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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     February 7, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE                            “Praise to the Lord Almighty” (Emeuerten Gesangbuch)  
                                                                                                              
 
WELCOME 
                                                                                                                                 
Opening Hymn    “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”         UMH 126 

1. Sing praise to God who reigns above,  2.  The Lord is never far away, 
the God of all creation,     but through all grief distressing, 
the God of power, the God of love,  An every present help and stay, 
The God of our salvation.    Our peace and joy and blessing. 
With healing balm my soul is filled  As with a mother’s tender hand, 
and every faithless murmur stilled:  God gently leads the chosen band:  
To God all praise and glory.   To God all praise and glory. 

 
3. Thus, all my toilsome way along,  4.  Let all who name Christ’s holy name 
I sing aloud thy praises,    give God all praise and glory; 
that earth may hear the grateful song  let all who own his power proclaim 
my voice unwearied raises.   Aloud the wondrous story! 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart,   Cast each false idol from its throne, 
both soul and body bear your part:  for Christ is Lord, and Christ alone: 
To God all praise and glory.   To God all praise and glory. 

 

Call to Worship:   (Isaiah 40) 

Leader: Lift up your eyes to the witness of the earth. 
People: God’s presence is here, in the plants and the trees. 
Leader: Lift up your eyes to the canvas of the heavens. 
People: God’s praises are proclaimed by the stars above. 
Leader: Lift up your eyes to the love of God. 
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People: God’s grace abounds, in the courage of the weak and the strength of the 
downtrodden. 
Leader: Lift up your voices to join in the song. 
People: It is good to sing praise to our Creator God! 
 

Opening Prayer of Confession  (Isaiah 40, Psalm 147, Mark 1) 
People: God of grace and glory, we come to you in our human frailty. We come faint with 
exhaustion. We come downtrodden with powerlessness. We come embarrassed by our 
sinfulness. We come sick with fever or burdened with sorrows. Bind up our wounds, O God. 
Heal our broken hearts. Forgive our mistaken actions. Release our destructive thoughts. Lift 
us up, that we may walk in your light, forgiven and free, strengthened and renewed, to be the 
delight of your eyes. In hope and gratitude, we pray. Amen. 
  
Words of Assurance (Isaiah 40, Mark 1) 
Pastor: Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told to you from the beginning of 
time? The everlasting God, Creator of earth and sky, is the God of grace and glory, embracing us 
with forgiveness and mercy, strengthening us with hope and courage. Lift up your eyes and see. 
God’s love abounds in power! 
 
Special Music  “Heaven Came Down and Glory Filled My Soul” (Peterson) 

Duet: Dana and Joy Shrader 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Creator of stars, nurse to the wounded, healer of broken spirits: that you have power to rule the 

cosmos, fills us with amazement.  You give new heart to the humble.  We thank you for all that 

sustains life, whether human, vegetable, or animal.  Receive the thanksgiving of all creation, the 

psalms of your people, the music of the birds, the sounds of all living things.  Hear us wherever we 

gather to praise your name.  Amen.   

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

Hymn       “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”        UMH 474 

1. Precious Lord, take my hand,   2.  When my way grows drear, 
lead me on, let me stand,    precious Lord, linger near, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;   when my life is almost gone, 
through the storm, through the night,  hear y cry, hear my call, 
lead me on to the light:    hold my hand lest I fall: 
Refrain      Refrain 
Take my hand, precious Lord,   Take my hand, precious Lord, 
lead me home.     lead me home. 
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3. When the darkness appears 
and the night draws near, 

and the day is past and gone, 
at the river I stand, 

guide my feet, hold my hand: 
Refrain 

Take my hand, precious Lord, 
Lead me home. 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 40:21-31 

1Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you 
not understood from the foundations of the earth?  

22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who 
stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; 23who brings princes 
to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 

 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he 
blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.  

25To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One.  

26Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers 
them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.  

27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is 
disregarded by my God”?  

28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  

29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.  

30Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted;  

31but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

6If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and 
woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel!  

17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a 
commission.  
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18What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, 
so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.  

19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more 
of them.  

