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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     January 24, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE    “Lord of the Dance” (Shaker Tune)                                                                                                               
 

WELCOME                                                                                                                                 
 

*Opening Hymn    “God of Grace and God of Glory”     UMH 577 

1. God of grace, and God of glory,   2.  Lo! The host of evil round us 
on thy people pour thy power;    scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
crown thine ancient church’s story;   Fear and doubts too long have bound us; 
bring her bud to glorious flower.    Free our hearts to work and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,   Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour, (of this hour)   for the living of these days, (of these days) 
for the facing of this hour.     for the living of these days. 
 

3. Cure thy children’s warring madness,   4.  Save us from weak resignation 
bend our pride to thy control;    to the evils we deplore; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,   let the search for thy salvation 
rich in things and poor in soul.    Be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,   Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, (kingdom’s goal) serving thee whom we adore (we adore) 
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal.    Serving thee whom we adore. 
Call to Worship:    (Psalm 62) 

Leader: The God of all creation calls us. 
People: We come, knowing that our  
deliverance and honor rest in God. 
Leader: Power and steadfast love belong to  
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God. 
People: We come to sing and pray, celebrating the presence of this mighty,  
 loving God. 
 

* Open Prayer   (Jonah 3, 1 Corinthians 7) 
Holy One, God of all Creation, you call us to be your people, to carry your vision in this time 
and place, to go where you send us to help welcome your amazing good news.  As we gather 
in the presence of the risen Christ to spread the news that your realm is near, fill us with your 
Holy Spirit, O God of all Creation. 
Fill us with your glorious Spirit, that we may share your good news with a world in need.  
Amen. 
 
Special Music      “In the Sweet By and By” (Gaither)        Clint Townshend and Ed Merryman, vocals 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Might God, the words of your Son echo in our ears: “The Kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” How long do we accept the advice of others, instead of putting our 
trust totally in You? How we yearn for the faithfulness of James and John, who immediately left their 
boats to follow Jesus. We know that we are far from being the kind of disciple that you would have 
us to be. Renew us Holy One, and bless us with your steadfast love, that we might truly live as 
people who have seen your Kingdom draw near. Forgive our short comings, and missing the mark, 
and give us clean hearts that desire you and your plan for us. 
Heal the hurts, and illnesses that we carry, and in those that we love. We are grateful for You and 
most of all your Son, Jesus. Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

*Hymn       “Trust and Obey”    UMH 467 

1. When we walk with the Lord    Refrain 
in the light of his word,     Trust and obey, 
what a glory he sheds on our way!   For there’s no other way 
While we do his good will,     to be happy in Jesus, 
he abides with us still,     but to trust and obey. 
and to all who will trust and obey. 
 

2. Not a burden we bear,     3.  But we never can prove 
not a sorrow we share,     the delights of his love 
but our toil he doth richly repay;    until all on the altar we lay; 

not a grief or a loss,      for the favor he shows, 
not a frown or a cross,     for the love he bestows, 
but is blest if we trust and obey.    are for them who will trust and obey. 

Refrain       Refrain 
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4. Then in fellowship sweet 
we will sit at his feet, 

or we’ll walk by his side in the way; 
what he says we will do, 

where he sends we will go; 
never fear, only trust and obey. 

 
Refrain 

 
Gospel Lesson:  Mark 1:14-20 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news* of God,* 15and 
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;* repent, and believe in the good 
news.’* 

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the lake—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish 
for people.’ 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he 
saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 
nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, 
and followed him. 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson:  Psalm 62:5-12 

5For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. 

6He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 

7On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 

8Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us. Selah 

9Those of low estate are but a breath, those of high estate are a delusion; in the balances they go up; 
they are together lighter than a breath. 

10Put no confidence in extortion, and set no vain hopes on robbery; if riches increase, do not set your 
heart on them. 

11Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to God, 

12and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. For you repay to all according to their work. 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, 
and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.”  

3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across.  
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4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown!”  

