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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     November 29, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE                   “El Shaddai” (Michael Card)                                                                                                              
 

WELCOME                                                                                                                                 
 

*Opening Hymn    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     UMH 196 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,   2.  Born thy people to deliver, 
born to set thy people free;     born a child and yet a King, 
from our fears and sins release us,   born to reign in us forever, 
let us find our rest in thee.     Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
Israel’s strength and consolation,    By thine own eternal spirit 
hope of all the earth thou art;    rule in all our hearts alone; 
dear desire of every nation,    by thine all sufficient merit, 
joy of every longing heart.     Raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
*Call to Worship:    (Isaiah 64, Mark 13)  

   Leader: We are waiting…in the dark of the year we are waiting   

    People: we are waiting…for the potter to shape our lives. 

 Leader: We are waiting…to see clearly what lies hidden in the darkness. 

 People: we are waiting, awake and alert…ready for God to come. 

 Leader: In the darkness a candle is lit. The light comforts our waiting. 

 People: The light reminds us of the one who is come. 



2 
 

*OPENING PRAYER  (Isaiah 64) 

O God, come to us in our need. Like a shepherd you care for us. Like a potter, you shape our 

lives. Faithful God, we are waiting for you. Come down to us. Come down to us as fire, and 

burn away the bonds that hold us back. Light our spirits with your eternal love, Shape us with 

your hands, that we may be vessels fit to receive your presence. We are waiting Holy One. We 

place our trust in your love. Amen.  

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

   People: Merciful God, you are our light and our hope: Come to us in our worry and 

distress; drive away our fear.  Come to rule the world with your truth and grace; 

guide the nations to reflect the glories of your justice and love.  Make us ready to 

observe the birth of the Prince of Peace that we may work always for the coming of 

your perfect peace. In the name of Christ our Savior.  Amen.  

 Leader: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Hope.  May the light sent from God 

shine in the darkness to show us the way of salvation.  O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

Special Music   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                  Alexa Hayman, soloist 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
You call us to wait, to watch, to be ready, but we are so easily distracted, busily dong other things. 
We grow drowsy and complacent. Give us wisdom, as we prepare for your coming. Forgive our 
foolishness and our impatience. Restore us by your grace. Look upon us with your favor, that we 
may know your presence. Shape us into vessels of blessing, for we are your children, longing to 
touch your Spirit, and be healed and renewed. Be with those of us who are not present with us this 
day for whatever reason that all may experience your healing and hope through your son Jesus who 
taught his disciples to pray by saying these words.. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

*Hymn                                “People, Look East”    UMH 202 

1. People, look east. The time is near   2.  Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
of the crowning of the year.    One more seed is planted there. 
Make your house fair as you are able,   Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
trim the hearth and set the table.    That in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today:    People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Guest, is on the way.    Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 
3. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,  4.  Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
one more light the bowl shall brim,   him who brings new life to earth. 
shining beyond the frosty weather,   Set every peak and valley humming 
bright as sun and moon together.    With the word, the Lord is coming. 
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People, look east and sing today:    People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Star, is on the way.    Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
Scripture Readings 

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 
Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 
kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking 
in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Gospel Lesson: Mark 13:24-37 

 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

   and the moon will not give its light,  
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  
26Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. 27Then he will 

send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends 

of heaven.  

28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 

you know that summer is near.  

29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he* is near, at the very gates.  

30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.  

31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father.  

33Beware, keep alert;* for you do not know when the time will come.  

34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with 

his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.  

35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn,  
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36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.’  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:    “Our Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”              Rev. Shari McCourt 

 Today is the first Sunday in Advent! Advent is the start to the new church calendar year. Happy 

New Year! Advent is a time to wake up! Prepare! Get your act together! We hear this every year as the 

church makes this bold announcement: "Christ will come again!"  

 The scripture this morning tells us that Christ will come again, when we least expect it.  This 

coming again is called Christ’s “parousia.”  (pah-roo-see-uh) This is a “Greek term meaning arrival, 

coming, or being present.” Mark 13:26-27, said, “26Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in 

clouds” with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 

four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” This passage is also linked to 

judgment. The reference of the fig tree reminds us that, when we see the signs, we should be ready. 

We need to be about Christ’s work in the world keeping our covenant with God. God’s covenant 

contains laws for living without bloodshed, and living without sinful behavior that would be harmful to 

one’s self or neighbor. The warning and reminder of covenant relationship is to encourage the 

followers into active involvement in God’s mission.  

These folks who were beginning to become discouraged that Christ had not come, were living 

life as usual, usual before Christ came the first time. This passage is definitely, a message for today. 

This passage is a wake-up call, a warning to the followers at the time of the writing as well as now to 

get with attending to God’s mission! God’s mission is to gather God’s children into community. The 

early Christians were not so different than we are. They thought Christ was coming back soon, very 

soon!  

This passage was a wake-up call to them as it is a wake-up call to us to continue to live our 

lives like these could be our last days. This is a time to focus on our discipleship, not on the 

materialism projected in the worldly view of the season. We need to be alert, and attend to nurturing 

our souls, so that we will be prepared for Christ’s second coming.  

