
 
 

           Johnsville United Methodist Church 
Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     September 13, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE                                        “O, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” (Ton-Y-Tel)                                                            

         

* OPENING HYMN            “O How I Love Jesus”            UMH 170 

1. There is a name     Refrain 

I love to hear,     O how I love Jesus, 

I love to sing its worth;    O how I love Jesus, 

it sounds like music     O how I love Jesus, 

in my ear,      because he first loved me! 

the sweetest name on earth. 

2. It tells me of     3.  It tells of one 

a Savior’s love,     whose loving heart 

who died to set me free;    can feel my deepest woe; 

it tells me of      who in each sorrow 

his precious blood,     bears a part 

the sinner’s perfect plea.    That none can bear below. 

Refrain      Refrain 

 



*Call to Worship: 

              Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.   
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Keep our Lord Jesus in Mind as you honor the first day of the week.  
 People: We will keep our Lord Jesus in mind as we honor the day of his resurrection. 
 
Opening Prayer BOW 517 

God of all ages, in your sight nations rise and fall, and pass through  times of peril. Now when 

our land is troubled, be near to judge and save. May leaders be led by your wisdom; may they 

search your will and see it clearly.  If we have turned from your way, reverse our ways and 

help us to repent.  Give us your light and your truth, let them guide us; through Jesus Christ, 

who is Lord of this world, and our Savior.  Amen. 

Special Music “It Is Well With My Soul”      Trio: Donate Gardner, Rebecca Price, Jodie Morris 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

O Healer of Galilee, 

 We thank you for the ways you manifest yourself to us in the joys we share. 

We trust that you are afflicted in the sufferings of your people and are full of compassion and tender 

mercy.  Hear us as we pray for those who suffer: 

For all who suffer in trauma in body or mind . . . 

For those whose livelihood is insecure, the overworked, the hungry, the homeless, and the destitute, 

for those who have been downtrodden, ruined, and driven to despair . . . 

For little children, whose surroundings hide them from your love and beauty, for all the fatherless and 

motherless. . .  

For those who have to bear their burdens alone, and for all who have lost those whom they love . . .  

For those who are in doubt and anguish of soul, for those who are oversensitive and afraid . .  . 

For those who suffer through their own wrongdoing . . .  

For those for those whose suffering is unrelieved by the knowledge of your love . . . 

Set free, Helper of the weak, the souls of your servants from all restlessness and anxiety.  

Give us the peace and power that flow from you.  Keep us in all perplexities and distresses, in all 

griefs and grievances, from any fear of faithlessness; that being upheld by your strength and stayed 

on the rock of your faithfulness, through storm and stress we may abide in you.  Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 



who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

*Hymn      “My Hope Is Built”       UMH 368 

1. My hope is built      Refrain 
on nothing less      On Christ the solid 
than Jesus’ blood      rock I stand 
and righteousness.      All other ground 
I dare not trust      is sinking sand; 
the sweetest frame,      all other ground 
but wholly lean      is sinking sand. 
on Jesus’ name. 
 

2. When darkness veils     3.  His oath, his covenant, 
his lovely face,      his blood 
I rest on his       support me in  
unchanging grace.      The whelming flood. 
In every high       When all around 
and stormy gale,      my soul gives way, 
my anchor holds      he then is all 
within the veil.      My hope and stay. 
Refrain       Refrain 
 

4. When he shall come 
with trumpet sound, 

O may I then 
in him be found! 
Dressed in his 

righteousness alone, 
faultless to stand 
before the throne! 

Refrain 
 
Scripture Readings  

Epistle Lesson: Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.  

2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.  

3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment 
on those who eat; for God has welcomed them.  

are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.  

5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 
convinced in their own minds. 

 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the 
Lord, since they give thanks to God;  



while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.  

7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  

8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s.  

9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  

11For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give 
praise to God.”  

12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 18:24-35 

When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him;  

and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all 
his possessions, and payment to be made.  

So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  

But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him by the throat,  

he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you.’  

But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow 
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord 
all that had taken place.  

Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because 
you pleaded with me.  

Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’  

And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.  

So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart.” 

Sermon:    “Living the Love of Those Who Are Forgiven”         Pastor Shari McCourt 

      

The news continues to be filled with protests, rioting, and demands for apologies, in the midst 

of the continued pandemic. I have been reading in several books and periodicals lately about the 

language that we don’t use much in our society.  That language is language of forgiveness.  We have 

replaced that language with language of judgment, guilt, and placing blame. 



We will talk first about the continued teachings from Paul’s Epistle letter to the Romans. The 

last number of weeks we have had a mini bible study from Paul’s writings in Romans. 

Romans 14:1-12 may be summed up by saying “do not judge others.” The discourse in the 

passage that talks about judging those who eat anything, over those who eat only veggies, is an 

argument regarding cleanliness laws. It is an interesting discourse because what people eat still 

surfaces in families today. 

One day, when I served as a chaplain, I was talking to a man who was very distraught about 

his up-coming family gathering.  Many of his children had become vegetarian. He and his wife were 

very perplexed as to what to cook. They did not want to give up their family traditions in order not to 

offend some of their children, and in-laws. He looked at me and said, “This whole thing is making me 

sick! It is breaking my heart!” He shared, that he did not want to hear his children tell him, that what 

he was putting into his body was sinful! He told me at one time they all ate the same kind of foods, 

and his mother, and grandmother had cooked some of these dishes. He claimed it was like the kids 

were saying that they were sinful people too! He asked me, “What is so bad about a little ham for 

Easter?” 

