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 Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
    Christmas Eve - December 24, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE      “He Is Born” 
                                                                                                                                
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
*Opening Hymn     “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”             UMH 251 

Refrain      

Go, tell it on the mountain,    1.  While shepherds kept their watching 
over the hills and everywhere;   o’er silent flocks by night, 
go, tell it on the mountain,    behold throughout the heavens 
that Jesus Christ is born.    There shown a holy light. 

       Refrain 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled,  3.  Down in a lowly manger 
when lo! above the earth,    the humble Christ was born, 
rang out the angel chorus    and God sent is salvation 
that hailed the Savior’s birth.   That blessed Christmas morn. 

Refrain      Refrain        

*Call to Worship: (Isaiah 9)   

    Leader: A child has been born for us, whose name is called: Wonderful Counselor--   

    People: Good Shepherd. Deliverer, Lamb of God, The Word; 

 Leader: Mighty God-  
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 People: First and Last, Author of Life, Morning Star, The Light; 

 Leader: Everlasting Father- 

 People: Bread of Life.  

   
*Opening Prayer  
Grace of God, you have brought salvation to all, by the giving of yourself.  In your sacrifice of 
love, you have redeemed us.  May we live lives that glorify you, as we celebrate your birth into 
this world.  Amen.   

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

People: God of mystery, God of revelation, God of joyful sound, we worship you with 

the most profound devotion, and with the simplest wonder at the foot of a manger bed, 

singing in the Spirit so that our joy may be received as true worship; in the name of 

Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

Leader: In the past few weeks we lit candles that have represented the marking of time as we 

celebrated you as our hope, our salvation, our joy and our prince of peace.  Tonight we light 

the Christ candle for you, the light of our lives and the light of the world, our Emmanuel, God 

with us.  Thanks be to God!   Amen.  

 Luke 2:4-7 

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they 

were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. 

Special Music   “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                      Henchmen Quartet 
 
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION   BOW 279 
(Silent prayer may follow each petition.) 

Holy God, heaven and earth are met this day in the newborn Child, Savior of the world. We celebrate 

his birth; for in him you come to be close to us, that we might be close to you.  Especially, we give 

thanks for the birth, life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and all he means to us . . . .  

for the prospects of peace in the world . . .  

for confidence in your almighty love  . . .  

for those who generously give . . . 
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for those who graciously receive . . .  

for the Church's nurturing us in the faith . . .  

God of all mercy, as you have come in Jesus Christ to be our guest, inspire our hearts to a hospitality 

that welcomes all your children in his name.  Especially we pray for those who have not heard your 

good news . . . 

for the sick and suffering . . . 

for those who know no laughter, only tears . . .  

for those who govern and rule . . . . 

for those enslaved by tyranny . . .  

for prisoners of addiction or abuse . . .  

for the Church as a refuge for the needy . . .  

All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

* HYMN     “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Verses 1-3)      UMH 230  

 

1. O little town of Bethlehem,   2.  For Christ is born of Mary, 

how still we see thee lie;    and gathered all above, 

above thy deep and dreamless sleep  while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

the silent stars go by.    Their watch of wondering love. 

 Yet in thy dark streets shineth   O morning stars together 

 the everlasting light;    proclaim the holy birth, 

 the hopes and fears of all the years  and praises sing to God the King, 

 are met in thee tonight.    and peace to all on earth! 

 

3. How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is given; 

so God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, 

but in this world of sin, 
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where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2: 1-20       

Reader 1: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All 
went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn.  

Hymn             “What Child Is This” Verses 1&2             UMH 219 

1. What child is this who, laid to rest,  Refrain 
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?    This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
while shepherds watch are keeping?   Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
       The babe, the son of Mary. 
 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 

Refrain 

Reader 2: In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!”  

