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 Johnsville United Methodist Church 
Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     December 20, 2020               

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE                  “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                                                                                                               
 

WELCOME                                                                                                                                 
 

*Opening Hymn     “Once in Royal David’s City”          UMH 250 

1. Once in royal David’s city    2.  He came down to earth from heaven 
stood a lowly cattle shed,     who is God and Lord of all, 
where a mother laid her baby    and his shelter was a stable, 
in a manger for his bed;     and his cradle was a stall. 
Mary, loving mother mild,     With the poor, the scorned, the lowly 
Jesus Christ, her little child.    Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3. Jesus is our childhood’s pattern;   4.  And our eyes at last shall see him, 
day by day, like us he grew;    through his own redeeming love; 
he was little, weak, and helpless,    for that child so dear and gentle 
tears and smiles  like us he knew;    is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he feeleth for our sadness,    and he leads his children on 
and he shareth in our gladness.    To the place where he is gone. 
 

*Call to Worship:    (Luke 1)  

   Leader: O magnify the Lord!   

    People: God is worthy to be praised! 
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 Leader: O magnify the Lord!  

 People: God is worthy to be praised!  

*OPENING PRAYER  (Luke 1) 

Mighty God, pour out your Holy Spirit on all of us gathered here.  As we follow in Mary’s 

footsteps, open our hearts, that we might be filled with your goodness and your love; live in 

us, that we might truly be blessed and offer your blessing of love to the world. Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Leader: Son of God, you took on human likeness and became obedient to death: Return to 

reign over the earth you love.   

People: Savior of the nations, come. 

Leader: Mary's Child, you made your home with us, and God exalted you: Shine with the light 

no night can overcome. 

People: Savior of the nations, come. 

Leader: Crucified risen Jesus, your name is above every name: Bring us to the tree of life for 

the healing and on earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  Amen.  

Leader: We light this candle as a symbol of the Prince of Peace.  May the visitation of your 

Holy Spirit, O God, made us ready for the coming of Jesus, our hope and joy.  O come, O 

come, Emmanuel. 

Special Music            “Mary, Did You Know?”                           Seth Hench, soloist 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  
God of David and Mary, we confess our impatience and lack of discipline. 
The pace of the holidays sweeps us along like leaves before the wind. 
We are set on what we want 
   so that we are blind and deaf to angels. 
We are not yet prepared to say with Mary,  
   "Let it be to me according to your word." 
We need moments of stillness,  
   even in snarled traffic or noisy store,  
   when Christ is conceived in us. 
We yearn for love to find a home in us. 
Forgive us for attitudes and anxieties that keep you out.  
Turn our hearts and spirits toward you and each other  
   in acts of compassion and justice,  
through Jesus who brings your rule among the nations and taught us to pray by saying… 
 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

 

*Hymn      “What Child Is This”      UMH 219 

1. What child is this who, laid to rest,   Refrain 
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?     This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
while shepherds watch are keeping?    Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
Refrain       the babe, the son of Mary. 

 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate   3.  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
where ox and ass are feeding?    Come peasant, king, to own him; 
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here   the King of kings salvation brings,  
the silent Word is pleading.    Let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Refrain       Refrain 
 

Scripture Readings 

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  

The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 
with you.’*  

29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  

30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  

31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  

32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David.  

33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’  

34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’*  

35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born* will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  

36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be barren.  

37For nothing will be impossible with God.’  
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38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then 
the angel departed from her. 

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 1:46b-55 

And Mary* said, 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name.  
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation.  
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly;  
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty.  
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy,  
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’ 

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:     “Our Hymn: Mary Did You Know?”               Rev. Shari McCourt 

Traditionally this is Mary’s Sunday in the season of Advent. It is celebration of the miracle of 

love. Today we celebrate the miracle of love God has for us and the miracle of love God’s servants 

have for God. Mary was a girl about fourteen years old, and a person of strong faith in God.  Mary 

was engaged to marry Joseph. Mary was a virgin and had not slept with a man. When the angel 

Gabriel visited her, he announced to her that she was a favored one and that the Lord was with her, 

because of her faith and love for God, she had been chosen by God. This ordinary person was not 

too much different than we are, however she was chosen by God to bear the Son of God. 