I asked the man, if he and his wife, could entertain having a few new dishes added to what 

they usually eat. I asked if they had thought about the additions in order respect the family traditions 

of the spouses of their children. Now that they have become one family, how had they thought of 

including their traditions? 

He said that they have not given it any thought to including their traditions. I asked him what 

were his favorite dishes?  In the midst of the conversation, I learned, and he remembered, that some 

of those favorite dishes had come from in-laws. The man could readily see where he could 

compromise and move forward with their celebration. 

The most difficult part of our discussion is that, even though the man had identified where he 

had judged his children, and where the children had accused him, he could not forgive enough to let 

go of the hurt. He told me that he was so used to hanging on to the hurt of a situation, that he would 

continue to judge past the time of figuring things out, because he did not know how to let go of the 

pain to move forward. He was sitting in the hospital telling me that it was making him sick and 

breaking his heart. He was right! It was! Judging others, and the lack of forgiveness can make you 

sick! 

The text from Mathew is always a difficult text. Peter asked Jesus if a member of the church 

sinned against him how often should he forgive him. Actually, those of us who have spent most of our 

lives in a church community, often wonder the same thing. Peter was not a dumb bunny. He knew his 

Jewish numerology. He asked if seven times to forgive someone was enough. Seven is the number 

of completion, so it seemed reasonable. 

Jesus gave the answer that most of us cringe when we hear it, because Jesus was very 

specific to say not 7 but 77. How many of us have ever forgiven anyone person 77 times? Some of us 

remember this as 70 X7!  That is the implied message. Forgiveness for God’s people should be 

limitless! 



Jesus told this parable. There was this king who wished to settle his accounts with his slaves. 

While squaring up his books, he found that one of the slaves owed him ten thousand talents. One 

talent was equal to over 16 years’ worth of wages for one laborer. This guy owed ten times 16 years’ 

worth of wages. That would be a lot of money for us today. 

This poor guy could not pay up, so the Lord ordered to have him sold together with his wife, 

children, and all of his possessions. This poor guy fell on his knees, and begged the Lord not to sell 

him. He begged, “Be patient with me.  I will work very hard and pay it all back to you.” The lord did 

take pity on him, and forgave his debt, and released him from slavery. 

The same poor guy did not practice the same kind of forgiveness. The fellow slave that owed 

him money, he grabbed by the throat, and demanded to be paid.  The fellow slave did not have the 

money to repay him so, he had them thrown in prison until he was repaid everything owed to him. 

The other slaves were very distressed, and went to the lord and reported what he had done. The lord 

was very angry with him for not practicing the same forgiveness that he had been taught. The lord 

had him tortured until he repaid his debt. This parable is a difficult teaching for us. 

We so very quickly forget how much God has forgiven us, and paid the debt for our sins with 

God’s own precious, son, Jesus in order to reconcile our relationship with our God. Still we struggle to 

forgive one another. In this very community, there may be people we may need to forgive. Maybe it is 

a previous pastor, or family member, that is holding us back. 

Like the man I had visited, sometimes we are so used to holding on to the pain that we cannot 

forgive. We are afraid to let go of the hurt. People hold hurt out of fear of what might replace it. We 

would rather hold on to the old ways, than to make room for the healing, that might come from the 

change from the hurt to forgiveness. 

The parable is about God’s limitless forgiveness for us, and the limitless forgiveness that we 

are called to live out in our lives, and within the Christian community. Forgiveness is something that 

we do for ourselves, and our own healing. Forgiveness is also something we are called to do by the 

example of God’s forgiveness for us through Jesus the Christ. Who do we need to forgive today? 

Who do we need to ask forgiveness from this week? 

Gracious God, 

Place on our hearts those that we need to forgive, or ask forgiveness from, so that we might move 

forward to live the kind of lives you have called us to live.  Thank you for the way in which you forgive 

us as your people, and most of all thank you for giving Your son, Jesus for us.  Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

OFFERTORY                

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 
 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 



mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 1106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
*Offering Prayer  

Receive the gifts we now offer, that they may become the gift of hope to a world in despair. 
Receive our lives as instruments of your grace, that we may become the gift of love to people 
who are hurting.  Receive us, redeem us, reclaim us, that we may be your people—a people of 
promise and hope.  Amen. 

* Closing Hymn     “Help Us Accept Each Other”     UMH 560 

 

1. Help us accept each other    2.  Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, 

as Christ accepted us;     as in our daily life 

teach us as sister, brother,     we struggle to be human 

each person to embrace.     And search for hope and faith. 

Be present, Lord, among us,    Teach us to care for people, 

and bring us to believe     for all, not just for some, 

we are ourselves accepted     to love them as we find them, 

and meant to love and live.     Or as they may become. 

 

3. Let your acceptance change us,   4.  Lord, for today’s encounters 

so that we may be moved     with all who are in need, 

in living situations      who hunger for acceptance, 

to do the truth in love;     for righteousness and bread. 

to practice your acceptance,    we need new eyes for seeing, 

until we know by heart     new hands for holding on; 

the table of forgiveness     renew us with your Spirit; 

and laughter’s healing art.     Lord, free us, make us one! 

             

* BENEDICTION     

Let us go forth living the love of those who have the hope of the forgiven, and forgiving people of 

God. Let us share this peace with those who God places in our path. In the name of the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. Amen.                                                                                                                         

 

* POSTLUDE             “I Love You, Lord” (Klein)              

 

 


