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Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal 

relationship with God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
 3rd Sunday of Easter - April 26, 2020 

 

* Please stand, as able. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

*Opening Hymn     “Blessed Assurance”                     UMH 369  

1. Blessed assurance,    Refrain 
Jesus is mine!     This is my story, 
O what a foretaste     this is my song, 
of glory divine!     Praising my Savior 
Heir of salvation,     all the day long; 
purchase of God,     this is my story, 
born of his Spirit,     this is my song, 
washed in his blood.    Praising my Savior 
       all the day long. 
 
 
 



2. Perfect submission,    3. Perfect submission, 
perfect delight,     all is at rest; 
visions of rapture     I in my Savior 
now burst on my sight;    am happy and blest, 
angels descending     watching and waiting, 
bring from above     looking above, 
echoes of mercy,     filled with his goodness, 
whispers of love.     Lost in his love. 
Refrain      Refrain 
 
*Call to Worship: (Luke 24) 
One: Stay with Christ, and Christ will stay with you. 
Many: Listen for God, and God will speak. 
One: Seek the Spirit, and the Spirit will be revealed. 
Many: For the Spirit is already here, inviting us to stay. 
 
*Opening Prayer (1 Peter 1, Luke 24) 
Eternal God, we are here, yearning to know you more fully. Stay with us as we 
worship this day. Reveal yourself in the words that are spoken, the hymns that 
are sung, and the love that we share with one another through the distance in 
your Son’s holy name.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy One, we long to recognize your presence, but the journey can be confusing. In the 
midst of our confusion, doubt, and weariness, reveal yourself with grace and love. We 
yearn to hear your voice, but noisy distractions and worry surround us daily. Cut through 
the distractions that overwhelm us, and bring clarity or your wisdom. We desire to touch 
the living water of your mercy and forgiveness. Grant us this life-giving water and the 
power of your enduring word, that we may know your forgiveness each and every day. 
In the name of the risen Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (1Peter 1, Luke 24) 
In the name of the risen Christ, we are forgiven and free. In the power of God’s enduring 
word, we are given new birth, and offered a community of resurrection and hope. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

*Hymn    “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”       UMH 349 

Turn your eyes     and the things of earth 
upon Jesus,      will grow strangely dim 
look full in his     in the light of his 
wonderful face, (wonderful face,)   glory and grace. 

 



SCRIPTURE READINGS 

EPISTLE LESSON: 1 Peter 1:17-23 

17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their 
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things 
like silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was 
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are 
set on God. 22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so 
that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have 
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 
enduring word of God. 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 24:13-35 

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles* from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that 
had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 
went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, 
‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, 
looking sad.* 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you 
the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place 
there in these days?’ 19He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about 
Jesus of Nazareth,* who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.* 
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 
22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that 
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those 
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did 
not see him.’ 25Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah* 
should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ 27Then beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost 
evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30When he 
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. 32They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us* while he was 
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 33That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. 34They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!’ 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  
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Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

SERMON     “Staying with Us”         Pastor Shari McCourt 

 Today’s text gives us insight on how we might have eyes to see Christ and 
have encounters with the living Christ who is available for us now and always. The Spirit 
of Christ stays with us in all things. 
 
 Luke 24:13-35 is the story of how two them, we assume “them” are Jesus 
disciples, but since one was named Cleopas the other could have been either another 
disciple or Mrs. Cleopas.  Different accounts give different insight as two the other one 
of them.  So two of them set out on Easter Sunday, on the road from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus - a distance of about seven and one half miles. They were met by a stranger 
walking along the same road.  They and began to talk to him about all that had occurred 
in the Holy City during the previous week. 
 
 This man - this stranger - responded to their grief, their dejection - their shock 
and horror - regarding what had happened to their friend and teacher, Jesus. They 
shared how Jesus, a good man, a prophet, a man powerful before God, and all the 
people, had been tortured, crucified, and buried. They were concerned and maybe 
disillusioned about how Jesus body had disappeared from the tomb. Maybe they 
remembered the stories told by prophets and the fulfillment of the law. Like many of us, 
we pray with faith and when it happens we say, “I can’t believe that it happened.” 
 