So, the power of the Holy Spirit came over Mary and she conceived a child. Mary responded in 

the way that many of us wish that we would respond when we are called by God to do something that 

we are uncertain about. Mary said, “Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 

your word.” The miracle of love that Mary had for the Lord was astonishing. She was willing to have 

her life changed, altered from what she thought it should be. Mary was willing to risk her very life by 

having a child out of wedlock for the love of the Lord. Women were stoned for such things back then. 
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Our hymn this morning addresses Mary as if she was being interviewed by the lyricist. Mark 

Lowry was born in Houston, Texas in 1958. He began singing in preschool. By the time he was in 

grade school, third grade he sang the lead in his church’s Easter musical. Even as a child he had a 

contagious sense of humor, and preformed stand up Christian comedy, talking about his own life. He 

grew up in a ‘nice Christian family.’ Lowry was a challenge for his teachers. He was diagnosed with 

hyperactivity, and prescribed medication. 

While listening to him on YouTube in a conversation called, “Interruption,” he described how 

difficult it was coming home from school with notes pinned to his shirt from the teachers. When many 

had called Lowry’s diagnosis a “curse,” his parents reframed his condition into Christian terms, and 

looked at it, as the way that the Lord had made him special. The parents looked for his spiritual gifts, 

and how the Lord might use him. As a child he was not athletic, and deemed a clumsy “out of control 

tornado.” (Stories Behind The Best-Loved Songs of Christmas, by Ace Collins.) 

The world might have characterized him as a hopeless cause especially at that time. His 

parent’s faith caused them to see the positive places where the Lord was shaping Mark’s gifts. Mark 

Lowry loved performing, singing, writing, and talking to people. His parents placed him on stages from 

church services to community theatre opportunities. His performance demands increased to the point 

that he needed to finish middle high, and high school through correspondence courses. 

It was in 1984 that Mark had returned to his home church in Houston, when his pastor asked 

him to write the script for the living Christmas choir play or what we might call Christmas Cantata. He 

had always been very curious. He wrote questions that he would like to ask Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, as if he were interviewing her. They are questions that maybe we would like to ask. Those 

questions became the hymn, “Mary Did You Know?” 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 

This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you. 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would give sight to a blind man? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would calm a storm with his hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 

And when your kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God. 

 

The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again. 

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb---. 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations? 

Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb? 

This sleeping child you're holding is the great--I--- AM---. 
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Mary would never have wished many of the facets of Jesus’ life on him, and yet in her obedience to 

God, she loved Him and encouraged His gifts. We too have gifts that need to be nurtured to be used 

in Christ’s service. 

This has been a strange and difficult year for many us. Many have lost their jobs, been 

furloughed, others struggled to keep their businesses open, teachers and students worked to adapt to 

the changing health climate. The political arena was laced with behaviors by adults on both sides that 

we never thought we would see in our country. There has been rioting, demonstrations, and acts of 

violence of people toward people. Healthcare workers are at their wits end. These are just to mention 

a few of the observations of unrest and hopelessness. In this time of uncertainty and unrest, we need 

the One who came to deliver God’s people to deliver us. We need peace! We need Jesus!  We need 

Mary’s baby boy to be reborn in our hearts this season to give us hope, to shine the light in our 

hearts, to lead the way to peace, so that we might be the light in the world in Jesus name. 

The birth of the Christ child is the new life, hope and love that gives us new life. This is the 

season to focus on the miracle of love that God has shared with us through the birth of our savior. 

This is the time to share the love of God with our family, friends, neighbors, co-workers and all those 

that God places in our path to share the unconditional love of God. Like Mary, we too can carry the 

Christ-child within us. We ordinary people are called as she was to care the light of His love. Let us 

share His love, hope, and peace to a world in great need. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
OFFERTORY  
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Offering Prayer   (Luke 1) 
Just as our souls magnify the Lord, may our offerings glorify God.  Surely, we are blessed.  

We rejoice in the mercy that you have shown from generation to generation.  We remember 

the powerful promise you bring: hope to the hopeless and strength to the weak.  With joy, we 

pray in gratitude and praise.  Amen. 
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* Closing Hymn:     “That Boy-Child of Mary”      UMH 241 

Refrain       1.  What shall we call him, 
        Child of the manger? 
That boy-child of Mary                              What name is given in Bethlehem? 
was born in a stable,     Refrain 
a manger his cradle in Bethlehem. 
 
2. His name is Jesus,     3.  How can he save us, 
God ever with us,      how can he help us. 
God given for us in Bethlehem.    Born here among us in Bethlehem? 
Refrain       Refrain 
 
 

4. Gift of the Father,       5.  One with the Father, 
to human mother,       he is our Savior, 
makes him our brother of Bethlehem.    Heaven-sent helper of Bethlehem. 
Refrain        Refrain 

 

6. Gladly we praise him, 
love and adore him, 

give ourselves to him of Bethlehem. 
Refrain 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

POSTLUDE  “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night” 

 

 

 

 
            