Hymn     “Angels from the Realms of Glory” Verses 1&2                      UMH 220 

1. Angels from the realms of glory,   2.  Shepherds, in the field abiding, 
wing your flight o’er all the earth;    watching o’er your flocks by night, 
ye who sang creation’s story    God with us is now residing, 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth:    yonder shines the infant light: 
Refrain       Refrain 
Come and worship, come and worship,   Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King.    worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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Reader 3: 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

Hymn      “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Verses 1 - 3                        UMH 234 

1. O come all ye faithful,     Refrain 
joyful and triumphant,     O come, let us adore him, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.   O come, let us adore him, 
Come and behold him,     O come, let us adore him, 
Born the King of angels;     Christ, the Lord. 
 
2. True God of true God,     3.  Sing, choirs of angels, 
Light from Light Eternal,     sing in exultation; 
lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb;   O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Son of the Father,      Glory to God, 
begotten, not created;     all glory in the highest; 
Refrain       Refrain 
 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-7 

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

darkness— on them light has shined.  

3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 

harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  

4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 

broken as on the day of Midian.  

5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel 

for the fire.  

6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 

named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 

kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore.  

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.   
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Epistle Lesson: Titus 2:11-14      

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and 

worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 

himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.       

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon      “Love Moved First”            Pastor Shari McCourt 

Merry Christmas to you all! 

Some of us are looking forward to celebrating Christmas with family in all sorts of ways that maybe 

we haven’t before this time.  Many of us will have a ZOOM Christmas connection.  We are usually in 

the church looking forward to the choir singing, Christmas pageant with the children, candle lighting 

while we sing “Silent Night,” seeing friends, family, and community members that we usually don’t see 

until this time of year.  

The family gatherings that follow are exciting and often filled with a little stress.  I enjoy the little 

secrets that are whispered in my ear of upcoming surprises for your family members. 

It is my great pleasure to see some of you return home, after a year or more of being away from 

church family.  You are answered prayer, when I see your beautiful faces.  What you may not know is 

that the church, and I pray for you even when you are not here, as an act of Christian love. As our 

Lord, the Good Shepherd, values you as the highest commodity, we as Christ’s church, also hold you 

in the highest esteem.  Welcome home! 

While many of us are missing getting together in our church home, and our individual homes, I invite 

you into my home virtually.  It is not fancy, but it is home!  

As we look at the Gospel story from Luke, we see Joseph and Mary having to travel from Nazareth in 

Galilee to Joseph’s hometown in Judea, called Bethlehem. The author of Luke was proving to those 

hearing this story of Jesus birth, that he was truly a descendent of King David. It was very important 

to prove to the audience of that time, and this time to understand, that the child that Mary carried was 

truly the Son of God. Tonight we are celebrating God’s grace upon grace for us as God sent God’s 

only son that we might have new life in Him. This is an old story, a story that has endured through 

time and gotten better with age. The society in which Jesus lived knew great pain, and oppression-- it 

was Roman ruled. Corrupt tax collectors burdened the people.  Some religious leaders even 

sanctioned physical beating of Jewish citizens for to their participation in required religious practices. 

Joseph, and his pregnant wife Mary traveled a long distance to Bethlehem to register for a census, 
but could not obtain proper lodging.  As we too were required to fill out a census this year, we might 
be thankful, that we did not have to travel to complete the process. This was Joseph’s hometown, but 
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there was no place for them to stay.  Mary, a young ordinary woman gave birth to her baby, and laid 
him in a manger, a feeding trough for animals.  

God did not choose a grand entrance for the Son of God, but instead through total humility, Jesus 
was born to show us, that through humbling ourselves in the sight of God is the way.  The love and 
grace of God moves, mysteriously, and with all compassion. 

In the midst of social and cultural challenges, the Christmas story offers hope, and encouragement 
toward survival, hope of new life linked to something—someone—greater than oneself.  

Our Lord and Savior is there for all of us, no matter how ordinary we are. 

