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PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
 Festival of the Christian Home – May 10, 2020 

 

* Please stand, as able. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Opening Hymn   “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”                UMH 155 
 
1. All hail the power of Jesus’ name  2.  Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, 
Let angels prostrate fall,    ye ransomed from the fall, 
let angels prostrate fall;    ye ransomed from the fall, 
bring forth the royal diadem,   hail him who saves you by his grace, 
and crown      and crown 
(crown him, crown him,    (crown him, crown him, 
crown him, crown him,)    crown him, crown him), 
him,        him, 
crown him, crown him,    crown him, crown him, 
crown him, and crown him   crown him, and crown him  
Lord of all.      Lord of all. 



3. Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 4.  Let every kindred, every tribe 
the wormwood and the gall,   on this terrestrial ball, 
the wormwood and the gall,   on this terrestrial ball, 
go spread your trophies at his feet,  to him all majesty ascribe, 
and crown      and crown 
(crown him, crown him,    (crown him, crown, him, 
crown him, crown him,)    crown him, crown him,) 
him,        him, 
crown him, crown him,    crown him, crown him,  
crown him, and crown him   crown him, and crown him 
Lord of all.      Lord of all. 
 
5. Crown him, ye martyrs of your God, 6.  O that with yonder sacred throng 
who from his altar call,    we at his feet may fall, 
who from his altar call;    we at his feet may fall! 
extol the Stem of Jesse’s Rod,   We’ll join the everlasting song, 
and crown      and crown 
(crown him, crown him,    (crown him, crown him, 
crown him, crown him,)    crown him, crown him,) 

him,        him, 
crown him, crown him,    crown him, crown him, 
crown him, and crown him   crown him, and crown him 
Lord of all.      Lord of all. 
 
Call to Worship:   (Psalm 31, 1 Peter 2)  

One: Once we were not a people,  

Many: but now we are God’s people.  

One: Once we were alone,  

Many: but together we are the household of God.  

One: Here in this time of worship, and later when we go forth to serve,  

Many: Christ is our cornerstone, strengthening us for the journey.  

One: In our living and in our dying,  

Many: Christ is our sure foundation, strengthening us along the way. 

Opening Prayer  (Psalm 31, 1 Peter 2)  

Shine your face upon us, O God. Help us see your face in one another and hear 

your voice in the words that are spoken. Through your grace, make us holy, that 

we may offer spiritual sacrifices that honor and glorify your holy name. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  
 
O God, our guide and guardian, remembering those who have nurtured us, protected 
us, and helped us grow, we give thanks and praise your holy name. We give thanks for 
homes that accept us and affirmed us as your precious children. In the shelter of your 
love, fortify us as living stones, and build us into a spiritual home where all are welcome. 
Silent prayers are lifted for each petition. 
 



For our mothers, who have given us life and love, that we may show them reverence 
and love, we pray to the Lord… 
 
For the mothers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give them 
hope, and their family and friends support and console them, we pray to the Lord … 
 
For women, though without children of their own, who like mothers have nurtured and 
cared for us, we pray to the Lord… 
 
For mothers who have been unable to be a soured of strength, who have responded to 
their children and have not sustained their families, we pray to the Lord… 
 
Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, so you watch over 
your church.  
 
Bless these women, that they may be strengthened as Christian mothers. Let the 
example of their faith and love shine forth. Grant that we, theirs sons and daughters, 
may honor them always with spirit of profound respect. Grant this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.       (BOW439) 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

*Hymn  “More Precious than Silver”                  TFWS 2065 

Lord, you are more precious than silver. 
Lord, you are more costly than gold. 

Lord, you are more beautiful than diamonds, 
and nothing I desire compares to you. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: 

Psalm 31:1-5,15-16 response 2              UMH 764 

Response 2 (General)   Francis of Assisi, trans. by William H. Draper 

ALL:  Let all things their creator bless: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

ONE:  1  In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; let me never be put to shame; in your 
righteousness, deliver me! 

ALL:  2 Incline your ear to me, rescue me speedily! Be a rock of refuge for me, a 

strong fortress to save me! 



ONE:  3 You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead me and 
guide me; 

ALL:  4 take me out of the net which is hidden for me, for you are my refuge. 

ONE:  5 Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 

ONE:  15My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and 
persecutors. 

ALL:  16Let your face shine on your servant, save me through your steadfast love! 
ALL:  Let all things their creator bless: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

EPISTLE LESSON: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  

4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For 
it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7To you then who 
believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them 
stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the 
word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:     “Living Stones”   Rev. Shari McCourt 

Today we celebrate the Festival of the Christian Home! We celebrate the 

importance that we bring to those we love as the witness of our faith to one another. It 

does not matter as much, who and what constitutes the family that we live in, as much 

as how we answer the call by God to live as Christians in our Christian home.  It is 

important how we nurture one another by becoming mother, father, sister, brother, 

cousin, and aunt, uncle, to one another in our own families and in this family of God. 

Today we celebrate the family that God has called us into, and that is this family! 

