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*CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm of the Woodlands      Book of Worship 508  
 
                  Leader  As a tree in the forest becomes tall reaching for the light may we grow 
above the shadows of sin, fear, and doubt. 
 
                  People:  As it gives shelter and shade to its friends of fur and feather, so may we 
help those brothers and sisters who are smaller and weaker then ourselves. 
 
                   Leader:  The tree sends down roots deep into the soil that it may be nourished by mother 
earth. 
  
People: May we be as firmly grounded by the love of Christ and sustained by his grace. 
 
Leader:  If a tree fall and decays, it provides nourishment for new plants and gives its place in the 
sun for others. 
 
People:  Our Lord and Savior died to make a new life and a new place for us. 
 
Leader:  When a tree in the forest is cut down, its wood is used for shelter and   fuel. 
 
People:  Jesus taught that only when life is surrendered, when love is poured out, can we 
build his kingdom and reflect the warmth of his Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



*Opening Prayer   For Creation        Book of Worship 507 
 
Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi for all Created Things 
 
O most high, omnipotent, good Lord God, to you belong praise, glory,  
honor and all blessing. 
 
For our brother the son, who is our day and who brings us the light, who is fair, and radiant with a 
very great splendor; 
 
Praised be our Lord. 
 
For our sister moon, and for the stars, which you have set clear and lovely in heaven; 
 
For our brother the wind, and for air and clouds, calms and all weather; 
 
For our sister, who serves us and is humble and precious and chaste; 
 
For our brother fire, by whom you light up the night, and who is fair and merry, and very mighty and 
strong; 
 
For our mother the earth, who sustains us and keeps us, and brings forth various fruits, and flowers of 
many colors, and grass; 
 
For all those who pardon one another for your love’s sake, and who bear weakness and tribulation; 
 
Blessed are they who peaceably shall endure, walking by your most holy will; for you, O Most High, 
shall give them a crown. 
 
Praise and bless the Lord, and give thanks unto God, and serve God with great humility.  
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession      Book of Worship 494 
 
Creator God, breathing your own life into our being, you gave us the gift of life.  You placed us on this 
earth with its minerals and waters, flowers and fruits, living creatures of grace and beauty.  You gave 
us the care of the earth.  Today you call us: “Where are you; what have you done?’ 
 
Silent Prayer for Creation. 
 
We hide in utter shame, for we are naked.  We violate the earth and plunder it.  We refuse to share 
the earth’s resources.  We seek to own what is not ours, but yours. 
Forgive us, Creator God, and reconcile us to your creation. 
 
O God of Love, you gave us the gift of peoples—of cultures, races, and colors—to love, to care for, to 
share our lives with.  Today you ask us: “Where is your brother, your sister?” 
 
Silent Prayer for Others. 
  
We hide ourselves in shame and fear.  Poverty, hunger, hatred, and war rule the earth.  The 
refugees, the oppressed, and the voiceless cry out to you.  Forgive us, O God of Love, and reconcile 
us to yourself and to one another. 
 



Teach us, O Creator God of Love, that the earth and all its fullness is yours, the world and 
those who dwell in it.  Call us yet again to safeguard the gift of life.  Amen. 
 
 
Gospel Lesson: Luke 14:7-14 
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8‘When you are 
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone 
more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may 
come and say to you, “Give this person your place”, and then in disgrace you would start to take the 
lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be honored in the presence of all 
who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.’  
12 He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite 
your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, 
and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and 
the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.’ 
 
Reflections of the reading and the prayers. 
 
The Prayer of Saint Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O Divine Master, 
Grant that I may not so much seek  
to be consoled and to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
 
The Task Forces of both St. Paul and Johnsville met and have decided not to open either church 
presently.  They will revisit the issue in mid-October.  Please continue to pray for our churches, our 
community, our state and the world.   
 
Johnsville Church Council and Task Force – October 15, 7:00 pm 
St. Paul Ad Council – October 20 7:00 pm 
 
 
 

 

 



Shepherd’s Staff Blessings Closet at New Windsor 
 

The Blessings Closet will begin on Wednesday, October 14, 2020 and will be open the second 
Wednesday of each month from 5:15 p.m. – 6:30 p.m., coinciding with the New Windsor Food Bank 
hours. They will be accepting donations at their location on 200 Main Street in New Windsor. They 
will start by collecting paper towels, toilet paper, dish soap, trash bags, Pine Sol, and powder or liquid 
laundry detergent and will expand to more items in the future. Monetary donations will also be 
accepted. Donations will be received during their service times on 5:15-6:30 PM. To make an 
appointment to receive items, individuals should call 443-547-8850. 
You are invited to be part of the consecration of this ministry! Please come Wednesday, October 14th, 
at 5:00 PM! We will meet on the parking lot side of St. Paul near the front door. Please wear a mask, 
and social distance 6 feet apart from those present. Let us lift our praise and blessings to God for this 
new ministry. 
See you there! Pastor Shari 
 

Prayer Requests 

 Safety for Heidi and Todd 

 Francis Moats  

 Mike Lehman continued prayers for healing  

 Mike Luers  

 Louise Grabill  

 Patsy Eyler  

 Mack Warren – Praise be to God for Mack’s continued healing and progress.  Keep those 
prayers coming.  

 Harrison Warren, brother of Mack – continued prayers for healing. 

 Susie Chause – prayers for healing 

 McKenna Black – continued prayers for healing 

 Pam Bailey – sister of Wayne Trout 

 Bill Hamrick 

 Greg Miller – for healing. 

 Pastor Lane for continued healing. 

 All those affected by the wildfires burning rampant on the west coast. 

 Peace for the unrest in our world. 

 Elizabeth Mosko, friend of Marian Goettee, for healing 

 Continued prayers for the Comstock family.  For grief and healing. 

 Joyce King 
Dean Ridgely for healing 
Pat Yeardon for healing 
Bernice Richburg for healing 

 

 


