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Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal 

relationship with God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
 Good Shepherd Sunday – May 3, 2020 

 

* Please stand, as able. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Opening Hymn   “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  UMH 138 
 
1. The King of love     2.  Where streams of living 
my shepherd is,      water flow. 
whose goodness faileth never.   my ransomed soul he leadeth; 
I nothing lack if I am his,    and where the verdant pastures grow 
and he is mine forever.    With food celestial feedeth. 
 
3. Perverse and foolish,    4.  In death’s dark vale 
oft I strayed,      I fear no ill,  
but yet in love he sought me;   with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
and on his shoulder gently laid, and  thy rod, thy staff my comfort still, 
home, rejoicing, brought me.   Thy cross before to guide me. 



 
5. Thou spreadst a table    6.  And so through all 
in my sight;      the length of days, 
thy unction grace bestoweth;   thy goodness faileth never; 
and oh, what transport    Good Shepherd, may I 
of delight from thy     sing thy praise within 
pure chalice floweth!    Thy house forever. 
 
 
Call to Worship:   (Psalm 23) 
Leader: Come, walk in green pastures. 
People: We follow the Shepherd. 
Leader: Come, lie down in green pastures. 
People: We trust the Shepherd. 
Leader: Come, dine at the table of abundance. 
People: We are fed by the Shepherd. 
Leader: Come, dwell in God’s house. 
People: We live in the Shepherd’s care.  
 
 
Opening Prayer  (Psalm 23, John 10) 
Loving Shepherd, you know our names; you care for us. When we face darkness 
and death, walk beside us.  When we hunger for your love, fill us with your 
presence.  When we are fearful, feed us at your table. May we dwell in the house 
of goodness and mercy all the days of our life. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  
 
Good Shepherd, we take your care for granted. In the midst of your many blessings, we 
complain of not having enough. We lift up the joys of your blessings for us . . . In the 
presence of danger, we fail to trust your abiding love. When you set a table before us, 
we turn aside from you. Call us back into your care and help us trust your caring 
presence, that our actions may proclaim your truth.  Good Shepherd, we are the sheep 
of your pasture, you know us by name. We lift those up who need your healing...those 
who are grieving…those who are out of work…those struggling with finding a 
home…those who serve in law enforcement, nursing, doctors, medical care, teachers, 
farmers and the many merchants who are challenged at this time. We offer grateful 
thanks for your loving care. Open our hearts and minds to the guiding of your Spirit in 
our lives. Lead us in right paths, that we may serve you in truth and action. Amen. 
 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

 



*Hymn    “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”       UMH 136 

1. The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want.   2.  My soul he doth restore again, 
He makes me down to lie     and me to walk doth make 
in pastures green; he leadeth me    within the paths of righteousness, 
the quiet waters by.      e’en for his own name’s sake. 
 

3. Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,  4.  My table thou hast furnished 
yet will I fear no ill;      in presence of my foes; 
for thou art with me,      my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and thy rod and staff me comfort still.   And my cup overflows. 
 

5. Goodness and my life 
shall surely follow me; 

and in God’s house forevermore 
my dwelling place shall be. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: 

Psalter Reading    Psalm 23     UMH 754  

RESPONSE  ALL:  The Good Shepherd comes that we may have life and have it 
abundantly. 

ONE:  1  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

ALL:  2 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures, 

ONE:  leads me beside still waters, 3 restores my life,  

ALL: leads me in right paths for the sake of the Lord’s name. 

ONE:  4  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 

ALL:    for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.    

RESPONSE  ALL:  The Good Shepherd comes that we may have life and have it 
abundantly. 

ONE:  5  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

 ALL:   you anoint my head with oil, my cup overflows. 

ONE:  6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 

ALL:   and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord as long as I live.    

RESPONSE    ALL:  The Good Shepherd comes that we may have life and have it 
abundantly. 

 



Epistle Lesson: 1 John 3:16-24 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our 
lives for one another.  How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not 
in word or speech, but in truth and action.  And by this we will know that we are from the 
truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God 
is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not 
condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his 
commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 
one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in 
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that 
he has given us.  

Gospel Lesson: John 10:11-18 

 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am 
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows 
me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep 
that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:  “In the Arms of the Good Shepherd”  Rev. Shari McCourt 

Today is Good Shepherd Sunday!  Every year during the season of Easter we 

celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday. I love this Sunday because it celebrates God’s care 

for us. Back in the day, sheep were the highest commodity. The texts for today refer to 

us as” God’s sheep Christ’s sheep.” We are God’s highest commodity. 