5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put 
on sackcloth.  

6When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe, covered 
himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  

7Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: No human 
being or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water.  

8Human beings and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All 
shall turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands.  

9Who knows? God may relent and change his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do 
not perish.”  

10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about 
the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:        “Jonah and a Whale of a Lot of God’s Mercy”                   Rev. Shari McCourt 

Let us pray.  Gracious God, help us to hear, and learn more of your character as a merciful, 

loving, living, God. Open our hearts that we will trust you more and live in your grace more fully. In 

Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

Today our primary lesson comes from the Book of Jonah. I looked back to see that we have 

not talked about Jonah in a while. Some of you may remember the story of Jonah, where others of us 

do not remember this story at all. 

Jonah is considered an eighth-century B.C. prophet who was from a town not too far from 

Nazareth, called Gath-hepher.  He shows up first in 2 Kings 14:25, as one who gave insight to things 

to come from King Jeroboam II.   It had to do with that king restoring the borders to limit the kingdom 

under the rule of Solomon.  We really don’t know who wrote the Book of Jonah, or to whom it was 

written. When we read from the Book of Jonah, it reads much like a Tall Tale, which contains spiritual 

truths, but also sounds like a “Big Fish” story.  Pun intended!  It is a story that was most likely passed 

down through the years, and was not recorded until maybe between the sixth and fourth centuries 

B.C. 

Jonah is different that most of the 12 Minor Prophets because there is not much in the way of 

prophesying in it.  We understand that God had become concerned with all of the nations, not just 

Israel.  There is growth within the focus of our Living God.  God commanded Jonah to travel to 
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Nineveh and said, (Jonah 1:2) “Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their 

wickedness has come up before me.”  We hear God’s mercy for the people in sending a prophet to 

help them change their ways.  

Jonah is a reluctant prophet who did not obey the Lord, instead traveled to Joppa, and hopped 

on a ship headed to Tarshish away from the Lord, and what the Lord asked of him.  This is one of 

those times that we see in action, someone who tried to run from God, but who could not hide.  We 

might wonder what was Jonah thinking when he got aboard the ship, “Ha, ha, hah! I got away from 

God. I am safe now.” It is hard to know. 

God waited, and then sent a wind on the sea, until a great storm appeared.  The boat was 

tossed around which caused the sailors to fear the ship being over turned or broken apart.  The 

sailors cried out in fear to their gods. It is difficult to believe that Jonah was down below sound asleep.  

The captain went down to wake him, and told him to get up, and call on his god that they might be 

saved. 

There is an old superstition by sailors that when there is bad weather, it is because someone 

on the ship is cursed, has bad luck or it is someone’s fault.  The sailors talked with one another, and 

cast lots to see who it was that had brought this potential deadly storm to them.  They asked Jonah 

who he was and from where had he come?  Jonah answered them by explaining that he was Hebrew 

and worshiped the God of Heaven and Earth, and who made all things of land and sea.  The sailors 

were really frightened. Since he had already told them he was running from his God, they wanted him 

to confess to them what he had done to his God. 

The sea was getting more rough and treacherous by the moment.  The sailors asked Jonah 

what they needed to do to make the sea calm.  Jonah told them to pick him and throw him to the sea, 

so that it would become calm again.   He declared that it was his fault.  The men didn’t want to throw 

him over board to his death, so they tried hard to row back to the shore, but they could not.   The ship 

would not turn back. 

The sailors cried to the Lord in 1:14-16, “O Lord, please do not let us die for taking this man’s 

life.   Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O Lord, have done it as you 

please.  Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm.   At this the 

men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered sacrifice to the Lord and made vows to him.”  In this 

portion of the story it is revealed the extraordinary means God will go to bring us to faith, and 

obedience.  In the midst of those agonizing moments of great fear, both the sailors and Jonah came 

into their faith and obedience to God. 

