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 Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
  Epiphany of the Lord - January 3, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE         “Love Came Down at Christmas” 
                                                                                                                             
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
*Opening Hymn      “We Three Kings”                    UMH 254 

1. We three kings of Orient are;    Refrain 
bearing gifts we traverse afar,    O star of wonder, star of light, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain,   star with royal beauty bright, 
following yonder star.     Westward leading, still proceeding, 
        guide us to thy perfect light. 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,   3.  Frankincense to offer have I; 
gold I bring to crown him again,    incense owns a Diety nigh; 
King forever, ceasing never,    prayer and praising, voices raising, 
over us all to reign.      Worshiping God on high. 
Refrain       Refrain 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume   5.  Glorious now behold him arise; 
breathes a life of gathering gloom;   King and God and sacrifice: 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,   Alleluia, Alleluia,  
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.    Sounds through the earth and skies. 
Refrain       Refrain 
 
*Call to Worship:  (Isaiah 60) 
Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come! The glory of the Holy One has risen upon you! 
People: Our spirits soar at the dawning of the light that illumines our darkness. 
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Our hearts rejoice at God’s abundant grace. 
Leader: Lift up your eyes and look around, for God has pity on the weak, and redeems the oppressed 
from violence. 
People: Come to Bethlehem with the magi, following the star of God’s glory, and proclaiming 
the good news of Jesus, who is the Christ. 
Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come! The glory of the Holy One has risen upon you! 
People: We shall see with eyes made new. We shall see and be radiant!  
 
*Opening Prayer (Isaiah 60, Psalm 72) 
Holy Light of all the nations, shine upon us and upon all humankind. Fill us with your Spirit, 
that we may be beacons of hope to all the earth, bringing the peace of Christ to everyone we 
meet. Amen. 
 
Special Music  “This Little Light of Mine” (Afro-American Spiritual)    Cindy Potee, soloist 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Dear Jesus, as You led the Three Kings to You by the light of a star, please draw us ever closer to 
You by the light of Faith. Help us to desire You as ardently as they did. Give us the grace to 
overcome all the obstacles that keep us far from You. May we, like them, have something to give You 
when we appear before You. Amen 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

*Hymn      “The First Noel”        UMH 245 

1. The first Noel the angel did say    Refrain 
was to certain poor shepherds    Noel, Noel, 
in fields as they lay;      Noel, Noel, 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  born is the King of Israel. 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 
2. They looked up and saw a star    3.  And by the light of that same star 
shining in the east, beyond them far;   three Wise Men came from country far; 
and to the earth it gave great light,   to seek for a king was their intent, 
and so it continued both day and night.   And to follow the star wherever it went. 
Refrain       Refrain 

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest,   5.  Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest;    full reverently upon the knee, 
and there it did both stop and stay,   and offered there, in his presence, 
right over the place where Jesus lay.   Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
Refrain       Refrain 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For darkness 
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory 
will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift 
up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from 
far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be 
radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels 
of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and 
shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men astrologers; Gk 

magi');"  from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, in the East'); and have come to pay him homage.’ 

3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together 

all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah the Christ');" 

was to be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  

6“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd rule');" my people Israel.” ’  

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men astrologers; Gk magi');" and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, in the East');" until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

10When they saw that the star had stopped, saw the star');"* they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon     “The Wisdom of the Magi”                       Pastor Shari McCourt 

More than any other characters in the Christmas story, the three wise men have been the subject of 
much good humor. Like in the story of the little boy, who was setting up a manger scene in the corner 
of the school room and, puzzled for a moment about what to do, he calls out to the teacher, "And 
where shall I put the three wise guys..."  
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 We really know very little about the wise men despite the story we tell in plays and songs 
around Christmas time. You know the one about how three kings arrived in Bethlehem fast on the 
heels of the shepherds to pay homage to the baby in a manger. The problem is that the gospels do 
not confirm this often told story.  In fact what we do know is a bit different. 
 
First    - the three kings were not kings at all, but rather they were magi, wise men, and professional 
scholars in fact, schooled in the science of astrology. 
 
Second - We do not know if there were three of them or thirty, we only know that there were three 
gifts given. 
 
