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WELCOME    

 

PRELUDE                              “In His Time”       Maranatha Praise 166 

                                                                                                      

* OPENING HYMN    “Come Ye Thankful People, Come”      UMH 694 

 

1. Come, ye thankful people, come,  2.  All the world is God’s own field, 

raise the song of harvest home;   fruit as praise to God we yield; 

 all is safely gathered in,    wheat and tares together sown 

ere the winter storms begin.   Are to joy or sorrow grown; 

God our Maker doth provide   first the blade and then the ear,  

for our wants to be supplied;   then the fill corn shall appear; 

come to God’s own temple, come,  Lord of harvest, grant that we 

raise the song of harvest home.   Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 

3. For the Lord our God shall come,  4.  Even so, Lord, quickly come, 

and shall take the harvest home;   bring thy final harvest home; 

from the field shall in that day   gather thou thy people in, 

all offenses purge away,    free from sorrow, free from sin, 

giving angels charge at last   there forever purified, 

in the fire the tares to cast;    in thy presence to abide, 

but the fruitful ears to store    come, with all thine angels, come, 

in the garner evermore.    Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 



   

Call to Worship (Psalm 105, Romans 8)  

   

One: Call to God and sing Christ’s praise! 

Many: Give thanks to the Lord above!  

One: Seek the Lord and trust God’s strength.  

Many: Remember God’s wonderful works!  

One: Live in the Spirit of love and grace.  

Many: Give thanks for Christ’s marvelous love!  

 

Opening Prayer (Romans 8, Matthew 13) 

Spirit of God, you intercede for us with sighs too deep for words; you search our hearts and 

know our minds. Set our hearts and minds on you, Holy Spirit, that we may know your 

constant presence and everlasting love. Plant in us a faith that will burst forth into new life, 

that we may be children of your Spirit and of Christ’s gracious love. Amen. 

 

Special Music  “Sometimes It Takes a Mountain” (Gaither)            Soloist: Sherry Hohl 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

O God, you are the hope of all the ends of the earth.  We thank you for the blessings given to those in 

our community. Hear our humble intercessions for all races and families on earth, that you will turn all 

hearts to yourself.  Remove from our minds hatred, prejudice, and contempt for those who are not of 

our own race or color, class or creed, that departing from everything that estranges and divides, we 

may by you be brought into unity of spirit, in the bond of peace. We ask for healing for all who need 

your healing touch, and ask you to be with all who are grieving any loss. Send your spirit upon our 

country that we will live according to your will. We thank you for hearing our prayers, and now we 

pray together the prayer Jesus taught his disciples by praying . . .  

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

*Hymn     “Change My Heart, O God”    TFWS 2152 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 

You are the Potter, I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 

 

*SCRIPTURE LESSONS      

Romans 8:26-39 



26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 

very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what 

is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God 28We 

know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 

purpose. 

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also 

called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.  

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not 

withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is 

Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes 

for us 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all day 

long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 37No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 

nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

GOSPEL LESSON:       Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52        

31 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 
took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest 
of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’  

33 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed 
in with* three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’  

44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in 
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  

45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of 
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  

47 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 
kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 
bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.  

51 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ 52And he said to them, ‘Therefore every 
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings 
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’  

  Sermon    “Leaving the Black Cloud Behind”             Rev. Shari McCourt 

 

javascript:void(0);


It is amazing how well the Peanuts comic strip has been accepted over the years. It is a multi-

generational connection. My grandbaby, Esther, wanted a Peanuts Gang birthday last year.  

The character, Charlie Brown, has become an American icon.  What is it that we like about 

Charlie Brown? Do we really believe that he has a black cloud over his head? Charlie Brown is often, 

very alone, struggling with his weak human condition.  He is in this world trying to make the most of it, 

but it isn’t always that easy.  It often seems like everything is against him. His friends seem to have 

their own inner circles that he is not always a part. The friends many times are off having fun, and he 

is either left out, or by himself trying to figure out the meaning of life.  

 Today’s scriptural text from Romans 8 addresses  our weakened human condition, and 

assures us that although we may sometimes feel like Charlie Brown, as Christians we are not alone.  

We have the Holy Spirit as our advocate.  The Spirit of God is always with us and intercedes for us.  

This doesn’t just mean that the Spirit gives us the right words for our prayers. It is not like that at all, 

but instead God’s own Spirit never parts from us.  God’s saving action continues to be ever present 

with us and in us.  God’s Holy Spirit interprets our moans and groans. God’s own Spirit searches our 

hearts and helps guide us into wholeness in the one true God.   

When I worked as a chaplain in hospitals, I often talked to people about how they were able to 

move through a health crisis, and other life challenges. The one consistent response was a witness of 

the Holy Spirit interceding for them with the words that they were unable to produce. Many people 

shared with me that they learned that words were no longer important for their prayers. They were 

able to see the hope coming from the Spirit of God in their prayers without words. They felt the Holy 

Spirit working in them healing them. They could also feel the prayers of others, which gave them 

hope. Many times in my life when, I was persevering through a trial, or health crisis, I too, could feel 

the prayers of others. 

As Christians, we are part of something much bigger than just ourselves. We are more than 

individual Charlie Browns, instead we are called to be a part of God’s family. The Spirit of God brings 

us together in a new relationship. We have been adopted as God’s own children with Christ as our 

brother, which makes us all brothers and sisters.  Our God is our Father, Mother, our loving parent.  

