
                     
Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
June 21, 2020 – Third Sunday of Pentecost 

              Father’s Day 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME      “Just as I Am” (Bradbury) 
 
PRELUDE 

 
*Opening Hymn    “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”   TFWS 2112 

1. Jesus walked this lonesome valley;  2.  We must walk this lonesome valley; 
he had to walk it by himself.   we have to walk it by ourselves. 
Oh, nobody else could walk it for him;  Oh, nobody else can walk it for us; 
he had to walk it by himself.   we have to walk it by ourselves. 
 

3. You must go and stand your trial; 

you have to stand it by yourself. 

Oh, nobody else can stand it for you; 

you have to stand it by yourself. 

 

 
 
 



*Call to Worship:  Psalm 86:7-10 
One: In the day of my trouble I will call on you, for you will answer me. 

Many: There is none like you among the gods, O Lord,  
One: nor are there any works like yours. 

Many: All the nations that you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, 
One: and shall glorify your name. 

Many: For you are great and do wondrous things: you alone are God. 
  
*Opening Prayer   WSL62  
Wondrous God, our hearts are full of praise for all of the glorious things you have given us. 
We look upon your creation, we realize it reflects your glory. When we experience the gift of a 
parents love, we are reminded of your tender love for us. When we worship in the great 
congregation of all who name you as Lord, we are blessed to be counted among your 
children. Hear our prayer of joy and thanksgiving this day, and sustain in us grateful hearts, 
that we might praise you eternally. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Special Music             “His Eye is on the Sparrow” (Cavilla Martin/Charles Gabriel) 
                Sherry Hohl, Guest soloist 
                                                        
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION     BOW 441 
(silent prayers may follow each petition) 
For our fathers, who have given us life and love, that we may show them respect and love,  
we pray to the Lord . . . . 
For Father’s who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give them hope, and their family 
and friends support and console them,  
we pray to the Lord . . . . 
For men, without children of their own, who like fathers have nurtured and cared for us, 
we pray to the Lord . . . . 
For fathers who have been unable to be a source of strength, who have not responded to their 
children and have not sustained their families, 
we pray to the Lord . . . . 
God our Father, in your wisdom and love you made all things. Bless these men, that they may be 
strengthened as Christian fathers. Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. Grant that we, 
their sons and daughters, may honor them always with a spirit of profound respect. Grant this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

*Hymn     “Living for Jesus”      TFWS 2149  

1. Living for Jesus a life that is true,  Refrain 
striving to please him in all that I do,  O Jesus, Lord and Savior, 
yielding allegiance, glad-hearted and free, I give myself to thee; 
this is the pathway of blessing for me.  For thou, in thy atonement,     
       didst give thyself for me; 
2. Living for Jesus who died in my place  I owe no other master,  
Bearing on Calvary my sin and disgrace,  my heart shall be thy throne, 

such love constrains me to answer his call, my life I give, henceforth to live, 

follow his leading and give him my all.  O Christ, for thee alone. 
Refrain 



3. Living for Jesus wherever I am,   4.  Living for Jesus through earth’s little while, 
doing each duty in his holy name,   my dearest treasure, the light of his smile, 
willing to suffer affliction or loss,   seeking the lost ones he died to redeem, 
deeming each trial a part of my cross.  Bringing the weary to find rest in him. 
Refrain      Refrain 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Reading: Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

1Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy.  
2Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you. You are my God;  
3be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all day long.  
4Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  
5For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you.  
6Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication.  
7In the day of my trouble I call on you, for you will answer me.  
8There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours.  
9All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your 
name.  
10For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.  
16Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant; save the child of your serving 
girl.  
17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame, because 
you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.  
 
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 10:24-39 

24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25it is enough for the disciple to 
be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 26“So have no fear of them; for 
nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 
27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will 
fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do 
not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges 
me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me 
before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 34“Do not think that I have come to bring 
peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to set a man 
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law; 36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 37Whoever loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon    “The Cost is Great—Totally Worth It!”   Pastor Shari McCourt 

 Today’s text from, Matthew continues with lessons on how to be a disciple of Christ. Last 
week, we talked about disciples having the authority of Christ to heal the sick, and cast out demons. 



All are empowered by the Holy Spirit, and in our humility we are able to discern the Spirit’s 
promptings. 

Time after time, when I read this text from Matthew it just sounds so harsh. The lesson of 

humility continues as the first part of the text as instruction for helping disciples to understand their 

place. Matthew 10:24, said, “A disciple is not above the teacher; nor a slave above the master, it is 

enough for the student to be like the teacher, and the slave to be like the master.” 

Most of us remember someone from our school days who acted as if they were smarter than 

everyone else. I remember a very self-righteous girl in one of my classes who decided that she didn’t 

like one of the teachers in our school. She wanted the special attention that she was used to 

receiving, from other teachers, but the art teacher was fair. The art teacher treated each student 

equally with respect.  

