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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
May 9, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE       “Surely the Presence of the Lord” (Wolfe) 
                                                                                                                              
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “Happy the Home When God Is There”   UMH 445 

1. Happy the home when God is there,   2.  Happy the home where Jesus’ name 
and love fills every breast;     is sweet to every ear; 
when one their wish and one their prayer,  where children early speak his fame, 
and one their heavenly rest.    And parents hold him dear. 
 

3. Happy the home where prayer is heard,  4.  Lord, let us in our homes agree 
and praise is wont to rise;     this blessed peace to gain; 
where parents love the sacred Word   unite our hearts in love to thee, 
and all its wisdom prize.     And love to all will reign. 
 

Call to Worship:   (Psalm 98) 

Leader: Sing to God a new song, 
People: for God has done marvelous things! 
Leader: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth, 
People: for God is still doing marvelous things! 
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Leader: Break into joyful song! 
People: Sing praises with lyre and melody and trumpets! 
Leader: Let the seas roar and the floods clap their hands! 
People: For God is coming to judge the world with righteousness. 
Leader: God is coming to judge the world with equity. 
People: Sing to God a new song!  
  
*Opening Prayer (Acts 10, Psalm 98, 1 John 5, John 15) 
God of songs and marvels, old and new, your powerful love for this world continues to 
astound us. In these last days of Easter, we gather to recall the love 
that brought Jesus into this world and into our lives: as savior, friend, and brother. We thank 
you for welcoming us into your household and for trusting us with your marvelous work to 
draw all people into the spacious home of your love. Amen. 

 
Special Music 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Prayers of the People  (John 17, Mother’s Day) 
God of mothers and fathers, 
young and old, friends and neighbors, 
be present in the needs of our world. 
As we gather on this day of celebration and praise, 
we are thankful for the many people who mother us 
and nurture us to grow in faith and wisdom. 
Be with those who are mothers for others. 
Thank you for the blessings in our lives . . .  
Strengthen them with your grace and knowledge. 
We pray for mothers and fathers around the world, 
especially for those who are struggling 
to find food and security for their children. 
We pray for children and youth throughout the world, 
especially for those who are in need 
of mothers and mentors in their lives. 
For those who mourn this day, give comfort. 
For those who yearn this day, give patience. 
For those who are torn apart by grief and resentment, 
may your healing love bring forgiveness 
and reconciliation.  Place your healing touch on … 
Let all who hunger and thirst for your presence 
know the living water that is ours without limit 
through Christ Jesus. 
In his holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  



3 
 

*Hymn                                 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”   UMH 526 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus,  2.  Have we trials and temptations? 
all our sins and griefs to bear!   Is there trouble anywhere? 
What a privilege to carry    We should never be discouraged; 
everything to God in prayer!   Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
O what peace we often forfeit,   Can we find a friend so faithful 
O what needless pain we bear,   who will all our sorrows share? 
all because we do not carry   Jesus knows our every weakness; 
everything to God in prayer.   Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

3. Are we weak and heavy laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge; 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; 
thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Epistle Lesson: 1 John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
parent loves the child. 

 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments.  

3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers 
the world, our faith.  

5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  

6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 
water and the blood.  

And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.  

Gospel Lesson: John 15:9-17 

9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  

10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love.  

11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  
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13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  

14You are my friends if you do what I command you.  

15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from 
my Father.  

16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.  

17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon: “Do as I Say, and Do as I Do”  Rev. Shari McCourt 

 

 Today we celebrate the Festival of the Christian Home. It is also Mother’s Day. 
There are many similar lists of what we have learned from our mothers.  
Here is one I found: 

‘What My Mother Taught Me’ 

My mother taught me RELIGION: When I spilled grape juice on the carpet, she 
instructed, "You better pray the stain will come out of the carpet." 

My mother taught me LOGIC: From her decisive words, "Because I said so, that's why." 

My mother taught me FORESIGHT: "Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case 
you're in an accident." 

My mother taught me IRONY: "Keep laughing, and I'll give you something to cry about." 

My mother taught me about STAMINA: "You'll sit there 'til all that spinach is finished." 

My mother taught me about WEATHER: "It looks as if a tornado swept through your 
room." 

My mother taught me THE CIRCLE OF LIFE: "I brought you into this world, and I can 
take you out." 

My mother taught me about BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION: "Stop acting like your father!" 

My mother taught me about ENVY: "There are millions of less fortunate children in this 
world who don't have a wonderful Mom like you do!" 
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Thanks Mom!  
 

Most of us learned of love first from our mother’s, mother figures, and/or maternal guardian. 
Whoever this person was for you, was your first lesson in what love means, and how love is to be 
lived out into the world. Many of us we had great examples, and for others, we were left seeking, and 
hoping that something bigger than ourselves would love us. Today may be a difficult day for some of 
us, because we miss our mother/mother figure. Coming home to our church family, we hope and pray 
will help each one of us reconnect, renew, and restore our relationship with our Creator God. We are 
family through Jesus! There is not an orphan among us!   

