
 
           Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     September 6, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE                               “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”                                                                        

 

* OPENING HYMN       “O Worship the King”      UMH 73 

 

1. O worship the King,    2.  O tell of God’s might, 

all glorious above,     O sing of God’s grace, 

O gratefully sing     Whose robe is the light, 

God’s power and God’s love,   Whose canopy space, 

our Shield and Defender,    whose chariots of wrath 

the Ancient of Days,     the deep thunderclouds form, 

pavilioned in splendor,    and dark is God’s path 

and girded with praise.    On the wings of the storm.  

 

3. The earth with its store    4.  Thy bountiful care, 

of wonders untold,     what tongue can recite? 

Almighty, thy power     It breathes in the air, 

hath founded of old;     it shines in the light; 

hath stablished it fast    it streams from the hills, 

by a changeless decree,    it descends from the plain, 

and round it hath cast,    and sweetly distills in the  

like a mantle, the sea.    Dew and the rain. 



5. Frail children of dust, 

and feeble as frail, 

in thee do we trust, 

nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies, how tender, 

how firm to the end, 

our Maker, Defender, 

Redeemer, and Friend. 

 

Call to Worship (PSALM 149) 

 ONE: Sing a new song to God.  

 MANY: Sing of light and hope. 

 ONE: Praise with dancing and joy. 

 MANY: Praise with lives of love. 

 ONE: Rejoice with strings and drums. 

 MANY: Rejoice with justice and peace. 

 

Opening Prayer  

Holy One of ancient times, we enter your presence to remember and rejoice.  Cover us with 

your love, that we may put on the protection of your steadfast faithfulness.  Guide us with 

your love, that we may seek reconciliation with true repentance and genuine forgiveness.  

Strengthen us with your love, that we may pursue justice and live compassionate lives.  With 

gratitude, in remembrance of  your mighty gifts, we pray.  Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC          “The Lord is My Hope”         Jenna Daly, soloist 

     

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Merciful God, help us to become the people you have created us to be. We yearn to build 

communities of love, but it is easier to tear down than to build up. We long for the healing of nations, 

but it is easier to harm than to heal. We want to bear our grief with dignity but we often forget who 

you are. Bind up our spirits Gracious One, that we might reconcile with those who have caused us 

pain. Help us cast aside the things that chain our spirits, that we might be free to care for one 

another and fulfill your law of love. We pray these things in Jesus name who taught us to pray by 

saying. . .  

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

 

 



* HYMN                                              “He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought”                    UMH 128   

1. He leadeth me:     Refrain: 
O blessed thought!     He leadeth me, he leadeth me, 
O words with heavenly    by his own hand 
comfort fraught!     He leadeth me; 
Whate’er I do,     his faithful follower 
where’er I be,     I would be, 
still ’tis God’s hand     for by his hand 
that leadeth me.     He leadeth me. 

 

2. Sometimes mid scenes    3. Lord, I would place 
of deepest gloom,     my hand in thine, 
sometimes where     nor ever murmur 
Eden’s bowers bloom,    nor repine; 
by waters still,     content whatever 
o’er troubled sea,     lot I see, 
still ’tis his hand     since ‘tis my God 
that leadeth me.     That leadeth me. 
Refrain      Refrain 

 

4. And when my task 
on earth is done, 

when by thy grace 
the victory’s won, 

e’en death’s cold wave 
I will not flee, 

since God through Jordan 
leadeth me. 

Refrain 

 

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE—Exodus 12:1-14  

12The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the 

beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of 

Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 

household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining 

one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be 

without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it 

until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter 

it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 

houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the 

fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted 

over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 

anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, 

your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover 

of the Lord. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn 



in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgments: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I 

see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; 

throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

 

SERMON   COVERED IN THE HOPE OF GOD’S LOVE   REV. SHARI MCCOURT 

 

I will begin today’s message with a disclaimer. The 14 verses from the book of Exodus chapter 

12, are packed full of information to discuss, unpack and debate. We could easily spend a couple of 

hours in a Bible study talking about it. So I hope you will continue to study this passage beyond to our 

time today. 

The story of the initiation of the Passover comes in the midst of the last of the plagues that had 

been sent over the land of Egypt, plagues that God used to save God’s people. Then the Lord gave 

elaborate instructions with great detail to Moses to follow for this liturgical act of worship. Liturgy 

means the “work of the people.” The first work, was that Lord changed their calendar to begin, with 

this liturgical celebration of God’s saving act, and recognition of God’s grace. The calendar was 

changed again with the saving act of grace in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Both are to be 

remembered and celebrated as God’s saving acts of mercy, love and grace for God’s people. 

