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PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
 2nd Sunday of Easter - April 19, 2020 

 

* Please stand, as able. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 20) 

One: The risen Lord is among us. Put aside uncertainty.  

Many: Put aside doubt. Put aside skepticism. Put aside mistrust. Do not 

doubt, but believe. 

* OPENING HYMN         “Easter People, Raise Your Voices”          UMH 304 

1. Easter people, raise your voices,      2. Fear of death can no more stop us 
sounds of heaven in earth should ring.      For our pressing here below. 
Christ has brought us heaven’s choices;      For our Lord empowered us to 
heavenly music, let it ring.        Triumph over every foe. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Easter people, let us sing.  Alleluia! Alleluia! On to victory now we go. 
 



3. Every day to us is Easter, 
with its resurrection song. 

When in trouble move the faster 
to our God who rights the wrong. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! See the power of heavenly throngs. 
 

* OPENING PRAYER (Revelation 1) 

Eternal God, who was and is and is to come, you are Alpha and Omega, our 

beginning and our end. In you, O God, we move and have our being. Be the 

foundation of our strength, as we seek to bring your kingdom here on earth.  

Be the foundation of our courage, as we proclaim your glory for all to hear. 

We ask this in the name of the one who conquered the grave to bring us 

eternal life. Amen. 

 HYMN   “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee”                    UMH 623 

1. Here, O my Lord,                                   2.  This is the hour of 

I see thee face to face;                                banquet and of song; 

here would I touch and                                this is the heavenly  

handle things unseen;                                 table spread for me; 

     here grasp with firmer                                  here let me feast, and 

     hand eternal grace,                                      feasting, still prolong 

     and all my weariness                                   the hallowed hour of 

     upon thee lean.                                            fellowship with thee. 

           3. Here would I feed                               4.  Too soon we rise; 
               upon the bread of God,                                    the symbols disappear; 
               here drink with thee                                           the feast, though not 
               the royal wine of heaven;                                  the love, is past and gone. 
     here would I lay       The bread and wine 
               aside each earthly load,       remove; but thou art here, 
               here taste afresh                                               nearer than ever, 
              the calm of sin forgiven.      still my shield and sun. 

 

5. Feast after feast 

thus comes and passes by; 

yet, passing, points 

to the glad feast above, 

giving sweet foretaste 

of the festal joy, 

the Lamb’s great bridal 

feast of bliss and love. 

 

   PASTORAL PRAYER 

Eternal God, when the doors of our hearts are shut because of fear, be present to 



us and bless us with your Holy Spirit.  Eternal Christ, show us the marks of the 

holes in your hands and feet, that we might cast aside our doubts and proclaim 

with Thomas,“My Lord and my God!’” Be with all those who are ill and those on the 

front lines, who suffer from anxiety or are feeling isolated and in need of hope.  We 

give you thanks and praise for all the ways you keep us connected to one another 

and for the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray:  

THE LORD”S PRAYER 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 150         UMH 862 

RESPONSE ALL:  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

ONE:  1  Praise the Lord!  Praise God in his sanctuary; 

ALL:  praise God in his mighty firmament! 

ONE:  2  Praise God for his mighty deeds; 

ALL:  praise God for his exceeding greatness! 

ONE:  3  Praise God with trumpet sound; 

ALL:  praise God with lute and harp! 

ONE:  4  Praise God with tambourine and dance; 

ALL:  praise God with strings and pipe! 

ONE:  5  Praise God with sounding cymbals; 

ALL:  praise God with loud clashing cymbals! 

ONE:  6Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 

ALL:  Praise the Lord.    

RESPONSE ALL:  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

 

EPISTLE LESSON Revelation 1:4-8 

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him 

who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are 

before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us 

from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his 

God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! 

He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced 

him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 GOSPEL LESSON John 20:19-31  

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 



them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.’  

 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 

them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’  

 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 

with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My 

Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’  

 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

 SERMON “Digging Deeper in Doubt”   Rev. Shari McCourt 

The Sunday after Easter in the lectionary readings is Thomas Sunday. Some of 

us refer to him as “doubting Thomas.” I have always had an affection for Thomas 

because he said the things that most of us might have said or thought if we had been in 

his sandals. He is so very relatable. We really don’t know what he did for a living or from 

where he came. 

Thomas just appears in the second third of Jesus’ disciples listed. Thomas must 

have been a very faithful, loyal and trusted friend because he is first mentioned in the 

Gospel of John 11:16. The disciples were with Jesus when Lazarus, the brother of 

Martha and Mary was ill.  Jesus stayed an extra 2 days with them but then felt 

compelled to travel to Judea. The disciples were very concerned for Jesus because, as 

the disciples pointed out, people were wanting to stone him to death. They tried to 

convince Jesus to stay with Lazarus since he was ill. Jesus told them that there were 12 

hours of daylight and they needed to make the trip. It was Thomas who persuaded the 

disciples to travel with him for safety. Thomas said, “Let us also go, that we may die 

with him.” He is always mentioned as doubting Thomas but this was a man who was 

willing to give his life for Jesus. 

Thomas is mentioned next in the Gospel of John 14:5. Jesus loved his disciples 

very much but he knew that he would be leaving them soon as his death was not long 

from happening. He was trying to prepare them. He said to them, “Do not let your hearts 



be troubled. Believe in God and believe in me.  In my Father’s house there are many 

rooms.  If it were not so would I tell you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that were I 

am, you may be also.  And you know the place where I am going.” Thomas was the one 

who asked the question that we would have asked, he said, “Lord, we don’t know where 

you are going? How can we know the way?” We can hear the fear, concern, love and 

devotion from the questions of Thomas. Jesus goes on to explain that ‘He is the way, 

truth and life.’ 