We are part of a love story which offers hope to the world.  

There is nothing we can ever do to earn the kind of love God has for God’s children.  It is 

difficult to imagine how much love, God must have for us, that God would sacrifice Himself through 

His Son for our sake and salvation. Jesus death and resurrection was not just for the individual 

person, but for the whole of humanity to be reconciled with our Creator God. God has justified us 

through the grace of His Son. This loving action is a love that never dies and continues onward. This 

good news, should inspire us to hop around in joy like Sally. Yet, in the midst of challenges we act 

likes Charlie Browns, looking for a black cloud to follow us, instead of the previent grace of God going 

before us. 

Our second reading comes from Matthew 13. These are a series of parables. Parables are 

stories that are used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the Gospels. They are 

not actual events, but like a fable, one may read them over and over again obtaining new 

understandings and wisdom. Today’s parables are describing the Kingdom of God. Each of them 

begins with an “It is like this” comparison. The stories of the hidden treasure and the pearl have to do 



with having a pure heart in seeking true life in Christ. Selling all one has in order to buy the priceless 

pearl is giving all we have for Jesus and buying into a changed life. Pearls are symbols of faith, 

charity, and innocence. I have had rock collections since I was a kid. So, I study not only the 

formation of stones but their meaning. The number seven has been assigned to the pearl meaning 

completion. With the pearl referring to Jesus we need nothing else. Faith in Jesus and living into His 

will makes us complete. 

This parable lived out in our lives, frees us from the bondage of material things. The kingdom 

of heaven is like a net, that people threw into the lake and gathered all kinds of fish. The good fish 

were kept but the bad fish thrown away. This describes judgement. It is interesting that all will be 

gathered before anything is decided. The net used was several hundred feet long and six feet or so 

deep. The literal translation for the bad fish is “rotten.” I can hear my mother’s voice in my head 

saying, “Shari, don’t you act like you are rotten.” The word rotten is used in other parables, four other 

times, denoting rotten fruit. It is the Spirit of God, guides us away from being “rotten”, if only we seek 

the will of God in all things. 

So many times, when I visit when someone unwell, the time healing, gives them time to think 

about their life. The questions surface like, “How did I get here? Why me?  What happened to the 

time? What can I do about all of the times that I have missed the mark of my discipleship?” These 

questions regarding the human condition often put us back to looking, not at the hope of the Kingdom 

of God, but back to looking for Charlie Brown’s black cloud following us around. We are never 

helpless or hopeless.  

Romans reminds us that the Spirit of God is always with us. We are never alone! We have 

Jesus and we have one another through Jesus and our brothers and sisters in his name. It is this love 

of God through Christ that makes us not like Charlie Browns, wandering around alone with a dark 

cloud over our heads but instead, we are a community of people who are vessels for God’s spirit to 

be taken into the world as God’s light and love. To understand the Love of God is the final key into 

the knowledge of God. The love of God is the ultimate hope for the world.  As a community called 

together we are part of God’s hope for the world.  Could anything separate us from the love of God?  

No!  Because we are God’s own!   

It is my hope and prayer that we will all pray with faith and open hearts, about how we will be 

reaching out to this community in new ways. How will the Spirit of God use us to further support those 

in need? Will we be like a congregation of Charlie Browns who wait for the next discouraging thing to 

happen?” Maybe we are like Linus, who used the power of his security blanket to transform the sad 

little Christmas tree, into a community celebration of God’s only Son, Jesus. Let us go forth sharing 

God’s love with all we meet in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 
 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 



* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 

Offering Prayer: (Ps 105, Matt 13)  

Giver of all good gifts, help us be kingdom builders as we offer our gifts to the world. May our gifts be 

like treasure in a field for those waiting for new life. May our offerings be like yeast for those 

hungering for their daily bread. Bless our lives and our giving, that we might be part of the great 

mystery of kingdom building, in world waiting to be remade. Amen. 

 

* Closing Hymn      “Hope of the World”     UMH 178 

 

1. Hope of the world,     2.  Hope of the world, 

thou Christ of great compassion,        God’s gift from highest heaven, 

speak to our fearful          bringing to hungry 

hearts by conflict rent.             Souls the bread of life, 

     Save us, thy people,              still let thy spirit 

     from consuming passion,              to heal earth’s wounds 

and aims are spent.              and end all bitter strife. 

 

3. Hope of the world,              4.  Hope of the world, 

afoot on dusty highways,             who by thy cross didst save us 

showing to wandering                        from death and dark despair, 

souls the path of light,                        from sin and guilt, 

walk thou beside us              we render back the 

lest the tempting byways             love thy mercy gave us; 

lure us away from              take thou our lives, 

thee to endless night.              And use them as thou wilt. 

 

5. Hope of the world, 

O Christ o’er death victorious, 

who by this sign didst 

conquer grief and pain, 

we would be faithful 

to thy gospel glorious; 

thou art our Lord! 

Thou dost forever reign. 

* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Let us go forth leaving our black clouds behind. May we live as disciples of Jesus Christ living 

according to His will, and sharing His good news! 

POSTLUDE              “It is Well with My Soul”                          UMH 377 