Mary the mother of Jesus was just an ordinary young woman like us, who was chosen for God’s 

divine act in bringing His Son to show us the way. The lowliest of the lowly in that society were the 

shepherds who guarded the highest commodity-the sheep. In that two class structure, the shepherds 

were almost at the bottom.  Yet, God chose the lowliest to hear the good news first. The Christmas 

angel announced to some shepherds, “Don’t be afraid! . . . I bring you good news of great joy for everyone!  

The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born tonight in Bethlehem, the city of David!”  A 
crowd of angels then appeared praising God, and proclaiming peace among people of good will. The 
Christmas story brings a message of peace that can soothe anxious hearts, and calm interpersonal 
strife for one and all. 

Christmas is a time for coming home to the family of God, which is Christ’s church.  No matter the 
struggles that we have endured this past year, the love of God has moved first to be with us during 
the times of challenge, and the times of joy.  God’s prevenient grace has gone before us preparing 
the way, just as we see in this old, old story of God setting straight the path.  

Joseph and Mary had their share of family challenges.  Consider their circumstances.  The historical 
accounts indicate that Joseph’s fiancée became pregnant though she was a virgin.  Mary believed an 
angel told her she was pregnant by God.  Now, how would you feel if your fiancé/fiancée exhibited 
apparent evidence of unfaithfulness with someone else during your engagement?   Suppose your 
intended said that God had sanctioned the whole thing.  This could have caused Joseph’s trust and 
belief in God to have been tested.  He may have contemplated cancelling the wedding.  Joseph, 
described as “a just man, decided to break the engagement quietly, so as not to disgrace . . . Mary 
publicly.”  This was such an act of kindness on his part as Mary could have been stoned to death for 
such an act.  But an angel appeared to him in a dream, explaining that the child was conceived in her 
by God, and told him to “name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  Joseph 
followed instructions, and cared for his family.  His continuing commitment to Mary and Jesus, played 
a significant part in the boy’s birth and early childhood.  With God’s help, the family overcame major 
obstacles.  

As we read scripture and study the word of God, it is revealed the ways that God moved toward 
humanity as an act of love, to show the way of the Christ child’s coming for liberation, and 
deliverance. The Hebrew writer Micah, around 700 BC, told of deliverance through a coming Messiah 
or “Anointed One” from Bethlehem.  We know that “. . . Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea. . . .” 
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Isaiah’s writing around 700 BC, foretold that the Messiah would be born of a virgin.  He wrote, “The 
Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call 
him Immanuel.”  The name “Immanuel” means “God is with us.” Biblical accounts claim Jesus’ mother 
was a virgin when she bore Him.  Additional prophecies concern the Messiah’s lineage, betrayal, 
suffering, execution, and resurrection.  

The Christmas story is notable for its enduring messages of hope, peace, goodwill, family, love, and 

humility.  But there is another reason for considering the story of Jesus’ birth, perhaps the most 

important. 

A Story of Love 

Jesus’ followers taught that His conception and birth were part of a divine plan to bring us genuine 
peace, inner freedom, and self-respect to one and all. They believed the God of the New Testament, 
wants us to enjoy friendship with Him, meaning, and purpose for our lives.  It is our own self-
centeredness, desire for control, and fear of the unknown that often separates us from Him.  Left to 
our own, we would spend both time, and eternity in this spiritually disconnected state. Jesus came to 
help reconnect us with God as Jesus is our brother, friend, and savior.  

Mary’s baby was born to die, paying the penalty for our self-centeredness, which the biblical 
documents call “sin.”  When the adult Jesus died on the cross, He carried the penalty due all our sins, 
then rose from the dead to give us new life. Jesus explained, “God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” 

 God can become your friend if you believe in Him.  He will never let you down. 