The Passover was commanded by God to celebrate God’s saving acts and it was to be 

celebrated as the “work of the people” for generations to come. The instructions were not simple. 

They were meant to have detail that would take time and be transformational for God’s people to 

remember who they are and whose they are.  

The text is divided into sections. 

1. The command  

2. The act of obedience of God’s people 

God was very personal in the instructions. Each family was to sacrifice a first born unblemished lamb. 

God did not want only one lamb sacrificed for the whole nation, but each family must be a part of the 

whole experience. Families that were too small or poor to be able to sacrifice a lamb were to be 

combined or included with other families so that they too maybe saved. God’s saving acts were 

meant for everyone. Neighbors in the community were meant to work together as a way of life for 

God’s people, to identify themselves with the salvation that comes from the Lamb of God. 

We too are meant to work together getting our “hands dirty” reaching out to those in this 

community to share the Good news of God’s love for us through Jesus Christ. The cross of Jesus is 

also very personal as, Jesus God’s only son, died for each one of us personally as well as the whole 

world. The symbol of the Lamb was important for that community because sheep were a highly 

valued commodity. 

The word festival becomes worship in this text as this act is to be celebrated as sacred. Cooking 

the meal with care is so very important. Bitter herbs were used to remind the people of the bitterness 

of slavery and oppression from which God was saving them and us. We are saved from the bitterness 

of the slavery of sin which Jesus died for our behalf, and the bitterness of the slavery of sin, and 



oppression. Many of us cook with herbs, and use them for medicinal purposes. I also cook with herbs 

daily, so daily I am reminded of this passage.  

This meal was to have unleavened bread, eaten not just for one meal, but for weeks in order for 

God to help the community transform their way of thinking. They were to become a community of 

people, ready to move forward to travel, when God called them. The use of unleavened bread was 

used, because the use of yeast, took time to rise. This was to promote cautious obedient behavior. 

This special diet lends to creating the belief that God’s people, are to depart from their socioeconomic 

systems to fully trust in God. All communities have their own unique sense of culture and language. 

In God’s community, the language of blood is important. The blood of the lamb, smeared on the 

door posts, identified God’s people, and linked them together. Blood ties are common, because they 

indicate a familia bond, and certain way of doing things. Blood is thicker than water! God’s faith 

community is bound together by the blood that was shed for God’s people through the sacrifice of the 

Lamb of God. For Christians that Lamb of God, is Jesus. For those at the time of the initiation of 

Passover, which had two different meanings; 

1. Pesah abor which marked when Yahweh passed over the people of Israel. 

2. Comes from verses 11-13 which means Yahweh shall “go out” through the land as a 

destroyer. 

The blood of the lamb became the sign of those marked as exempt from destruction. This was a 

visual sign of God’s protection. Those in this text who refused their obedience to God were cut off, 

excommunicated, and caused their own destruction. 

          When we celebrate The Lord’s Supper, Holy Eucharist, or Communion, we celebrate the hope 

that we have from our God, through God’s only son Jesus Christ, whose blood gives us hope for new 

life, now and in the life to come. We will remember the saving acts of God for God’s people. We will 

remember the last supper Jesus had with his disciples, before his blood was shed for us. We can 

remember and give thanks, and praise to God, for covering us in the hope of love, of the life we live 

now with God.  

          May we keep ourselves prepared to move forward, as called by God, living in loving obedience, 

of the One who seeks to save us, and transform us, into a sign community for a world in need of 

God’s grace.  Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 
 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 

 



* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Offering Prayer    

     Receive these gifts, tithes and offerings of love, O God.  Bless them with your grace, that all who 

receive them may be covered in compassion and led by hope. In Your holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 

                                                                               

* CLOSING HYMN:           “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”     UMH 557  

 

1. Blest be the tie that binds   2.  Before our Father’s throne 

our hearts in Christian love;       we pour our ardent prayers; 

the fellowship of kindred minds            our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

is like to that above.                                  Our comforts and our cares. 

                                                   

3.  We share each other’s woes,  4.  When we asunder part, 

     our mutual burdens bear;        it gives us inward pain; 

     and often for each other flows       but we shall still be joined in heart, 

     the sympathizing tear.        And hope to meet again. 

 

* BENEDICTION  

Let us go forth remembering the good news of the sacrifice that was made for us. Let us share this 

good news with all we meet. Amen. 

   

* POSTLUDE                            “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” (Lemmel) 

 

 

 

 

 
 