As we continue to grow in our belief in Jesus Christ it is important to remember 

that we are not all at the same level of Christian maturity. We cannot be reminded 

enough that some of us in this family are infants in the faith. Some are toddlers and this 



has nothing to do with our chronological age. That is the very reason that sometimes we 

experience tantrums when we don’t get our way. Some of us are like elementary school 

age and we are learning the basics. Some are teenagers who rebel when we least 

expect it and decide not to come to church because we are still taking ownership of our 

faith and faith values. We can see where we are all at different stages of spiritual 

development and some of us are mature Christians who we greatly value to provide 

leadership and loving guidance to our community. We are called to love one another 

just as we are, and where we are in our spiritual development. 

It is very important to have representatives of all of these stages working together 

and growing together in the family of God. As a family in the Christian faith, it is 

important to raise our children in the church. We need to learn from one another. 

When I was very young and my grandmother, Dede, lived in our home in her 

attached apartment, I used to ask her if she was too old to go to Sunday school. She 

told me that Sunday school was important for everyone to attend from cradle to grave.  

Dede said that we should always be learning and growing in our relationship with God 

through Jesus.  

When we read scripture, we learn that we should always be seeking a closer 

relationship and growing in our faith. 1Peter 2:2-3, says, “2Like newborn infants, long for 

the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— 3if indeed you have 

tasted that the Lord is good.” When we read this text we can hear that children need to 

be in Sunday school but we are all children of God in need of spiritual food. 

When I was little, I didn’t like church much. There were all these social 

requirements that were displeasing to me. I had to wear a dress with scratchy 

underskirts, gloves, and hats. I hated those clothes. The purse was nice because I 

could hide the gloves in it, and it was great for bopping someone on the head. Church 

was no fun because, I was supposed to BEHAVE! Be quiet! Sit still! I was not allowed to 

color a picture or doing anything except sit perfectly still and listen. My parents rarely 

attended church, so I wasn’t sure it was that important. Dede, took me, and told me that 

it was important. She wasn’t quite as strict as some of the mothers. She would hold me 

on her lap and hug me during the sermon which was nice, because I loved her so. The 

sermon was boring. The pastor yelled a lot and no one ever laughed. I loved sitting and 

holding Dede’s hand. The new trend in our society is grandparents taking their 

grandchildren to church. We welcome children of all ages! 

When my children were little, my husband and I brought them to church. They 

would sit and hold hands with us. They measured their little hands in ours measuring as 

to how much they were growing. The seeds that Dede planted in me and my husband’s 

family planted in him of the importance of attending church as a family grew into the 

raising of our children in church. Our children did not sit still or always behave, but they 

grew to love and value attending church as a family. When children come to this church, 

they too will learn about the family of God and this church as a Christian home. 



1 Peter 2:4-6 says“4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet 

chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 

cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to 

shame.” It is important for us to worship together as a Christian family. It is important for 

us to worship together as individual families within the family of God. All this has been 

impossible during COVID-19. We can call, email, text message, and send cards to 

family members reminding them that we are one through Jesus. We can pray with them 

and for them. 

Christ is the corner stone of our faith and we are called to be the living stones 

that build the house of God through Jesus Christ. We are called to bring God’s family 

into the household of faith. Share the good news with all that you can by living your 

witness in Him. 

1 Peter 2:7-9 says, “7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who 

do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the 

corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall. They 

stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a 

chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 

proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 

I am so very proud of this church, the body of Christ who has helped to raise many 

children, and make disciples in Christ over the years, and with God’s help with continue 

into the future. 

Today we celebrate all God has given us as a family. Those with us now, those 

who came before us and those God will send in the future to grow and serve with us in 

Jesus Name. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
       

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and 

offerings.  Even though the church building is closed, we still have financial 

obligations we need to meet.  The mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  

Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 

21791 

Doxology:   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom 
all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures 
here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 



Praise God, the source 
of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, 
Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Offering Prayer (Psalm 31, 1 Peter 2) 
O God, our fortress and our rock, may these offerings be acceptable to you. In a world 
facing profound need, they seem insignificant, but we know that in your hands, even 
small things become great. Use these gift, and use our very lives, to make this world a 
home where all are sheltered, nourished and cherished. Amen.    
    
Closing Hymn    “How Firm a Foundation”                          UMH 529 
 

1. How firm a foundation,   2.  “Fear not, I am with thee, 
ye saints of the Lord,          O be not dismayed, 
is laid for your faith          for I am thy God 
in his excellent word!          And will still give thee aid; 
What more can he say         I’ll strengthen and help thee, 
than to you he hath said,         and cause thee to stand 
to you who for refuge         upheld by my righteous, 
to Jesus have fled?         omnipotent hand.  

 
3. “When through the deep waters 4.  “When through fiery trials 
I call thee to go,          the pathways shall lie, 
the rivers of woe          my grace, all-sufficient, 
shall not thee overflow;         shall be thy supply; 
for I will be with thee,         the flame shall not hurt thee; 
thy troubles to bless,         I only design 
and sanctify to thee         thy dross to consume, 
thy deepest distress.         And thy gold to refine. 
 

 
5. “The soul that on Jesus 

still leans for repose, 
I will not, I will not 
desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell 
should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no, never, 
no, never forsake.” 

 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              
 

The good news of our Lord and Savior is too good to keep to ourselves. Go and share 

God’s amazing grace! 