In March when our state shut-down due to the spikes in cases all over the world, I was praying, and 
listening to contemporary Christian music.  There was a song that kept playing over and over again.  
That song was “Love Moved First.”   Every time I heard it, I was reminded of the times in my life that I 
had tried to run away from God.  I remembered people saying to me, “You can run, but you can’t 
hide.”  It made me laugh, although I knew it to be true.  When like many of you, I look back at my life 
at the times, that I wanted to run away from God because I was upset about something.  In the 
looking back with prayerful discernment, I can see the places where I was stubborn, disagreeable, 
and unmovable.  Those are the times that I see where God loved me despite myself, and moved first 
in love to show me the way.  God did not wait for me to “get my act together,” but instead found me 
where I was, and sneaked into my heart. 

On this Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, God is not waiting for you to “get your act together,” God’s 
love is moving toward you through the small infant child, called Jesus to love you, and accept you just 
as you are.  This is a time to open your heart to Him, who loves you more than you love yourself, and 
let Him be born a new in your heart right now. 

The song that so touched me is called, “Love Moved First.” I heard it sung by Casting Crowns.   In 
June of this year was the first time, after quarantine, my family got together for a meal.  I played this 
song by Casting Crowns at the luncheon table, and asked my son Nick McCourt and his wife Izzy if 
they would sing it for Christmas Eve.  As you listen, please take time for the Spirit of God to move 
first, and open your heart to His love, and healing grace.  It is my prayer that you will all experience 
the birth of Jesus renewed in your soul this Christmas. 
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“Love Moved First” by Mark Hall/Matthew West/Bernie Herms, made popular by Casting Crowns 

This is the story of a runaway 

With no way home and no way out 

I threw the best of me away 

I had my chance, it's too late now 

Too far gone and too ashamed 

To think that You'd still know my name 

But love refused to let my story end that way 

You didn't wait for me to find my way to You 

I couldn't cross that distance even if I wanted to 

You came running after me 

When anybody else would've turned and left me at my worst 

Love moved first 

Oh-oh-ohh, oh-oh-ohh, oh-oh-ohh 

What kind of grace, relentless grace 

Would chase this rebel down 

Crawl into this prisoner's cage 

Take my hand and pull me out 

You knew I couldn't make the change 

So You became the change in me 

And now I live to tell the story 

Of the God who rescues 

You didn't wait for me to find my way to You 

I couldn't cross that distance even if I wanted to 

You came running after me 

When anybody else would've turned and left me at my worst 

Love moved first 

From the throne to the manger 

From a manger to the grave 

Your cross is the proof 

Love made the first move 

From a grave meant to keep You 

To a stone rolled away 

Your cross is the proof 

Love made the first move 

I remember where You found me 

I'm amazed by where I stand 

Your cross is the proof 

That love made the first move 
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You didn't wait for me to find my way to You 

I couldn't cross that distance even if I wanted to 

You came running after me 

When anybody else would've turned and left me at my worst 

Love moved first 

Oh-oh-ohh, oh-oh-ohh 

Love moved first 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791  

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
*Offering Prayer  
Gracious God, we cannot thank you enough for the gift of your Son. Through your grace, you have 
given us everything, including our very lives. On this night, we celebrate the miracle of Christmas! But 
when the candles are blown out, when the ringing of the bells has ceased, when the angels and 
shepherds have gone home, may we continue to shine your light into the world through the giving of 
these offerings. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN       “Silent Night, Holy Night”                       UMH 239 

1. Silent night, holy night,   2.  Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright   shepherds quake at the sight; 
round yon virgin mother and child. Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Holy infant, so tender and mild,  heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
sleep in heavenly peace,   Christ the Savior is born, 
sleep in heavenly peace.   Christ the Savior is born. 
 

3 Silent night, holy night,   4.  Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light;  wondrous star, lent thy light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face  with the angels let us sing, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, Alleluia to our King; 
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Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,   Christ the Savior is born, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.   Christ the Savior is born. 

 
*BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

POSTLUDE    “Sing We Now of Christmas” 

 

 

 

 