Advent is a season of spiritual preparation. Today’s gospel lesson instructs us not to be 

looking for a tiny helpless child to come again, but for Christ’s second coming. When we look around 

in our neighborhoods, community, our state, country, and the world, we all need the saving power of 

Jesus the Christ. We also need to be about His work. We are to gather all of God's children into the 

community and prepare for the harvest banquet. Advent is a time to prepare for the holy season. We 

do all kinds of things to prepare. We buy gifts, wrap packages, bake cookies, and decorate. Advent is 

a time for getting our lives into a state of being blameless before God, and to live out our Christian 

discipleship each day, as though it may be our last day.   
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This year we will have a mini sermon series for Advent into Christmas. Each week will learn a 

little of the history behind some of the most popular Christmas hymns. This week our hymn is “O 

Come, O Come, Emmanuel”. It is probably the oldest Christmas carol sung today. Its origin dates 

back over 1,200 years ago. It was sung in monasteries, most likely in Latin. Usually, sung in formal 

Catholic services before the “Magnificat”, or we often pray the “Canticle of Mary.” The author is 

unknown, but is thought to be a priest or a monk. It is a hymn that is usually not heard until what were 

referred to as “Advent Vespers.” 

Many called it, the hymn of the “Great Antiphons.” 

Antiphons are short sentences that are sung as part of the liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people”. 

So the antiphons sing praises, and tell bits of the story of Christ’s birth, that we all tell as ‘the people’. 

They get us into practice for sharing the good news.  

This hymn tells the story of who Jesus is, and the fulfillment of God in sending His only son to 

save God’s people. In the Dark Ages, this hymn taught the average person, who could not read, the 

story of how the Old and New Testaments come together in Jesus’ story. Born in 1818, a man named 

John Mason Neale, a priest, who was brilliant, translated this hymn into language for the average 

person. Neale was thought to be a progressive, evangelical, and maybe even spiritually liberal, a free 

thinker. He should have been a great in the church, but instead he was sent to Madeira Island of the 

northwest coast of Africa. He was laid aside by the church and made a warden. Neale did not give up 

on his calling by God, or God. 

On a pittance of twenty-seven pounds a year salary, the Lord used him to establish the 

Sisterhood of St. Margaret. In the book, Stories Behind the Best-Loved Songs of Christmas, by Ace 

Collins, he depicts Neale’s work and calling, “From this order began an orphanage, a school for girls, 

and a house of refuge for prostitutes. And these noble ministries were just the beginning. When he 

wasn’t ministering to those who could truly be called “the least of these,” the often frail and sickly 

Neale reviewed every facet of Scripture and Scripture-based writing he could find. It was during these 

studies that he came across the Latin chant, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” in a book called 

Psalteroium Cantionum Catholicarum. Seizing on the importance of the song’s inspired text, Neale 

translated the works into English. Interestingly, in his initial work, the lyrics began, “Draw nigh, draw 

nigh, Emmanuel.” (pp 128) In the 1850’s Neale’s translation combined with the tune “Veni Emmanuel” 

the hymn was published in England. Twenty-five years later, over time the lyrics had been cut to five 

verses with the name change to “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” it became popular all over America 

and Europe. 

The first verse of the hymn introduces Jesus and Emmanuel or God with us from Isaiah 7:14, 

and Matthew 1:23. “God with us” has come to us through Jesus to pay the ransom to free us from the 

death of sin. Jesus, “God with us”, has come as the root of Jesse’s tree, the only one who has the 

power to defeat Satan. It is through Him that those who follow His light will have eternal life. We sing 

further into the hymn calling on the true wisdom of God through, Jesus as the only source to reach 

our world for salvation, and hope for peace. 
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I encourage you this next week to find the lyrics to this hymn to study the Biblical and 

theological references it provides, as part of your spiritual preparation for the season. Sing, “O Come, 

O Come, Emmanuel,” and seek Him to fill your heart with hope like no other. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD   
    
OFFERTORY  
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Offering Prayer  
In every way, we have been enriched through our faith in Christ Jesus.  God as granted us 

grace.  God has blessed us with every spiritual gift needed to be the body of Christ.  God has 

strengthened us for the journey.  Enriched by so many blessings, let us demonstrate our faith 

anew as we present our gifts and offerings to the One who has so richly blessed us.  Amen. 

* CELEBRATION SONG     “Soon and Very Soon”           UMH 706 

1. Soon and very soon,     2.  No more dying there, 
we are going to see the King; (Hallelujah!)  we are going to see the King; (Hallelujah!) 
soon and very soon,     no more dying there, 
we are going to see the King; (Hallelujah!)  we are going to see the King; (Hallelujah!) 
soon and very soon,     no more dying there, 
we are going to see the King.    we are going to see the King. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!     Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
We’re going to see the King.    We’re going to see the King. 
 

  3. No more crying there, 

we are going to see the King; (Hallelujah!) 

no more crying there, 

 we are going to see the King; (Hallelujah!) 

no more crying there, 

we are going to see the King. 
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Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

We’re going to see the King. 

 

* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

 

* POSTLUDE                               “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                  


