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 Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     December 27, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE   
                                                                                                                               
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
*Opening Hymn     “Joy to the World”             UMH 246 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!   2.  Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let earth receive her King;     Let all their songs employ; 
let every heart prepare him room,    Let all their songs employ; 
and heaven and nature sing,    while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
(and heaven and nature sing,)    repeat the sounding joy,   
and heaven and nature sing,    (repeat the sounding joy,) 
(and heaven and nature sing,)    repeat the sounding joy, 
and heaven, and heaven,     (repeat, the sounding joy,) 
and nature sing.      Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,   4.  He rules the world with truth and grace, 
nor thorns infest the ground;    and makes the nations prove 
he comes to make his blessings flow   the glories of his righteousness, 
far as the curse is found,     and wonders of his love, 
(far as the curse is found,)     (and wonders of his love.) 

far as the curse is found,     and wonders of his love, 
(far as the curse is found,)     (and wonders of his love.) 

far as, far as the curse is found.    And wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

*Call to Worship  (Galatians 4) 
Leader: This is the fullness of time, the midst of the Christmas season. 
People: This is the fullness of time, when we live the promise of Christmas. 
Leader: This is the fullness of time, the cusp of a brand new year. 
People: This is the fullness of time, when we live our new life in Christ. 
Leader: This is the fullness of time, the gathering of God’s worshiping children. 



 

2 
 

People: This is the fullness of time. Let us worship with joyful praise. 
 
*Opening Prayer (Isa 2) 
(Galatians 4, Luke 2) 

Abba, Father God, we come as your children trusting in your grace.  As we come into your 
sacred space, may we present ourselves as a living gift to you and to the needs of your world.  
May our growth in your grace strengthen our ministry as your disciples.  And may we shine 
forth as a beacon of hope for all the world to see.  In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
 
Special Music 
 
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

*Hymn      “The First Noel”        UMH 245  

1. The first Noel the angel did say    2.  They looked up and saw a star 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; shining in the east, beyond them far;  
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  and to the earth it gave great light, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  and so it continued  both day and night. 
Refrain       Refrain 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,     Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
born is the King of Israel.     born is the King of Israel. 
 
3. And by the light of that same star   4.  This star drew nigh to the northeast, 
three Wise Men came from country far;   o’er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
to seek for a king was their intent,    and there it did both stop and stay,  
and to follow the star wherever it went.   Right over the place where Jesus lay. 
Refrain       Refrain 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,     Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel.     Born is the King of Israel. 
 

5. Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
full reverently upon the knee, 

and offered there, in his presence, 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 

Refrain 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Born is the King of Israel 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
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Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
   my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
   to spring up before all the nations.  

The Vindication and Salvation of Zion 

62For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
   and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
   and her salvation like a burning torch.  
2 The nations shall see your vindication, 
   and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name 
   that the mouth of the Lord will give.  
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
   and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  

Galatians 4:4-7 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:22-40 

 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 
the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’  

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;* this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah.* 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon* came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon* took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying,  
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant* in peace, 
   according to your word;  
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
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31   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’  

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon* 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many 
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—
and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’  

36 There was also a prophet, Anna* the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age 
of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 
38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child* to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of 
God was upon him.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:    “What Gift Have We Been Given?”     Pastor Shari McCourt 

Happy New Year and Merry Christmastide! Christmas is a season! It is not just a day. This is a 

season in which we continue to give thanks and praise to God for the gift we have been given. We 

celebrate all the love, hope, joy and sense of assurance that has been given for all of us, if we only 

believe. 

The three texts from this morning’s reading fit together with the most positive theological 
perspective. Isaiah begins with the prophesy of the Lord describing the result of what it will be like, 
when the gift is given to God’s people and they are recognized as living in the favor of the Lord. 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3, says, “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he 
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 
a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as 
the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.” This text 
reminds us that God keeps God’s promises, and loves God’s people enough to make them righteous 
people if they will only believe, love and obey God. God has promised to cloth God’s people in 
garments of salvation. Part of the gift we have been given in one of salvation. By all that God does for 
us, we have the hope of being saved from our selves. 