Today’s reading from John 20 we meet Thomas again. He is grieving. Jesus, his 

trusted friend and teacher had been publically executed by the most humiliating means 

through crucifixion; and the disciples saw it happen.  Three days later the tomb in which 

he had been buried had been found empty. Think about how confusing that would have 

been to actually watch your friend die, and then to have the others claim that he was 

alive. Imagine the uneasiness to have been in the room when the resurrected Jesus 

entered the room and said, “Peace be with you.” Jesus took time to convince them and 

showed them his hands and piercing on his side. Again, he offered his peace and 

breathed on them the breath that they would receive his Holy Spirit. When we look at 

the story, we see that this was a corporate act.  Jesus came to them when they were all 

together. 

Jesus instructed them to forgive one another and live in the peace of Christ. The 

one who was not present was Thomas. Those who had been present were filled with 

JOY and attempted to share the good news of the resurrection with Thomas, but he 

was somewhere else and had not seen and experienced at the same time as those in 

the community. Thomas’s response was, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and 

put my finger in the wounds left by the nails, and put my hand into his side, I won’t 

believe.” I have wondered what Thomas thought that the disciples were up to by telling 

this strange story regarding his friend and teacher. The disciples, including Thomas saw 

Jesus die a horrible death and his body was laid in a new tomb. 

Thomas was not there to see this guarded tomb was empty on the 3rd day.  The 

stone had been rolled away. Thomas was not there when Jesus breathed on them his 

Holy Spirit to help their unbelieving to believing and having faith. Jesus filled them with 

his Holy Spirit so that they would be filled with his peace, love, hope and faith, so that 

they could share the good news of the faith in God through Jesus’ victory over death in 

the resurrection. It would have been difficult for Thomas to understand that God 

destroyed the finality of death through his son Jesus.  

God’s love for Thomas through Jesus is obvious. Like a Shepherd searching for 

a lost sheep. Jesus came again the next time when Thomas was present eight days 

later. The number eight is a number that means completion and fulfillment. Jesus 

entered the home church even though the doors were locked. We see in this story of 

Thomas how Jesus loves us enough to come again and again, no matter how many 



obstacles or locked doors we place in his way. Jesus transcends our barriers to bring us 

proof that He is a living Savior calling us to live in that peace, love and joy with one 

another. Unconditionally! Jesus met Thomas right where he was meeting his every 

need to help his unbelief. 

If we ever wondered if Jesus is listening to us . . . here is proof in the story of 

Thomas. And Jesus said, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your hand into 

my side.  No more disbelief. Believe!” Jesus called him by name and gave Thomas 

belief. Thomas responded to Jesus by saying, “My Lord and my God!” Thomas really 

loved Jesus and was so devoted that he was willing to give his own life to protect him. 

He wanted to understand what Jesus was saying. He wanted to know what Jesus 

wanted him to do. Thomas’s desire was to obey and serve Jesus in all things.  

When this story took place, Thomas was grieving. He just lost his teacher and 

friend. Many times when we are suffering loss we cannot see clearly. We are blinded by 

grief, sadness, despair and uncontrollable doubt. Thomas’s story is a good story for us 

to turn to—to see where digging deeper into our doubt asking questions that we need to 

ask helps us to grown in our faith. Thomas asked the questions that he needed to ask to 

help him to grow. Thomas asked and Jesus came to him calling him by name so that 

Thomas could hear the one and only clear voice that could bring him to his faith. 

Questioning is good! Questioning helps us to grow! In our prayers . . . digging deeper 

into our doubt staying with it until the Spirit of Christ takes us past our fear…brings us 

much closer in our relationship with Jesus until we too may hear the voice of the One 

who loves us more than we love ourselves.  Jesus meets us where we are. Loves us as 

we are, and breathes into us the faith that we need for new life in him, if we only ask 

Him. We can trust him in all things. Amen. 

   

As an Act of Worship: Giving Tithes and Offerings 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and 

offerings.  Even though the church building is closed, we still have financial 

obligations we need to meet.  The mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  

Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 

21791 

 

 Doxology:   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom 
all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures 
here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 



Praise God, the source 
of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, 
Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    

Offering Prayer: (Psalm 150, John 20) 

In our songs and in our words, we give praise to you, Lord. In our worship, 

study, and service, we bless you. Loving God, you breathe life into our 

mortal bodies; you complete us and fill our every need. For all that you 

have done; for all that you have given to us, we worship you. Beautiful 

savior, with all that we are, and with all that we have, we offer you our 

thanks and praise. Amen   

HYMN    “Thine Be the Glory”           UMH 308  

1. Thine be the glory,     Refrain 

risen, conquering Son;    Thine be the glory, 

endless is the victory    risen, conquering Son; 

thou o’er death hast won.    Endless is the victory 

Angels in bright raiment    thou o’er death hast won. 

rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded graveclothes 

where thy body lay. 

 

2. Lo! Jesus meets thee,    3. No more we doubt thee, 

risen from the tomb;         glorious Prince of Life! 

lovingly he greets thee,        Life is naught without thee; 

scatters fear and gloom.        aid us in our strife. 

Let the church with gladness                          Make is more than conquerors, 

hymns of triumph sing,       through thy deathless love;         

for our Lord now liveth;        bring us safe through Jordan 

death hath lost its sting.       To thy home above. 

Refrain         Refrain 

 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

Christ, who could not be contained by the grave, has brought us newness of life. Christ, 

who was raised from the dead, has given us the gift of the Holy Spirit. Go forth in hope 

and joy. Go forth with the blessings of God.  

 



 