Sitting in our easy chairs we can see that God was in control the whole time, and God had, 

and has a mission to bring one and all into their faith in the family of God.   These were only a few 

people, God was trying to reach out to the other nations in Nineveh to warn them of their wicked 

ways, and save them from themselves.  God has to work hard to get our attention, and keep our 

attention. The patience and mercy of God is great, and we will see more of this as the story 

continues. 
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The sailors threw Jonah overboard, and the Lord provide a large fish to swallow Jonah so that 

he did not perish.  For three days and three nights Jonah was in the belly of the great fish.  During 

that time, Jonah prayed, and tried to bargain with the Lord by pleading his case.  In Chapter 2:1-10, 

said, “As my life was ebbing away, I remembered the Lord; and my prayer came to you, into your holy 

temple.  Those who worship vain idols forsake their true loyalty.  But I with the voice of thanksgiving 

will sacrifice to you; what I have vowed, I will pay.  Deliverance belongs to the Lord!’  Then the Lord 

spoke to the fish, and it spewed Jonah upon dry land.” 

Our God is a God of second chances and more.  God spoke to Jonah a second time, and told 

him to get up and go to Nineveh, and tell them the message that the Lord told him to proclaim.  This 

time the reluctant prophet, Jonah, set out for Nineveh to proclaim the message that God had given 

him.  

The city was very large, and took three days to walk across it.  The people of that city were 

given a forty day warning before they would be overthrown.  The people of the city listened to the 

prophet Jonah, and heard the will of God.  They began a fast immediately, they all put on sack cloth; 

even the king of the city removed his robe and wore sack cloth.  Sack cloth was worn by the Israelites 

and their neighbors, as a symbol of morning, grief and self-humiliation.  It is course, and often made 

of black goat’s hair. It was also worn in times of submission.  A decree went out through the city that 

all humans and animals would fast and cry out to God.   They were to turn from their evil and violent 

ways. They were all to pray to God, that God might change God’s mind and not destroy them. 

I often wonder what our world would look like if our cities, towns, and villages would repent and 

turn back to God.  Again, God is merciful! God saw how they had turn from their ways, repented and 

turn back to God.  Our Living God changed God’s mind, and spared them all. 

In this story there is a clear model to repent and pray to God to help us in our moments of 

unbelief, or sin, or ego, or just out in out defiance of God.  We can see from this story how much God 

will go out of God’s way for just one of us, and for many of us.  God is a patient and loving God.  The 

story of Jonah is a story of hope for all no matter how stubborn we might be, and for this we can be 

very thankful!  Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
       
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
*Offering Prayer (Jonah 3, Mark 1) 
Holy God, Steadfast Rock of all Salvation, we marvel at the strength of your compassion and your 
ability to offer forgiveness.  We come to you, hungry to be part of the good news you are bringing 
forth, for we would be part of the realm you are revealing.  Please bless these gifts and offering.  
Amen. 
 
CELEBRATION SONG    “It’s Me, It’s Me, O Lord”                                UMH 352 

Refrain 

It’s me (it’s me), it’s me, O Lord,   1.  Not my brother, not my sister, 
standing in the need of prayer. (Hallelujah,) but it’s me, O Lord, standing in the need of prayer. 
It’s me (it’s me), (Lord, it’s me!)    Not my brother, not my sister, 
it’s me, O Lord,     but it’s me, O Lord, standing in the need of prayer. 
standing in the need of prayer.   Refrain 
 
2. Not the preacher, not the deacon,  Not my father, not my mother, 
but it’s me, O Lord,     but it’s me, O Lord, 
standing in the need of prayer.   standing in the need of prayer. 
Not the preacher, not the deacon,   Not my father, not my mother,  
but it’s me, O Lord,     but it’s me, O Lord, 
standing in the need of prayer.   standing in the need of prayer. 
Refrain      Refrain 
 
BENEDICTION    (Numbers 6:24-26)                                                                                                                          

The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

 

POSTLUDE                           “Change My Heart, O God” (Espinosa)                                                                                                                                

 

 