 In that journey Jesus, showed them how the scriptures foretold all that he did, 
and all that he suffered, even how he would die, and what purpose it served. The 
scriptures are a way to come to know God, to come to know Christ. John Wesley 
claimed that reading scripture is a means of grace. Many Christian’s meet Christ 
through the scriptures. We may begin to understand the forgiveness and the joy of 
which Jesus spoke, the strength, and the hope which he offered. In reading scripture, 
we may begin to embody the wholeness and the salvation for which he came, and for 
which he died, and rose again.  The Divinely inspired word of God has much to offer us. 
 
 Within the tradition of our church we are taught that the reading of scripture, the 
study of scripture, and the proclamation of the message of the scriptures are primary 
ways in which we meet God, and Christ. Prayer and witness are equally important. The 
experience of our human condition, every mood, for every need, for every feeling that 
we experience, can be found described in the Bible. 
 
 In the Psalms - and in the prophet Isaiah, and in many other places there are 
prayers to God echoed by those who have gone before us. Scripture, study, and prayer 
are ways in which we meet God and get to know him better. It is this study that we see 
a witness that the Spirit of Jesus is with us and has never left us.  
 
 The story of the two disciples who walked on the road to Emmaus tells us 
something more about how to get to know Christ. We learn something more about how 
we might recognize him, and how we might encounter him. It speaks to us of how Christ 
walks with us on our journey. Jesus displays in this text an act of profound intimacy - an 



act of trust - of honor -of friendship. This story demonstrates how Jesus listens, hears 
us, and helps us to discern our witness and how it might be used for his sake and glory. 
When they asked him to stay with them, Jesus stayed with them. 
 
 It was in the act of breaking of bread, and in the prayer of thanks given over 
that bread that the two, whose minds were clouded by anxiety and grief as they walked 
from Jerusalem to Emmaus, had their eyes opened. They recognized that the stranger 
who was with them was not a stranger at all. The stranger who they had invited into 
their home was the risen Christ. As they recognized Christ, they were filled with joy and 
excitement. Mr. and Mrs. Cleopas returned to Jerusalem to give witness to the disciples, 
and bring them the assurance that they needed. 
 
 The Church has long taught us that we come to know God/Jesus in the literal 
act of breaking bread and giving thanks. I believe that this story is telling us that we too 
come to recognize Christ in the spiritual meal we call, The Lord’s Supper. I am looking 
forward to when we gather together, next. May this time we spend apart keep us from 
ever taking for granted the freedom of worshiping together in the same place. May this 
time of physical distancing help us to prioritize our time together, when we are allowed 
to be together, again. 
 Let us keep connected by calling, texting, emailing, and writing notes of God’s 
love for one another. We can still share with one another bits of scripture that we have 
read, encounters with our Lord in prayer and witness. When we share with one another, 
Christ comes among us and we are given eyes that we might see Him! He is risen! He 
is with us in all things!  Amen. 
  

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD AS AN ACT OF WORSHIP 
 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and 

offerings.  Even though the church building is closed, we still have financial 

obligations we need to meet.  The mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  

Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 

21791 

Doxology:   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom 
all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures 
here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source 

of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, 
Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    



 
*Offering Prayer 
Living Christ, bless the gifts, tithes and offering that we send with the power of 
resurrection and hope. Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN   “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”                      TFWS 2158 
 
1. I am weak,      Refrain 
but thou art strong;     Just a closer walk 
Jesus, keep me     with thee, 
from all wrong;     grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 
I’ll be satisfied as long    daily walking close to thee; 
as I walk,      Let it be, dear Lord, 
let me walk close to thee.    Let it be. 
 
2. Through this world    3.  When my feeble  
of toil and snares,     life is o’er, 
if I falter, Lord, who cares?    time for me will 
Who with me      be no more;  
my burden shares?     Guide me gently, 
None but thee,     safely o’er to thy shore, 
dear Lord, none but thee.    dear Lord, to thy shore. 
Refrain      Refrain 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              
 

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Christ is with us. Go and share this good news 

with the world! 

 

 


