
         
Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal 

relationship with God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
 Ascension Sunday – May 24, 2020 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Opening Hymn   "Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise"    UMH 312 

1. Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!       2.  There the glorious triumph waits, Alleluia! 
To his throne above the skies, Alleluia!             Lift your heads, eternal gates, Alleluia!  
Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluia!          Christ hath conquered death and sin, Alleluia! 
Reascends his native heaven, Alleluia!            Take the King of glory in, Alleluia! 
 
3. See! the heaven its Lord receives, Alleluia!  4.  See! He lifts his hands above, Alleluia! 

Yet he loves the earth he leaves, Alleluia!         See! He shows the prints of love, Alleluia!      

Though returning to his throne, Alleluia!   Hark! His gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! 

Still he calls the world his own, Alleluia!  Blessings on his church below, Alleluia! 

world his own, Alleluia! 

Call to Worship:    

One: Clap your hands, all peoples.  Shout to God with loud songs of joy. 

Many:  Sing Praise to God, sing praises, for Christ is alive and the Holy Spirit 

comes.     

One: God is ruler over all the earth and reigns over all nations. 

Many: God put all things under Christ’s feet; Christ is head over all things for 

the church.   

One: Gather to know the immeasurable greatness of God, to exalt in the One who grants 

revelation. 

 Many:  We come together blessing God for all we have seen and heard.    



Opening Prayer  

O God, before whom there are no secrets, we approach you as we really are, in all our 

brokenness and hardness of heart, in all our pretense and pride.  Come into the 

darkness we have created with the light of your glory, that we may worship you with 

our whole being.  Through Jesus Christ.  Amen.                

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.***********Silence************ 

For all people in their daily life and work; FOR OUR FAMILIES, FRIENDS, AND 

NEIGHBORS, AND FOR THOSE WHO ARE ALONE. For this community, the nation, and the 

world; FOR ALL WHO WORK FOR JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND PEACE. For the just and 

proper use of your creation; FOR THE VICTIMS OF HUNGER, FEAR, INJUSTICE, AND 

OPPRESSION. For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; FOR THOSE WHO 

MINISTER TO THE SICK, THE FRIENDLESS, AND THE NEEDY. For the peace and unity of 

the Church of God. FOR ALL WHO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL, AND ALL WHO SEEK THE 

TRUTH. 

For our Bishop; for our District Superintendent; for the clergy and laity of this conference, and 

for all bishops and other ministers; FOR ALL WHO SERVE GOD IN THE CHURCH. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

 *********The people may add their own petitions********** 

Hear us, Lord; 

 FOR YOUR MERCY IS GREAT. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

 *********The people may add their own thanksgivings********* 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

 AND PRAISE YOUR NAME FOR EVER AND EVER. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

 *********The people may add their own petitions*********** 

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 

 WHO PUT THEIR TRUST IN YOU. 

 We pray all of these things in Jesus name who taught us to pray… 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 



temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

*Hymn      "My Hope Is Built"           UMH 368 

1. My hope is built on nothing less  Refrain 

than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  On Christ the solid rock I stand, 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,  all other ground is sinking sand; 

but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.   all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2. When darkness veils his lovely face,  3.  His oath, his covenant, his blood 

I rest on his unchanging grace.   Support me in the whelming flood. 

In every high and stormy gale,   When all around my soul gives way, 

my anchor holds within the veil.   He then is all my hope and stay. 

Refrain      Refrain 

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound 
O may I then in him be found! 

Dressed in his righteousness alone, 
faultless to stand before the throne! 

Refrain 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson:  

PSALTER:     Psalm 16:5-11           UMH 781  

RESPONSE 1 Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

ONE:  5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 

ALL:  6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a glorious heritage. 

ONE:  7 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; even at night my heart instructs me. 

ALL:  8 I have set the Lord always before me; the Lord is at my right hand;  I shall not   

             be moved.    R 

RESPONSE 1 Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

ONE:  9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also dwells secure. 

ALL:  10 For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your godly one see the pit. 

ONE:  11 You show me the path of life; 

ALL:  in you presence there is fullness of joy, in your right hand are pleasures for   

           evermore.  R 

RESPONSE 1 Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 



EPISTLE LESSONS:  

Acts 1:1-11[In the reading from the Book of Acts, Jesus ascends into heaven.] 

1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 
2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to 

them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 

kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 

wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for 

John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.”  

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  

Ephesians 1:15-23 

[In the reading from the epistles, the writer prays for "a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation" for his readers.] 

11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, 
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you 
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in 
him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our 
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.  

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, 

the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

 



GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 24:44-53 

[In the Gospel reading, Jesus blesses his followers, and is carried up into heaven.] 

4Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending 
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.”  