Then we look at the text from Galatians 4:4-7 to see what it says to us, “But when the fullness 
of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those 
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are 
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no 
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longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. The gift we have been given 
is: 

Salvation! 

Adoption into God’s own family! 

Christ is our brother! 

The sacrifice for our sake and our salvation was made by our brother, God’s son. 

The price has been paid for our justification  before God! Jesus died for our sins in order to 
reconcile each of us for our sin that we may be saved and have new life through Him.  

There are the times when we chose to miss the mark of our Christian discipleship. We need to 
confess, and repent before God. As we go into a new calendar year, now is the time to start with new 
goals to spend more time with our Savior, and live that new life of liberation, love, hope, and Joy. The 
debt for our sin has been paid by the birth and death of the tiny infant child, God’s son whose birth we 
celebrate during this season. God adopted all of us into God’s family.  We are not just ‘some 
creation’, but we are part of the creation that God made to be a part of God’s family and God’s 
kingdom. 

I have many talents in which I use for a variety of hobbies. This past week, I pulled a strand of 
beads out of my box, and found that the old clasp was worn and did not work with magnetic clasps 
that I usually wear. These beads were old, worn and dirty. I thought about tossing them out, but I just 
could not do it. They had never met the purpose that I had hope for them. They were disappointing to 
me. But, I just kept looking at them thinking, that maybe if I cleaned them by putting them through a 
purification process that them might be worth saving. I made a natural holistic solution, and soaked 
them washed them and rinsed them clean.  

They were a strand of what is called “beggar’s beads.” Each bead is hand cut and polished. 
There are no two that are exactly the same size or color. They are not exactly round, and they lack a 
fine polish. After the process, they were made clean. I looked at them, and marveled at the 
uniqueness of each one. I don’t know what it is about them, but I love those beads just the way they 
are. 

I quickly restrung the beads with a new clasp. And as with all of my projects, I prayed over 
them. They are lovely. They will now serve the purpose I had hoped for them. I showed them to my 
husband who was convinced they were new. 

They were made new! They were cleaned, restored, put into a new and right relationship with 
one another, and with me their creator. As I worked with my beads I could not help but think of these 
texts. 

The understanding of the gift we have been given as explained in Galatians explains how our 
relationship with God has been changed to one of a redeemed loving child we are free to called our 
God our loving parent. Our loving parent made us a part of the family by placing the Spirit of God’s 
son in our hearts. 

The text from Luke describes the coming of the Son as fulfillment of the law as a purification 
process. We have been cleaned by the blood of the Son of God, and filled by the Spirit of the Son. 
The gift we have been given that we celebrate at Christmas time is the gift of such unconditional love 
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that it is difficult for us to imagine. The gifts that we give one another during this time can never 
equate with what all God has done for us. Isaiah reminds us to not keep silent about all that has been 
done for us. We should truly shout it from the mountain tops that Jesus Christ was born! 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD             
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville  

United Methodist Church, 11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
*Offering Prayer (Luke 2)     
 Generous God, receive these gifts as offerings of our deepest selves. Transform them into 
gifts for the world, even as you transform us into children of your Spirit.  In Jesus’ name, we 
pray. Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                                UMH 224  

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice    2.  Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice;    with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say:    now ye hear of endless bliss: 
News, news! Jesus Christ is born today!   News! News! Jesus Christ was born for this! 
Ox and ass before him bow,    He hath opened heaven’s door, 
and he is in the manger now.    And ye are blest forevermore. 
Christ is born today,      Christ was born for this, 
Christ is born today!      Christ was born for this! 
 

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave: 
News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all 
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save, 
Christ was born to save! 

 
* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                          


