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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
    Lent 4 – March 14, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE         “Come Ye Sinners, Poor & Needy” (Southern Harmony) 
                                                                                                                           
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn     “To God Be the Glory”    UMH 98 

1. To God be the glory,     Refrain: 
great things he hath done!    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
So loved he the world     Let the earth hear his voice! 
that he gave us his Son,    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
who yielded his life      let the people rejoice! 
an atonement for sin,    O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, 
and opened the lifegate     and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 
that all may go in. 
 
2. O perfect redemption,     3.  Great things he hath taught us, 
the purchase of blood,    great things he hath done, 
to every believer      and great our rejoicing 
the promise of God;     through Jesus the Son; 
the vilest offender      but purer, and higher,  
who truly believes,     and greater will be 
that moment from Jesus    our wonder, our transport, 
 a pardon receives.     When Jesus we see. 
(Refrain)      (Refrain) 
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Call to Worship:  (Ephesians 2, John 3) 

Leader: Good and gracious One, we cry out and you hear our voice. 
People: You lift us up with your love and offer us the light of your grace. 
Leader: Let the richness of your mercy flow through our lives, that we may worship you in spirit 
and truth. 
People: May we go forth as children of light and love, in the name of Christ, in whom we   

           find hope. 
 
Opening Prayer of Confession (Psalm 107, Ephesians 2, John 3) 

People: Merciful God, hear the cries of our hearts. Forgive the sickness of our sin that 
would lead us to death and despair. Raise us up to new life, that we might taste of 
eternity as we walk in the light of your love and grace. 
 

Words of Assurance (Psalm 107, Ephesians 2, John 3) 
Leader: God did not send Jesus to condemn the world, but rather that we might know salvation 
and grace through Christ. Behold the steadfast love that endures forever! In this love we are 
forgiven and redeemed by God. 
 

Special Music  “More Love to Thee, O Christ” (Doane/ Arr. Douglas Smith) 
                                                           Alison Kersten, flute; Elise Kersten, violin 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Holy God, we come to you this day singing your praises while in our hearts we hold onto what needs 
your healing. Lord of All, heal us and those that we love. Heal our world from sin, injustice of all 
kinds, self-righteousness, physical, mental, and spiritual ills. Make us whole through your son, Jesus 
who taught his disciples to pray… 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn        “Amazing Grace”    UMH 378 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  2.  ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
that saved a wretch like me!        And grace my fears relieved; 
I once was lost, but now am found;       how precious did that grace appear 
was blind, but now I see.         The hour I first believed. 
 

   3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 4.  The Lord has promised good to me, 
          I have already come;          his word my hope secures; 
          'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,        he will my shield and portion be, 
          and grace will lead me home.         As long as life endures. 

    5. Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,              6.  When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
        and mortal life shall cease,                                       bright shining as the sun, 
        I shall possess, within the veil,                                  we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
        a life of joy and peace.                                              then when we first begun. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Numbers 21:4-9 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the 
people became impatient on the way. 

 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 

 6Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many 
Israelites died.  

7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against 
you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.  

8And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is 
bitten shall look at it and live.”  

9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, 
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 2:1-10 

You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course of this 
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 
disobedient.  

3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and 
senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else.  

4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—  

6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in 
the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.  

8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God—  

9not the result of works, so that no one may boast.  

10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life.  

Gospel Lesson: John 3:14-21 

14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  

15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
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16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. 

 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.  

18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  

19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil. 

 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed.  

21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.” 

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:      “Lift High the Cross”   Pastor Shari McCourt 

The texts for today are all connected. The text from John 3 contains John 3:16, which is 

scripture many of us were required to memorize for our confirmation class, way back when. This 

morning, I have been called to talk about each text, and the ways in which they connect. 

In Numbers 21:4-9, we begin with Moses and Aaron out in the dessert with the Israelites. The 

people had become impatient following Moses to a land of promise. They complained about 

everything.  They didn’t like the food.  They did not believe that there was enough food, or enough 

water. They complained against God and Moses.  We all act like these people sometimes. We gripe 

and complain, and we have a lot more than they had. It is sometimes just the human condition.  