Both our epistle and gospel lessons are all about God’s love, living as God’s family, and how to 
live the love of God out in the world. 1 John 5:1-2, begins with our identity as God’s family, “Everyone 
who believes that Jesus is the Christ as been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves 
the child.  
By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments.” 
In the parent child relationship, there are most always expectations of obedience for the betterment of 
the child’s welfare, and the welfare of the family. 
John 15:9-15a from The Message, by Eugene Peterson (pp. 1690), lists this commandment in this 
way:  
 

“I’ve loved you the way my Father has loved me. Make yourself at home in my love. If 
you keep my commands, you’ll remain intimately at home in my love. That’s what I’ve 
done—kept my Father’s commands and made myself at home in his love. I’ve told you 
these things for a purpose: that my joy might be your joy, and your joy wholly mature. 
This is my commandment: Love one another the way I loved you. This is the very best 
way to love. Put your life on the line for your friends. You are my friends when you do 
these things I command you.” 

 
When we read these words, they sometimes sound so idealistic that our cynical thinking may creep in 
and make us shake our heads. Does this really happen in faith communities within God’s family? It 
does! It can happen!  

It has been shared with me from both churches, the challenges that have occurred in the past, 
when disagreements have taken place. People have left the family, and gone elsewhere or nowhere. 
Today is a day to celebrate, and accept the loving guidance that comes from following Jesus 
commandment to love one another as Jesus has loved us in God’s family. Following this 
commandment will help us to continue to heal and grow. 

I am called to tell you a story this morning. When I was thirteen, I began attending church 
mostly by myself. Sometimes my little brother came with me. 
Sunday morning came, I set my alarm clock, got my breakfast, got dressed, hopped on a bus, and 
went to church. I did not believe in God or much of anything else. 
This faith community that pick me up each Sunday, accepted me just as I was, and I was rough 
around the edges. I attended classes and went to church, sitting alone. 
The community was trying to learn to live these scriptural texts and extend invitation to the 
surrounding community to be members of God’s family through church. 
There were occasional hick-ups when established community members were not gracious to those of 
us that were new, and did not know the ways of the Christian family.  Many did not trust, or know how 
to act, or know how to receive this unconditional love. Everyone was learning together.  
The beauty was the deep desire to live as God’s loving family keeping Jesus commandment to love 
as Christ loves.  

There were many of us who came into our faith by the living witness of the congregation’s 
inclusion of ALL as family. Many of us may identify with the church as the people of God, who like a 
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loving parent, shaped our faith, and trained us in the ways of the Lord. With gratitude for those who 
have nurtured us in the faith in the past and present as our Christian family, we witness to the world 
Christ’s love. 

Last week, I was reading one of the many devotions I read, this one from the University of 
Maryland Integrative Health’s, “Gratitude Tuesday.” 

Gratitude and the "Witnessing Effect"  

“Appreciation is a wonderful thing. It makes what is excellent in others belong to us as 
well.” – Voltaire 

When people hang out in groups (as people tend to do), they start behaving similarly.  

Different groups will form different norms and expectations for behavior, which is why 
we have distinct cultures, cliques, and tribes. 

One powerful phenomenon that influences behavior in groups is called the ‘witnessing 
effect’.  

Essentially, people watch how people interact in their group and have an emotional 
reaction to what they see, impacting how they think and feel about themselves.  

This is a powerful tool for shaping behavior, and it can be used for good. 

When we express gratitude to others, it doesn’t happen in a vacuum; other people are 
watching.  

They’re watching how we show our gratitude to others and how the recipients of our 
gratitude respond to us.  

Research from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has shown that when a 
person expresses gratitude towards someone[1], third-party observers feel more 
positively about that person and are more likely to be kind and helpful toward them. 

This means that sharing our gratitude with others is not only good for us and good for 
them, it is also good for our group. It turns out that everyone benefits from expressions 
of gratitude!” (04-27-21) 

 
I pray that we represent our Lord’s grateful family and share love and gratitude with everyone we 
meet as a mindful witness of the love of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
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Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

OFFERTORY   
                 
DOXOLOGY       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
*Offering Prayer  (Acts 10, John 15) 
Pour your Spirit upon these gifts, O God. Send them into the world as a sign and song of your 
joyous work of love. Use them to call and welcome into your house of love all who are your 
friends and our brothers and sisters. Amen.  
     
Closing Hymn     “Shout to the Lord”            TFWS 2074 
 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 
power and majesty, praise to the King. 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
at the sound of your name. 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands, 
forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand. 

Nothing compares to the  promise I have in you. 
 

 
BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Created by God, we go to love all of creation. Blessed with love, we are bound by love. Chosen for 

love, we go now to love as God loves. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE                        “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Robinson)                                                                                                                                     

 

                                  