20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one 
under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law.  

21To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but 
am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law.  

22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, 
that I might by all means save some. 

 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.  

Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:29-39 

9As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and 
John.  

30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once.  

31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve 
them.  

32That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons.  

33And the whole city was gathered around the door.  

34And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would 
not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.  

35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he 
prayed.  

36And Simon and his companions hunted for him.  

37When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.”  

38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there 
also; for that is what I came out to do.”  

39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out 
demons.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
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People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:   “Seeking Jesus Truth among the False Prophets”          Pastor Shari McCourt 
 
 This past week, a dear friend sent me a podcast that touched their soul. It was an interview 
with John Cooper. He is the lead singer and bassist for the Christian rock band, Skillet. The interview 
was about his new book. He addressed concerns in the world today, regarding pastors and Christians 
in general moving away from the “truth” of the gospel message. Cooper talked about people 
experiencing inner conflict with not believing in truth, and getting up each day searching for “truth” on 
in the internet on social media. He addressed current issues, and the need for healing in our world, 
that can only come from the “truth”, and “power” of Jesus Christ. Cooper went on to elaborate on the 
need to read scripture seeking the truth. He claimed this to be “old fashioned,” but needed. The word 
of God will provide truth to us, during this time when people from all walks of life seeming to have an 
opinion, but lack the spiritual truth of the gospel message. 
 
 Last week we talked about the authority of Jesus as the “One” sent from God to show us the 
way. Jesus’ authority was proven through healings, signs, and the fulfillment of the word of God. 
Jesus is the “good news”!  
 

His hope prevails for one and for all. 
 
We continue with the Gospel of Mark. Mark is interesting regarding healing texts.   

Mark continues with an account of proofing who Jesus is, and the power God has given to Jesus for 
our sake. One third of Mark consists of "miracle" texts.  We need to know how to look at these text to 
help them make sense in the bigger picture.  Healing texts are symbols of the power of God 
manifested through Jesus.  God's power through Jesus is stronger than evil, and it responds to 
human suffering. Jesus heals people before telling the Good News.  Jesus heals them, before they 
really know who Jesus is.  
 

These texts are a symbol of Jesus' authority which is proved by physical healings as well as 
exorcisms.  Jesus' heals what we can see, as well as what we cannot see.  Jesus has the authority to 
make us whole, fully healed, restored, and reconciled with our God. 

 
 Today’s text has three parts to it.  Part one begins with Jesus, and the disciples leaving the 
synagogue, and going into Simon and Andrew’s home.  There, they find Simon’s mother-in-law ill with 
a fever. They took Jesus to her at once.  Jesus took her hand, and lifted her up from her sick bed to 
be healed. She immediately got up, and began to serve them.  Some of you fellows out there, don’t 
get yourself in trouble, elbowing or winking at a woman sitting next to you with a big smile on your 
face.  And whispering, “That’s right!  That’s the way it outta be!  Jesus healed her so that she would 
get up, and start fussin’ around in the kitchen whamping up a good meal. That is not what this text is 
about!   
 

The woman in the text is setting an excellent example of how we are supposed to respond to 
Jesus healing us.   

1. She had a desire to be healed. She was seeking Jesus healing power in her  life.  
 2.  She accepted Jesus healing. 
 3. She practiced her discipleship by immediately serving the Lord. Her action  
may be interpreted as praise. 
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 Part two of the text, at sundown, the disciples took Jesus to where there were many, who were 
in need of various healings. They were sick with many different illnesses, and possessed with 
demons. Jesus has the authority to heal all who he sees to heal.  Many of these people were healed 
to prove Jesus authority. Some were healed as an example of having faith. Some will keep their 
disease in this life, in order to give glory to God. They may be our teachers of patience, 
perseverance, and unending praise.   
 