This is a theme that begins in the oldest the Psalms – Psalm 23 where the author 

describes the relationship we have with God as our Shepherd. The 23 Psalm is a prayer 

for every day. It begins by declaring the relationship that we have with God.  

The Lord is my Shepherd and we/I am the Lord’s sheep.  In the beginning we are 

acknowledging that we understand the not only is the Lord our God but that we are the 

Lord’s highest commodity. We understand the investment of love and nurture that God 

has put into us. Given the understanding that the creator of all, loves, protects, provides 

for us and stays with us then who could want for anything more? When we pray this 

pray we begin our day by submitting our will to that of God’s will because we are 

allowing the Lord to lead us through our day. This is another means of giving the day 



back to God. No matter what happens during our day we know that it is God that 

restores our soul. 

When we read the text from John 10:11-18, we understand that it is God through 

Christ who came in the person of Jesus to lay down his life by taking on the sins of the 

world in order to restore our souls. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. 

A Good Shepherd literally lays down his body to be the gate to keep the sheep in at 

night to protect them from any harm that may come their way. The shepherd’s body is 

used as the gate by which one may enter. 

A hired hand does not have the investment that the Good Shepherd has in the 

sheep because they don’t belong to the hired hand. Sheep belong to the care of the 

Shepherd. When we dedicate our lives to the Good Shepherd who knows our names 

then we may truly walk in the valley of the shadow of death and fear no evil for we are 

protected from the wolves by the Good Shepherd who loves us. 

In the text from 1 John we read an echo of Jesus laying down his life for us but 

the twist is the response that is expected that we would lay down our lives for the 

Lord’s. Our questions for the week are how have you laid down your life for the Lord? 

And how do you lay down your life for the Lord each day?  When we begin the day with 

the model of this prayer then we submit our will to the will of the Lord and lay down our 

lives for Christ. 

It takes the discipline of prayer and reading the scripture for us to form a 

relationship with our Good Shepherd and better understand how we are called to lay 

down our lives for the One who loves us more than we love ourselves. It is in living our 

lives by practicing spiritual disciplines of reading scripture, prayer and practicing our 

discipleship that the Good Shepherd knows our names. When we are lead into Christian 

practice and our heads are anointed with oil, we experience joy in our life, as our life is 

enriched, and our cup over flows with His mercy and love. 

In the moments that we dedicate our lives and live out our call into ministry and 

truly keep Jesus commandment, the one we know as the greatest commandment, 

“Love the Lord your God with all of our heart and soul and mind and love your neighbors 

as yourselves.”, that we feel, experience, and come to know the goodness, and mercy 

that will follow us all of the days of our lives. We are to love one another as the Lord 

loves us. 

During these days of physical distancing, we need to pray through Psalm 23. 

This psalm reminds us that in a time of isolation, we are not alone! The Good Shepherd 

is with us, loving us, protecting us, guiding us, and comforting us. The beautiful stained 

glass window in St. Paul reminds us of a loving shepherd, who when we need it, picks 

us and carries us in His arms. May you feel the loving arms of the Good Shepherd 

holding you in the uncertainty of these times. May we all send one another signs of the 

Good Shepherd’s love in prayer with the One who restores our soul.  



 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD  
 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and 

offerings.  Even though the church building is closed, we still have financial 

obligations we need to meet.  The mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  

Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 

21791 

 

 Doxology:   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom 
all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures 
here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source 

of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, 
Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    

Offering Prayer (Psalm 23, 1 John 3) 
God of love, you abide with us; you provide for all our needs and guide us in your 
ways. Out of gratitude for your care, we bring our gifts before you. Use them for 
your work of caring, that all may feast at the table of abundance, walk without 
fear, and drink deeply from the cup of compassion. Amen.    
    
Closing Hymn    “Gentle Shepherd”    W&S 3096 
 

Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us, 
For we need you to help us find our way. 

Gentle Shepherd, come and feed us, 
For we need your strength from day to day. 

There’s no other we can turn to 
Who can help us face another day; 

gentle Shepherd, come and lead us, 
For we need you to help is find our way. 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              
 

Live into the loving arms of the Good Shepherd knowing that you are of the highest 

value to Him. Share this good news with everyone. 