God had, had enough! So God sent serpents among all of them. The serpents bit them, and 

some of them died. There is nothing like the realization of potential death to bring people back to 

God. The people then went to Moses, and begged him to pray to God to take away the serpents.  

They confessed their sin, and begged for mercy. Moses prayed to God, and received instruction to 

make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole, so that everyone who was bitten might look at this 

bronze serpent, and remember the mercy of God, and be spared. We see God’s understanding that 

the people needed a visual reminder of God’s mercy. 

In the text from John 3:14-21, Jesus references this story of Moses in the dessert with the 

Israelites, and the symbol of the poisonous serpent made of bronze. Again, this serpent was referred 

to as a symbol of God’s mercy, and grace for God’s people, that whoever believes in him will have 

eternal life. There are several notable points in these accounts of the story that Jesus is explaining. 



5 
 

1. Pointing out the story of Moses, and the serpent lifted high, is a means of connecting that 

account of God’s grace to the explanation, of how God would sacrifice God’s own son as a 

sign of God’s grace for all of God’s people. 

It is a continuation of God keeping God’s covenant with God’s people. 

 

2. These two stories together also make apparent how differently, God thinks.  God does not 

think in worldly terms, but instead divinely. 

Our example of that is made clear in the crucifixion.  Crucifixion was the worst death of the 

time.  It was the most humiliating.  Only the worst criminals were put to death by that 

method. 

The cross was a symbol of weakness, and shame.  But, God lifted high the crucifixion of 

Christ high on the hill at Calvary for all to have the opportunity to see, and believe in order 

to have new life. 

This worldly symbol of suffering, and shame, is a divine symbol of unconditional love, and 

grace upon grace. 

John 17 says, “God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him.” 

We are not much better than the Israelites of that time in fact we may be worse.  Humanity has 

not changed much.  We all, still grumble, wanting what we don’t have, and more of what we do have. 

We all forget once in a while from whom all blessings come, and yet God, through Jesus is showing 

us the way to life. 

The connection between these texts, helps us to better understand how the reversals of God’s 

way will come to be. Those who are perceived as weak, will be strong.  What is lowly, will be lifted 

high. God’s way, is a way of grace, and unconditional love, so strong that it is the light that will over 

power any, and all darkness. 

John continues to tell the story of God’s grace by an explanation of those who love darkness, 

committed evil deeds.  We may understand these deeds as selfishness, greediness, and sinfulness.  

All of these acts, are acts that lead us away from God and God’s grace and mercy. Those who love 

the light, do what is true to come to the light. 

The Epistle Lesson from Ephesians 2:1-10, explains how high the grace of God has been lifted 

for our sake and salvation. 

“You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the 
passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature 
children of wrath, like everyone else.”  
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I often remember this passage read during my time in youth group as discussed the dangers of 
“sowing wild oats.” 

“4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when 
we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God— 9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what 
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life.”  

Our lives are to be the living proof that the cross is a symbol of grace. We are to bear witness 

that God’s ways are not the ways of the world. God’s ways are about truth, mercy, love, hope, and 

forgiveness. As we live out the good works, that bear this witness, it also helps us to keep our faith 

alive! We were saved to be living proof of the good news of Jesus Christ, and serve in His name! 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD        
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

OFFERTORY   
                 
DOXOLOGY        “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”        UMH 95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Offering Prayer  
 (Ephesians 2, John 3) 

God of steadfast love and never-ending grace, thank you for the gifts of eternity 
entrusted to us—gifts of love and grace, that others may know hope and joy. Bless 
these gifts we return to you now, that they may be a taste of eternity and a promise of 
new life through the ministries of this church. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.  
     

Closing Hymn      “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”            TFWS 2088 

Lord I lift Your name on high 
Lord I love to sing Your praises 

I'm so glad You're in my life 
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I'm so glad You came to save us 
You came from Heaven to earth 
To show the way from the earth 

To the cross my debt to pay; 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 

Lord I lift Your name on high 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              
As we go forth this week may we lift His name on high in thanks and praise for all Jesus has done 

for us. May we truly live our lives to give witness to His grace as we share this good news. In the 

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 POSTLUDE                            “The Steadfast Love of the Lord” (McNeill) [Maranatha book] 


