
 
 

           Johnsville United Methodist Church 
Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     September 27, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE                           “Sing Alleluia to the Lord” (Stassen)                                                                                                  

 

*Opening Hymn    “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”   UMH 154 

1. All hail the power of Jesus’ name!   2.  Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, 
Let angels prostrate fall;     ye ransomed from the fall, 
bring forth the royal diadem,    hail him who saves you by his grace, 
and crown him Lord of all.     And crown him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem,    Hail him who saves you by his grace, 
and crown him Lord of all.     and crown him Lord of all. 
 

3. Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget   4.  Let every kindred, every tribe 
the wormwood and the gall,    on this terrestrial ball, 
go spread your trophies at his feet,   to him all majesty ascribe, 
and crown him Lord of all.     and crown him Lord of all. 
Go spread your trophies at his feet,   To him all majesty ascribe, 
and crown him Lord of all.     and crown him Lord of all. 
 

5. Crown him, ye martyrs of your God,   6.  O that with yonder sacred throng 
who from his altar call,     we at his feet may fall! 
extol the Stem of Jesse’s Rod,    We’ll join the everlasting song, 
and crown him Lord of all.     and crown him Lord of all! 
Extol the Stem of Jesse’s Rod,    We’ll join the everlasting song, 
and crown him Lord of all.     and crown him Lord of all. 



*Call to Worship:(Philippians 2) 

 Leader: Come, let us bow before the holy One.  

    People: Come, let us confess God’s might. 

 Leader: Come, let us feel God’s mercy.  

 People: Come, let us live in God’s light. 

 Leader: As God’s people, we lift our voices in praise.   

                People: Glory to you, gracious and loving God! 

Open Prayer (Matthew 21 and Philippians 2) 

Gracious Lord, how shall we do your will your will today?  Will it be in acts of praise, in gifts 

shared, in prayers lifted?  Who will you lead us to serve?  Help us trust you.  Help us listen?  

Bless this community as we come together in worship.  Encourage us, comfort us, unite us, 

make our joy complete.  Amen.  

Special Music    “Be Ye Glad” (Blanchard)                   Linda Wood, soloist 

  

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Holy One, so many times, we over think everything, including how you call us to serve. We put so 

much in the way of your calling. We too often rehash old scares that we carry like a prize. We 

prioritize what we think is important, without putting on the mind of Christ to help us see as He sees, 

and live as you would have live our new life through Him. Forgive us O, Lord. Wash us clean, and 

place a heart of faith and service of your Son within us. Send out your Holy Spirit into the world to 

heal, grant peace, and guide us all to live Your love. Be with those who are ill, grieve, and suffer. Let 

us live your hope so that others may see that Your Son is the truth, the way and the life. Amen. 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

*Hymn      “Jesus, United by Thy Grace”                        UMH 561 

1. Jesus, united by thy grace   2.  Help us to help each other, Lord, 
and each to each endeared,   each other’s cross to bear; 
with confidence we seek thy face   let all their friendly aid afford, 
and know our prayer is heard.   And feel each other’s care. 

3. Up unto thee, our living Head,   4.  Touched by the lodestone of thy love, 
let us in all things grow;    let all our hearts agree, 
till thou hast made us free indeed   and ever toward each other move, 
and spotless here below.    And ever move toward thee. 



5. To thee, inseparably joined,   6.  This is the bond of perfectness, 
let all our spirits cleave;    thy spotless charity; 
O may we all the loving mind   O let us, still we pray, possess 
that was in thee receive.    The mind that was in thee. 

Scripture Readings 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 21:23-32 

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said,  

“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 

 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell 
you by what authority I do these things.  

25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?”  

And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’  

26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.”  

27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things.  

28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’  

29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went.  

30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go.  

31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell 
you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.  

32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and 
believe him.  

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 2:1-13   

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, 

 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind.  

3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.  

4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  



5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  

6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited,  

7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form,  

8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.  

9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,  

10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;  

13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

Sermon    “Make a Wish to Be a Servant of Jesus”             Pastor Shari McCourt 

 This text from Matthew contains a parable from Jesus that is sometimes difficult to hear. Jesus 

is questioning the deepest heart’s desire to serve God. We all come into our faith from different 

backgrounds. Even those who were raised in the church, and think that they have the same 

experience as everyone else, had different family contexts from which they came. Some of us have 

had more challenging paths to Jesus than others. 

This text helps us to be open to further examination by the Holy Spirt, regarding our motives 

for service. Ego is a tricky. Ego can lead us to believe that by going through the motions, we have an 

upright and clean heart. Through the power of the ego, we can convenience ourselves that we are 

more righteous than we are. Jesus pointed out in this parable from Matthew that the tax collector, and 

the prostitute, were going into the Kingdom of heaven ahead of the chief priests, and the elders of the 

community. They all recognized that the baptism of John came from heaven, but the chief priests and 

elders regarded the opinion of the crowd as more important than the actions from God. 

So, years ago, I read a story about the difficult journey of this man to answer his calling of God. 