The girl was very critical of other’s art projects and made ugly, hurtful comments, and ridiculed 

a boy in our class. She acted as if she knew more than the teacher. This harmful behavior caused a 

classmate to doubt himself so much that the other problems in his life all came to a head at once.  As 

a result he attempted to hurt himself. The girl learned nothing from her behavior and blamed the 

teacher.   

The back story is that art teacher had worked with the boy after school for months helping him 

to see his worth through art. She had been trained as an art therapist, but could only find work as an 

art teacher. We were blessed to have her as a teacher at our school. 

We don’t know best what is best. True teachers look at situations from a holistic view points, 

and see deeper and wider than students. Our teacher and friend Jesus, knows best in all things, and 

knows what we don’t know. Although His ways are not our ways, He is to be trusted in all things. 

There is such freedom in trusting in His wisdom. The model of Jesus as a master is not the typical 

master. 

 As we study in scripture Jesus as servant leader, we see an attitude of love and service to all. 

Jesus looked to see how He could add value to others. He called us His lambs.  Sheep were the 

highest commodity. We are called by our servant leader totally valued by Him! Jesus is the best 

example of servant leader. 

1. God sent Jesus to be a servant leader. 

Isaiah 42:1-4, said, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have 

put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not 

break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not 

grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his 

teaching.” 

Jesus is not a hard hitting, tyrant, but a loving, peaceful, teaching, leader. 

2. Mark 10:45, said, “45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 

life a ransom for many.” 

Jesus did not come for himself. He did not lead by wanting his own will’s desire, but the will of 

God. 



This is the way that we are called to live, lead and serve in His name. 

John 6:38, said, “38 for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him 

who sent me.” 

Jesus did not promote Himself, only God. 

Luke 22:27 said, “27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the 
one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.” 

Jesus again proves that he is a servant leader, in John chapter 13, as he washed the disciple’s feet in 
the story of the Last Supper. 

3. Jesus taught that greatness is found in servanthood.Matthew 20:25-28, said, “25 But Jesus 
called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their great ones are tyrants over them. 26 It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be 
great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 
your slave; 28 just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.” 

These instructions from Jesus are the cost of discipleship. The instructions are clear and 

quotes may be found in many texts outlining the servant leadership of Jesus. The words read from 

Matthew 10:35 can be more than a little challenging for us.  Jesus said, “For I have come to set a 

man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-

law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.” The cost of discipleship is not letting 

any other relationship come between us and Jesus. We pray not to be put to the test of our 

relationships on earth, but if the test comes we are to choose Jesus. 

 

I have seen more than one woman come to me having to make the decision between 

worshiping our Lord, or being with her husband. And, more than one man come to me having to 

choose between serving the Lord or doing his wife’s will. There have been many talk to me over the 

years choosing between their work and worship and serving Jesus. The cost of discipleship can be 

great for some of us. The reward of picking up our cross and following Jesus is a life of living in the 

light of His grace. 

It does not mean that we won’t have challenges, tests and trials because we will! There will be 

moments that we maybe belittled, scoffed at, and the source of humiliation by those that we love due 

to our service and commitment to the Lord. The world rarely treats us fairly. Giving your life to Jesus 

in the service of His Kingdom is a life that goes on to glory beyond this life.  Living as our Faithful 

Servant leads us, is a life that has its own rewards, as we live to give glory and honor to Him.  

Where He leads we shall follow! Where He calls we shall go! If we live by His example, then 

we will love, as He loves, unconditionally. Let us live in the peace that passes all understanding as 

His disciples! No matter the cost of discipleship, may we commit ourselves to Jesus! Amen! 

 
 
 
 



OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD  
   

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 
 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 

Doxology:   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
* DOXOLOGY   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”            UMH 94 
                    
 *Offering Prayer  
 
Receive the gifts of our hands, O God, that they may be signs of your love and grace for a 
divided world. Through our offerings, help others follow the ways of life. Fill the world with 
your mercy, Holy One, that your faithful everywhere will honor you, by sharing your kingdom 
each and every day. Amen.  
       
*Closing Hymn    “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”         TFWS 2129  

1. I have decided to follow Jesus,   2.  The world behind me, the cross before me, 
 I have decided to follow Jesus,   the world behind me, the cross before me, 
I have decided to follow Jesus   the world behind me, the cross before me 
no turning back, no turning back.   No turning back, no turning back. 
 

4. Though none go with me, still I will follow, 
 though none go with me, still I will follow, 
though none go with me, still I will follow 

no turning back, no turning back. 
 

* BENEDICTION   

Go with the blessings of the One who loves us fiercely and unconditionally. 

Go and share the love of God to all you meet.                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 


