimed in Jerusalem, it 



 

was never meant to be contained as merely the good news for those first followers 

of Jesus. It was good news for all people, and as it spread it shattered every 

boundary of human construction. 

 

The story of the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch from Acts 8 demonstrates this 

point in an especially powerful way. For those who first heard this story, Ethiopia, 

which is over 2000 miles from Jerusalem, was likely the far reaches of the known 

world. The story is remarkable not only because of this man’s place of origin but 

also because of his sexual identity. As a eunuch this man would not have been 

permitted to worship in the Jerusalem Temple under Mosaic Law (Deuteronomy 

23:1). He was confined to the margins of established religious life as these early 

followers of Jesus understood it. But boundaries that separated are broken down 

as the very Spirit of God drives Philip to share the good news with this Ethiopian 

eunuch. As we see that this message is indeed to be shared with all people, we 

see too the immediacy of the message. Having heard the story of Jesus from 

Philip, the Ethiopian eunuch immediately asks to be baptized. ‘Look, here is water! 

What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ The answer, of course, is nothing, 

and so Philip immediately baptizes the eunuch. And then Philip was gone, 

mysteriously taken away by the Spirit. But that didn’t really matter, because Philip 

was not the focus; Jesus was. And having heard the story and received the gift of 

baptism, the Ethiopian eunuch ‘went on his way rejoicing’ and spread the good 

news of Jesus into his own land. 

 

The gospel message continues to spread in our own day, with the same 

immediacy and the same boundary shattering energy as it did almost two thousand 

years ago. Though humans may build barriers to divide ourselves, we trust that the 

Holy Spirit works to break down divisions and bring us together. May God give us 

the grace, like Philip, to proclaim this message of love to all people in our own day. 

 

Faithfully, 

Patrick+ 



 

Holy God, no one is excluded from your love, and your truth transforms minds of all 

who seek you: As your servant Philip was led to embrace the fullness of your 

salvation and to bring the stranger to Baptism, so give us all the grace to be 

heralds of the Gospel, proclaiming your love in Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Churches prepare to re-enter well  

Churches in the Baltimore-Washington Conference are following local government 
directives and are not meeting on-site for worship until it is safe to do so in accordance 
with BWC's re-entering well process. Conference camps are closed until Aug. 9 and the 
Mission Center staff continues teleworking as the Mission Center in Fulton is closed.  
 

More information on re-entering well, which will be updated on a regular basis, is 

at www.bwcumc.org/re-entry.  

Prayer Requests 

Larry Younkins and Family 
Johnny Bartoszak 
George Pisacano 
Wally Hornbeck, neighbor to Rebecca and Dempsey 
Pastor Lyle Lane-Kristy's grandfather 
Fay Reese 
Patsy Eyler 
Louise Graybill 
Wade Young 
Werner Fitchen 
Cynthia-Edna's daughter 
Steve Ecker 
All suffering from the virus COVID-19 
Those working on the front lines 
Small business and their employees 
Farmers 
Those working in law enforcement, state and federal governments 
Leaders; political, religious, teachers, etc. 
Those suffering from food insecurity 
Those who have lost their jobs  
Johnsville United Methodist Church 
St. Paul United Methodist Church 
Carolene Will- healing 
Faith Richards in hospice care 
Chuck Coles- healing 
Valerie Bennett- Co-oworker of Paul McCourt 
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