Recently, I saw the movie of this man’s life. This morning I am called to share his story. As a young 

boy, his life was one challenge, after another. His mother and father were divorced. It was a bitter 

divorce. His mother moved around Arizona, so that his father didn’t have opportunity for visitation. 

Every time his father found him the mother moved again, so that he could not be found. His mother 

was involved with other men. She often kicked the child aside with each new relationship. He loved 

his father, and felt loved in return, when he was able to see him. 

One day his mother found a new love interest, and drove off with the new man, leaving the boy 

behind. As a boy, he often worked for food in various places that would hire him. On the day his 

mother drove off without him, the man he worked for, and owned the restaurant, found him left 

behind, distraught, hungry and tired. This man took him into his family, and raised him. 



When he became of age, he joined the U.S. Airforce and served his country. He was 

discharged honorably. He began his career with the Arizona Department of Public Safety, assigned to 

the Arizona Highway Patrol, mostly riding a motor cycle. Having a difficult childhood, he was a rough 

character at times, yet, he developed an interest in working with children as a coach for the Special 

Olympics program. 

Years later he transferred to the Phoenix area to be part of a new 10-man Motorcycle Tactical 

Unit designed to work throughout the state. For the next 7 years, whenever assigned to small towns, 

this man would visit local grade schools, and talk about bicycle safety, and let the children sit on his 

motorcycle. Although in his personal life he struggled, and was very angry, this man longed to give 

back to the community through his service. 

He was chosen as one of the primary officers from the Arizona Highway Patrol, responsible for 

granting the "wish" of a 7-year-old boy with leukemia who wanted to be a Highway Patrol Motorcycle 

Officer like his heroes, Ponch and Jon from the television show, “CHIPS.” The boy’s wish was 

granted, as he was made the first, and only Honorary Arizona Highway Patrol Officer in the history of 

the Arizona Highway Patrol, complete with a custom made uniform, badge, and Motor Officer Wings. 

The boy passed a few days after receiving his “wish.” The man had become very close to the boy, 

and struggled with grief, as he lead the funeral procession all of the way to Kewanee, Illinois.  

It was this random encounter with the young boy that caused this unlikely, rough, hurting, and 

grieving man to start a non-profit foundation organization that would let children "make-a-wish" and 

have it come true. The story that I have been called to share is the story of Frank Shankwitz the 

founder of the Make-A-Wish Foundation. This man could be compared to those from Jesus parable 

who were considered unclean, degraded, and expendable like the prostitutes and tax collectors, 

because he was a child that had been left behind. The Lord had important things for this man to do. 

With everything that the world could put in his path against him, the Spirit of the Lord worked to 

provide him with a home, and influences that shaped, and guided his steps toward a better life 

through his service in the Lord. 

There is no one who the Lord does not attempt to save, but in the end He wants our love and 

devotion. Love and devotion take commitment. Philippians continues to urge us in verses 5-8 

“5Let the same mind be in you that was* in Christ Jesus,  
6who, though he was in the form of God, 

   did not regard equality with God 

   as something to be exploited,  
7but emptied himself, 

   taking the form of a slave, 

   being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form,  
8   he humbled himself 

   and became obedient to the point of death— 

   even death on a cross.”  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kewanee,_Illinois
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This text challenges us in so many ways to look at our lives together to see what more God through 

Christ may do through us in this congregation. How many of you are willing to put Christ’s calling first 

in your life?  Take a moment to think about what that might look like for you.  How might your life 

change? 

Gracious God,  

How are you calling us to serve this day?  Help us to discern your calling of us.  Give us the strength 

and courage to step out in faith to serve you and support your ministry to a world that is in dire need 

of your grace.  Please guide us according to your will in all that we do. Help move us out of the way 

from our life experiences, baggage, and misconceptions into faith-filled committed servants of your 

son, Jesus. In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

 

OFFERTORY  

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
*Offering Prayer  (Exodus 17) 

God of abundance, you fill us with good things; you satisfy thirst; you meet our every need.  
From your rock, our blessings flow.  Accept what give in return: our hearts, our hands, our 
gifts, and our love.  Use them to answer the cries of a world in need.  Amen. 

* Closing Hymn       “Precious Name”       UMH 536    

1. Take the name of Jesus with you,   Refrain 
child of sorrow and of woe;     Precious name, O how sweet! 
it will joy and comfort give you;    Hope of earth and joy of heaven. 
take it then, where’er you go.    Precious name, O how sweet! 
        Hope of earth and joy of heaven. 
 
2. Take the name of Jesus ever,    3.  O the precious name of Jesus! 
as a shield from every snare;    How it thrills our souls with joy, 
if temptations round you gather,    when his loving arms receive us, 
breathe that holy name in prayer.    And his songs our tongues employ! 
Refrain       Refrain 



4. At the name of Jesus bowing, 
falling prostrate at his feet, 

King of kings in heaven we’ll crown him, 
when our journey is complete. 

Refrain 
* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Let us go forth looking and listening as the Lord calls us into His service. May our hearts and minds 

be open to Him, and Him alone. Go now in His peace. 

 

* POSTLUDE                           “Make Me a Servant” (Willard)            

 