Third - There is no mention of the manger in the story of the wise men, in fact just the opposite.   
The story states that the wise men entered into a house. 
 
Fourth - The last statement is really no surprise if you read the story found in the gospel of Matthew 
carefully, because you discover in it, that the wise men arrived in Bethlehem close to two years after 
the birth of Jesus. This was time enough for Mary and Joseph to have found a house and settle in. 
 
 Today, I want to look at the story of the magi as those who followed the star. 
 
First - We discover in the story that the wise men sought for truth and wisdom. The magi knew that 
the star that they followed was no ordinary star. These magi had apparently been searching the 
heavens for years for signs of something unique and significant occurring in their world. They were 
open to new wisdom and truth - more than this - they searched for it. They were not simply content to 
get along with that which they already knew. So, when they saw a new star in the heavens, they 
sensed in their hearts that it was a sign from God. The bible tells us over and again, that if we seek, 
we will find, if we knock, the door shall be opened to us, if we ask, we will receive. But how often do 
we actually seek for wisdom?  For new truth?  For guidance?   
 
 Think of assembling all those new toys and tools that appeared this Christmas. How many 
people actually looked at the directions before beginning to assemble them? How many tried to put 
something together relying on the knowledge they already had, only to find that it was not good 
enough?  
 
 The wise men gained their wisdom because they were seekers. They were looking for new 
things, new insights, new signs. They read their manuals, they searched the heavens for signs and 
wonders. And so can we. 
 
Second- The Wisemen set forth in faith to find what the star pointed. Faith by definition involves the 
idea of making a journey -of venturing forth - of risking one's very self in a new activity. The living God 
cannot be found by proxy.  That was Herod's mistake - he wanted the magi to go in his place, and 
search for the Christ child. Only then would he come and worship the new born king. By contrast, the 
magi had to travel from a foreign land in search of wisdom and truth. They did not know where the 
star would lead them, how long it would take, or what the end result would be for them.   
They only knew that it was important for them to follow that star to wherever it lead. It was a personal 
quest, and the result was an opportunity to worship the one who would be King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords.  This may well be the most important truth for us in the Epiphany story.   
 
 A story of faith with Jesus has to be a personal story, a personal quest. It is not enough to 
know all kinds of facts about Jesus Christ. One must encounter the wonder of God's grace for 
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sinners, and then make a personal decision to receive him into our heart as Lord. One must decide to 
follow him and then do so.  No one else can do that for us.   
Faith is not inherited like the family jewels – nor can it come from simply knowing what others have 
said about it.  
 
 Faith is like the difference between having read about how to make a cake, and actually 
making one. One can know all there is to know about cooking, one may well have memorized the 
recipe for the cake that he or she wants to make - but until one actually gets out the ingredients and 
mixes them together and puts the results in the oven - it means absolutely nothing. 
 
Third - The wise men sought help from other people as they tried to find the king. We so often try to 
live our lives without making any demands on others.  We try to be independent to stand alone, and 
to make it by ourselves.  Sometimes this comes out of noble motives - we do not want to burden 
others. Other times it comes out of fear – we are afraid of looking weak or foolish.   
 
 When the magi arrived in Jerusalem it seems that they lost sight of the star. They knew they 
were in the right area, but they were not yet at the right spot.  This is kind of like us sometimes, when 
we go driving in a new city to find a friend. We get into the right neighborhood, but somehow can't 
quite locate the street we are looking for. Our map may be outdated or in error, maybe our GPS gives 
the wrong directions, whatever the reason may be, we are stuck, and remain stuck until we ask 
someone else for help. That is what the magi did.  The bible says they consulted with the people in 
Jerusalem. They ask where the new born king was, and how they can find him so they can pay 
homage to him, because they asked - they received. Their question was answered by people who are 
familiar with the scriptures, and prophecies concerning the birth of the Messiah, They take that 
answer and set forth with it, and when they did so, once again they see the star going ahead of them 
until it takes them to Jesus. 
 
 There are many people who can help us on our journey of faith - if we are wise enough to 
ask them. The question is: are we willing to ask for help when we need it? When we are in the right 
neighborhood, but can't quite find our way to our destination, will we stop and ask for directions as did 
the magi?  
 
