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 Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     February 14, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE                   “Open Our Eyes, Lord” (Bob Cull)                                                                                                              
 

WELCOME                                                                                                                                 
 

*Opening Hymn    “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies”         UMH  173 

1. Christ, whose glory fills the skies,  2.  Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Christ, the true, the only light,   unaccompanied by thee; 
Sun of Righteousness, arise,   joyless is the day’s return, 
triumph o’er the shades of night;   till thy mercy’s beams I see; 
Dayspring from on high, be near;   till they inward light impart, 
Daystar, in my heart appear.   Cheer my eyes and warm my heart. 
 

3. Visit then this soul of mine; 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

fill me, Radiancy divine, 
scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 

 

*Call to Worship:  (Psalm 50) 

Leader: God speaks and the earth is created. 
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People: Glory hallelujah! 
Leader: God shines forth with a beauty beyond  
our comprehension.  
People: Glory hallelujah! 
Leader: God calls us to be a people of faith. 
People: Glory hallelujah!     

* Opening Prayer (2 Kings 2, Psalm 50, 2 Corinthians 4) 
God of glory and wonder, you call us to come live in the radiance of your love. 
We acknowledge our utter inability to understand the scope of your being. At times we simply 
stand in awe and amazement. But you summon us to be your faithful people as you shine your 
love into our hearts. Give us the courage to pick up the mantle of hope. Help us move forward, 
following the light of Christ, this and every day. Amen. 
 
Special Music  “Can’t Even Walk” (Cody Johnson)        Ed Merryman & Clint Townshend 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Transfiguring Spirit, clear our sight of all unbelief so that in seeing Christ in all his divine perfection we 

may worship him exclusively and look for no other leader into the realm of God.  Keep us open to the 

movement of your spirit in us and with us.   

We praise only you for all that you do for us.  For providing for all of our needs and so many of our 

wants.  For those who are called to protect us like police persons, fire fighters, and others who work 

to provide safety for all.  We thank you for those who are called to heal us like doctors, nurses, 

therapists and others who are used as instruments of healing. We thank you for the many blessings 

that you share with our community. We ask for the blessings of healing for all who need your healing 

touch. We ask for guidance for religious leaders, political leaders, and community leaders around the 

world that all may seek your will and your peace.  Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

*Hymn         “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”        UMH 349 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
look full in his wonderful face, (wonderful face,) 
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim 

in the light of his glory and grace. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: 2 Kings 2:1-12 

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
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Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company 
of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the 
Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 6Then Elijah 
said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and 
as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of 
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to 
the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.  

9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  

Epistle Lesson: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ 
as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out 
of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 9:2-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, 
such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who 
were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make 
three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for 
they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with 
them any more, but only Jesus.  

9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10So they kept the matter to themselves, 
questioning what this rising from the dead could mean.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon:        “Come into the Light”                         Rev. Shari McCourt 

Today’s text is a transitional text in the church calendar year. Last Sunday ended the season 

of Epiphany. Today is what is called Transfiguration Sunday which is the Sunday before the season 

of Lent begins. Lent officially begins this coming Wednesday – Ash Wednesday. If we were having a 

service in person, we would have the imposition of ashes. This is a time to remember that we are all 

going to die someday, and we need to live our lives as fully as we can in our Christian discipleship. 

So, that when our time comes, Jesus will know our name, welcome us into his kingdom, and say, 

“Well done good and faithful servant.” 

This morning’s text from Mark is the transfiguration of Jesus. It is a miracle. Jesus is 

transformed into a more Divine manifestation right before the disciple’s eyes. Jesus is also visited by 

Elijah and Moses. The white light signifies divinity, and purity. All of the signs in the story connect 

Jesus with God as God’s son. This is the ONE! The divine voice of God instructs the disciples to 

listen to Jesus the son of God. Jesus is the one who is implementing God’s Kingdom to come! 

          This story is in all three of the synoptic gospel accounts. So I don’t want to be misinterpreted.  

Obviously this story is important. As many years as I have studied this story and preached or taught 

it, I have often sensed that we get so wrapped up in the details, and characters that we can easily 

miss the invitation in the miracle of the story. The invitation comes directly from Jesus as he invites all 

of us to come into the light of his love and sacrifice, freely given for all of us. Jesus invited the 

disciples to a mountain top experience as if to say, “Come into the light of my love.” Jesus was 

transfigured before those he called by name. He showed them his purity and divinity. He trusted the 

disciples with information regarding who he is. Jesus invites us into the light of his love. The invitation 

is to fall into love all over again with Jesus in a new way. 