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While 
he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon    "Open the Eyes of My Heart"                 Rev. Shari McCourt 

As I was praying through the scripture and thinking about this being Ascension 

Sunday, I was struggling with how to do justice with today’s text, and make it relevant to the 

point that intersects with our lives. Today’s Gospel text from Luke 24:44-53 really begins at 

verse 36 instead of 44 and the whole thing has three parts to it.   

Part one begins with the Jesus having already been crucified, died, and buried.  Easter 

has happened so “He Is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!”  The disciples were discussing times 

that people had claimed to see Jesus walking around such as: the road to Emmaus, and the 

women at the tomb. Jesus appeared to them and said, “Peace be with you.” Any time we are 

talking about someone and they appear it is alarming, but His appearance terrified them.   

Jesus doesn’t seem to understand why they would be frightened.  He told them that 

He would be back and gave many hints about the resurrection. It must have been challenging 

to describe what no one had ever seen. Jesus was thoughtful as He showed himself and 

said, “Look at my hands and my feet.”  He was restored and made new again. Jesus’ 

kindness is overwhelming when we take time to study this period through scripture. Jesus 

invited them to reach out and touch him.  He was not a ghost!  He was there in flesh and 

bone. Jesus must have noticed the looks on their faces that they were joyful to see Him but 

struggled to understand. I love it when Jesus explained that He was hungry and wanted 

something to eat. So they gave him a piece of fish and He ate it in front of them to prove that 

He had been restored through the resurrection. Part one of this text when Jesus appeared to 

the eleven disciples fulfilled the promise and proved to the disciples that we may have life 

beyond this life. The resurrection means that we will be restored and made new.   



Part Two 

After Jesus ate with them, he reminded them of the fulfillment of the scriptures that 

came from Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms. This is important to proof out that no matter 

what—God keeps God’s word! The Holy Spirit helped to open the minds of Jesus disciples, 

so that they might understand.  This is something that you may ask for and receive; your 

mind open to understand the scripture for yourself. 

I was working with a family on preparation for a funeral/resurrection service.  After 

reading scripture to them, I asked whether it makes any sense.  They nodded nope.  I ask 

would it be helpful if I gave them a quick and dirty explanation. They answered, “Yes, please.”  

I explained and they looked at me and said, “Why, have I never understood that before now, 

that when we ask we will receive? The Spirit helps my misunderstanding in to understanding 

when I ask.” 

In this part of the text, Jesus is doing two things: the first is opening the minds to the 

word of God, and the second is the commissioning of the disciples to continue the work that 

God started, when God came in the person of Jesus and walked among us to show us the 

way.  From showing us the way, Jesus then took on the cross to pay the debt of our sin for all 

humanity for all time. Then rose from the grave as the first born of the dead in His 

resurrection. It is at this point that Jesus commissions the disciples. The commissioning is 

found is several texts: 

Luke 24:48-49 

“48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

John 20:21 

“As my Father has sent me so I send you.” 

Mark 16:15 

“Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” 

Acts 1:8 

“8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

The instructions for the disciples are pretty clear.  These are our instructions too. The 

good news is that, this is not all there is. There is life beyond this life, and what is old and 

worn out will be made new again. We need to pray to have not just the eyes of other’s hearts 

opened, but the eyes of our hearts open to see that there is more. There is hope! Jesus 

Christ is the victory over sin and death! 

We studied a few weeks ago that we have not been orphaned, but that the Spirit of 

God, the Advocate, is with us, and will help us to continue God’s work of sharing the God 



news. We have been blessed, and we have been sent out in mission to gather the rest of 

God’s children back to God by sharing the good news of hope and salvation. 

Part Three 

The last of this passage is Christ’s Ascension back to heaven.  The Ascension is God 

finishing what God started.  This is the completion of what was prophesied. Christ blessed 

the disciples in this portion of today’s reading. We are supposed to receive blessings. We are 

called to share these blessings with one another so that we might all open the eyes of our 

hearts to the abundance that God has in store for us. We are to praise God for these many 

blessings that we receive through the Spirit of God that is always with us.  Amen. 

 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD      
  

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  

Even though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need 

to meet.  The mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United 

Methodist Church, 11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 

Doxology:   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Offering Prayer  
 
Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift, teach us to render to you all that we have 

and all that we are, that we may praise you, not only with our lips, but with our lives, turning 

the duties, the sorrows, and the joys of all our days into a living sacrifice to you; through our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  AMEN. 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    “The Nicene Creed”        UMH 880 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 



glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 

the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.  Amen. 

Closing Song    "I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me"     TFWS 2151  

1. I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me,  2.  Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me,       Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me,       Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 

singing glory, hallelujah,             singing glory, hallelujah, 

Jesus lifted me.         Jesus lifted me. 

 

2. When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 
when I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 

           when I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 
     singing glory, hallelujah, 

      Jesus lifted me. 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              
 

Let us go forth in peace, to love and to serve the Lord. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

 

 

 


