
JOHN 3:16  

 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” – John 3:16 NIV 

John 3:16 is one of the most popular verses in the whole Bible.  But, does 

knowing the words mean you know what means and how important it really is? 

This really is a great verse to know.  It tells us Jesus’s whole purpose in just a few 

short words. Here’s what Jesus was saying.  

 

“For God so loved the world…”  Do you believe that?  That God really does 

love the world.  The WHOLE world.  The good, bad, rich, poor, young, old, sick, 

healthy, angry, and joyful.  God loves us all.  He loves those who love Him, and 

He loves those who hate Him. Do you know why that is so important?  It means 

you don’t have to earn God’s love.  He already loves you, and there is 

absolutely nothing you could do that would change His love. We all sin 

sometimes, but it is so nice to know that God will still love us even when do mess 

up. 

The next section.  “…that He gave His one and only Son,…” 

If you ever think that maybe God doesn’t love you, just think about this 

part.  God loved you so much that He gave up His own Son for you.  God knew 

we needed a perfect sacrifice, and He knew His Son Jesus was the only one 

who could be that sacrifice. And why do we need that perfect sacrifice?   

Next, “…that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

With that perfect sacrifice we can live forever with God.  And that’s God 

biggest wish.  He wants nothing more than for you to live with Him in 

heaven.  Yes, YOU! 

God loves YOU so much that He was willing to send His Son Jesus as YOUR 

sacrifice, so YOU could live in heaven with Him.  YOU! 

 



Have you ever really thought about that verse like that?  It becomes more than 

just words I’ve memorized; it’s REAL. 

Raise your right hand if you are happy to know God loves you.  Keep it 

up!  Raise your left hand if you are happy Jesus took your place as a 

sacrifice.  Keep it up!  Now wave those hands if you want to live in heaven with 

God and Jesus forever and ever and ever.  Woohoo! 

 

And how do we get there?  That is in the verse too!  All we have to do is believe 

in God.  We don’t have to be perfect, or grown up, or super smart, we just have 

to believe in God, put our faith and trust in Him, and love Him in return. 

God loves YOU.  YOU love God. 

 

Prayer: 
Lord, thank you for coming up with a plan to save us. Thank you for loving us so 

much! Jesus, I want to ask you into my heart. I’m sorry for my mistakes. I know 

you came to take them away. I want to be your friend and ask that you come 

into my heart to live forever. Thank you for helping us and loving us so much. 

Amen. 
 

 

Activity Attached – John 3:16 Folding Puzzle 

 