           Today is Valentine’s Day. How many of us sent a card, gave a gift, sent an email, texted, 

called, or skyped with someone and shared an expression of love or caring? I wonder how many of 

us remember what it feels like when you were falling in love? You want to talk to that person all of the 

time. You want to learn everything you can about them. You want to touch them are be touched by 

them. The connection is very important with those we love. Just the touch of their hand may cause 

you to feel safe and a little tingly all over. When we are falling in love we often want little reminders of 

the person.  In the days of the English poets they wanted a handkerchief, or a lock of hair. We seem 

to want pictures or selfies on our cell phone. We are constantly thinking of that person, their smell, or 

the taste of their kiss. 

          The times that we talked our self into believing that we don’t have time for a relationship is 

different when we are in it – the relationship is like a time warp. Being with that person 3 hours can 

feel like 5 minutes. Often people in love become far more efficient in their jobs because they feel 

complete. We can hardly wait to hear that person’s stories of their life. We want to connect, and be 

accepted by their friends and family. We want them to be a part of our family, and for us be a part of 

their family. That person’s interests often become our interests. That includes hobbies and causes or 

missional opportunities. We hope that they want to know us just as we are. When we are in that 

special place many of us want to do things for that person—little things to let them know that we love 

them—we are connected and they are our first thought. 
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           When we look back at the invitation in the miracle, the disciples were invited to a mountain top 

experience in the midst of their relationship with Jesus. They were already followers. They were 

invited to fall in love with Jesus all over again. They were to understand that all though Moses and 

Elijah were spared and taken up to be with God; God did not spare his own son but instead gave him 

for all to enter into God’s family through him. It was God who suffered through Jesus on the cross so 

that we might fall in love with him, and have new life. We too often want to skip over God’s suffering 

for us through the passionate love of Jesus to triumph of Easter morning and the resurrection of 

Jesus from the grave. 

           In any relationship it takes work to keep the love alive. All relationships have ups and downs, 

blessings and challenges. Relationships are growing living connections. Every day, when we wake up 

and see light – we are invited into the light of God’s love for us through Jesus Christ. Think of the 

patience that God has waiting for us to accept the invitation to come into the light. How are you 

working to fall in love with Jesus all over again? Are you reading the word of God to learn everything 

you can about God’s love for God’s people? How many of us journal as a means of writing Jesus “I 

love you” notes in your relationship with him? Prayer is a means of talking with the One who loves us 

more than we love ourselves. 

           I love music!  All kinds of music by different artists. In the midst of my meditation and prayer 

this song by John Mayer spoke to me about God’s love. Maybe that is not what John Mayer, 

intended, but God spoke to me through it. The song is “Love is a Verb”. 

Love is a verb 
It ain't a thing 
It's not something you own 
It's not something you scream 

When you show me love 
I don't need your words 
Yeah love ain't a thing 
Love is a verb 
Love ain't a crutch 
It ain't an excuse 
No you can't get through love 
On just a pile of I-O-Us 

Love is a verb. 

Love ain't a drug 
Despite what you've heard 
Yeah love ain't a thing 
Love is a verb 
So you gotta show, show, show me 
show me 
That love is a verb 
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  God’s interests are sharing this good news with all that we meet.  Attending to God’s mission into 

the world to bring together God’s family. 

          I read a quote this week on love that struck me. "Our task is not to seek for love, but merely to 

seek and find all the barriers within yourself that you have built against it" by Rumi. May we all have 

the experience of being God’s instruments --living in love with everyone, and of living from that sacred 

place of acceptance and mutual care. Whether we are single or partnered, we each have 

opportunities to love and feel loved and live as God’s instruments of love. Love is a verb. Let us pray 

that God will help us to transform this invitation to come into the light of Christ’s love into the very 

fabric of our lives. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 
OFFERTORY   
                 
DOXOLOGY        “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”        UMH 95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
*Offering Prayer (Mark 9) 
Awesome God, confronted by the dazzling light of your glory, we want to stay on the 
mountaintop and worship you. But you call us to do more than worship, you call us into action 
as your disciples. Through these gifts, may we shine the transforming light of your love into 
all the world. Use our worship, use our gifts, use our lives, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
CELEBRATION SONG      “Shine Jesus Shine”            TFWS 2173  

Refrain       1.  Lord the light of your love is shining 
Shine, Jesus, shine,      in the midst of the darkness shining; 
fill this land with the Father’s glory,   Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, 
blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire;  set us free by the truth you now bring us. 
flow, river, flow, flood the nations     Shine on me, shine on me. 
with grace and mercy, send forth your word,  Refrain 
Lord, and let there be light. 
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2. Lord, I come to your awesome presence  3.  As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 
from the shadows into your radiance;   so our faces display your likeness; 
by the blood I may enter your brightness,  ever changing from glory to glory, 
search me, try me, consume all my darkness.  Mirrored here may our lives tell your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me.     Shine on me, shine on me. 
Refrain       Refrain 

BENEDICTION       

Let us be the light of Christ into the world as instruments of His hope and love!                                                                                                                             

POSTLUDE                           “Jesus Shall Reign” (John Hatton)                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 
 