Fourth- The wise men accepted where God lead them and believed in HIM. In the story of the wise 
men, often much is made of what they gave to the Christ child, but consider what they were given for 
a minute. They set forth looking for a king - a king of kings in fact. After a long and hard journey, they 
end up at a simple home in Bethlehem, and there they find a carpenter with his wife and child. There 
are no costly treasures in the house, no purple robes, no gold rings, nothing in fact to show that they 
were in the presence of the person destined to be a great king. Only the star stood overhead to 
indicate that anything special at all was going on at all. By faith they accept this.  Although all the 
outward signs, save one, are telling them that they are in the wrong place, they accept that single 
sign. The sign of God, that they have been following for so long, and ignore the rest. 
 
 So many of us have a hard time accepting what God has given in the form that God gives it. 
Because we are waiting for a gift from God, we look for great miracles, instant healings, signs and 
wonders, trumpet calls, and maybe Twenty-one gun salutes. We may pray to God for a special 
blessing, and then turn away at our door a pan-handler who is looking for a meal, or a neighbor who 
is dropping by unannounced, or a client who shows up just when we are preparing to leave work for 
the day. 
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 Louis Cassels tells a story about a man who hated Christmas. It was late Christmas Eve, but 
in spite of his wife's pleas he would not accompany her to church. The whole crazy idea of God 
becoming a human being made no sense to his logical mind.   
 
 He stood watching the heavy snow at his picture window. He thought of the birds, and 
wondered if they would find the seeds he had put out for them.  It was snowing hard enough that the 
seed holders were quickly covered. He turned on the backyard lights, but both the birds, and the seed 
were lost in the falling snow.  
 
 Putting on his heavy coat, he went outside and opened his big barn door. Then he spread 
bird seed just inside the barn, hoping that the birds would see it.  They did not! Still hoping to help 
these little starving creatures, the man tried desperately to shoo the little birds toward the light of his 
open barn, but they were too frightened. Here they were only inches away from the food and water 
they needed, and he was helpless. "If only I were a bird", he thought to himself, "I would show them 
the way to that life-giving food." Just then the church bells began to ring announcing Christmas 
morning.  Suddenly he understood why God's Son came to show us the way to eternal life in the way 
that he did as one of us. From that point on, he became a believer. 
 
 We often have this idea fixed in our minds that God does not, or should not, appear to us in 
the ordinary aspects of our life. We do not expect God to show up while we are at work in our office, 
or sitting in a classroom, or doing dishes at the kitchen sink. We have a hard time too considering that 
God's answers to our questions can be found in a 2000 year old book, or on the lips of our employees 
or our friends, or that a dream we have had during a long and troubled night is, in fact, a message 
from God. 
 
 The wisdom of the wise men who followed the star was and is simply this; they sought 
wisdom. They were willing to journey in faith to personally discover what God was doing. They did not 
hesitate to ask for help along the way. And finally, they accepted what they found even though it was 
plainly dressed, and believed in HIM. It is simple stuff really, but wisdom normally is simple stuff. 
Simple, but when used as the Wisemen used it, it leads us to God.  May God bless us all with this 
kind of wisdom.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD   
   
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
                                        
 *Offering Prayer  
(Isaiah 60, Matthew 2) 
Maker of all things, wisdom of God, light of the world, you fill our hands with abundance and 
our hearts with hope. As the magi brought their treasure to the infant Jesus, we bring these 
gifts to you with joy, that you may use them to bring light and peace to our world. Amen. 
        
*Closing Hymn      “Rock a Bye, My Dear Little Boy”   UMH 235 

1. Rock-a-bye, my dear little boy,    2.  Little Jesus, Infant Divine, 
dear little boy, wonder of wonders,   Infant Divine, one with the Father, 
my blessing and joy;     yet born to be mine; 
slumber as I gently hold you,    as I rock you calmly sleeping, 
let my tender love enfold you;    angel guards their watch are keeping; 
gift of God to me and the world,    precious child, one day we shall see 
here in my arms lies so peacefully curled.  What love has destined for you and for me. 
 
* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

 

* POSTLUDE                           “He Is Born” (French Carol/arr. Tornquist)                            

 

 
 