 Most of us have some understanding of physical illness because we can see it in our own life, 
or in the lives of those we love. Many of us are tainted by our Western medicine mentality, and “poo 
poo” the idea of demons.  Demons are real!   Many demons are of our own creation.  We like to 
blame everything on the old “Flip Wilson: The Devil made me do it,” but the reality is that we do 
create many of our own demons. We feed ourselves thoughts that build barriers between ourselves, 
God’s love, healing, and blessings in our lives. Sometimes we tell ourselves that we can’t do things 
for one reason or another.  We rationalize our discipleship away, until we have a sin sick soul.  We 
create demons that are negative energies, that we carry regarding other people in order to separate 
ourselves from them. This negative energy, becomes a tape we play in our heads to trick ourselves 
out of being all that God wants us to be.  Many of us need to be exorcised from our self-created 
demons, so that Jesus will heal us, and make us whole again.   
 
 Part Three.  By this time in Jesus ministry, and this is not very far into His, ministry because 
this is only chapter one. Jesus is gaining in popularity so much, that he had trouble finding time, and 
place to be alone.  Jesus got up very early in the morning, and sneaked off to what the text calls a 
deserted place. Jesus went to a “lonely place” away from the rest of the disciples.  He went to pray, 
commune with God, and seek God’s will for his ministry.  
 
 Jesus came to show us the way. Part of the way of discipleship in Him, is to spend time in 
quiet with Him, and the word of God. Spending time on our computers, cell phone, tablets, and etc. 
looking at worldly truths/opinions is NOT spiritual truth. Then Jesus went forth to share the Good 
News of God’s grace of healing, and wholeness; attending to people’s physical needs first and living 
by example. 
 

John Wesley, using what he understood from Jesus’ example believed that we need to get up 
early in the morning, when it is still dark in order to find a lonely place to pray.  Many of us don’t feel 
well when we get up to early, but the point is that this example of seeking a place to be alone, pray, 
commune with our God and seek God’s will. These are the disciplines we are called to practice.  We 
too are called to go forth to share the Good News of God’s grace of healing, and wholeness; 
attending to people’s physical needs first and living by example. But, we need to always start the day 
by taking Jesus hand to show us the way. 

 
 I want to end with a brief story that John Cooper shared in the preface of his book. Cooper was 
approached by a very influential man in the music industry early in his career. The man shared that 
the band Skillet had the “spiritual thing” going on which was sharing the ‘good news’. He said that 
they had it all going on, because they even had girls in the band. Skillet has the hard rock sound that 
people were looking to hear.  There was one problem that the man could see for the band.  
He strongly suggested to Cooper that they stop saying “Jesus” and talking about Jesus in their 
performances. It wasn’t necessary. People who understand the spiritual message without the name, 
and they would rise to fame. Cooper thanked to man for his advice.  
 

He went to a quiet place to pray, and heard in his head the gospel truth from the scriptures that 
he had read concerning false prophets. Cooper expressed understanding how close demons, and 
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false prophets are to us each day. He gave thanks and praise to Jesus for guidance, direction, and 
the salvation that can only come from Him. Let us also be Jesus’ disciples who know Him and His 
word of truth, and keep spiritually fit. Amen.  
 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

OFFERTORY   
                 
DOXOLOGY        “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”        UMH 95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
May these gifts of money and ministry be like wings to the exhausted and strength to the 
powerless. May these gifts of ours bind up the brokenhearted and welcome the outcast. And 
may our offerings of time, talent, and treasure sing your praises and be a cause of delight 
throughout your marvelous world. Amen.  
 
CELEBRATION SONG      “Wonderful Works of Life”     UMH 600 

1. Sing them over again to me,    Refrain 
wonderful words of life; 
let me more of their beauty see,    Beautiful words, wonderful words, 
wonderful words of life;     wonderful words of life. 
words of life and beauty     Beautiful words, wonderful words, 
teach me faith and duty.     Wonderful words of life. 
    
2. Christ, the blessed one,     3.  Sweetly echo the gospel call, 
gives to all wonderful words of life;   wonderful words of life; 
sinner, list to the loving call,    offer pardon and peace to all, 
wonderful words of life;     wonderful words of life; 
all so freely given,      Jesus, only Savior 
wooing us to heaven.     Sanctify forever. 
Refrain       Refrain 
BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

POSTLUDE                           “O Lord, You’re Beautiful”   (Keith Green)                                                                                                                            


