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John 6:60-71 

  

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” But 

Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend 

you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the 

spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and 

life. But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were 

the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this 

reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” Because 

of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the 

twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy 

One of God.” Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? Yet one of you is a 

devil.” He was speaking of Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for he, though one of the twelve, was 

going to betray him. 

 

“Do you also wish to go away?” Every time I read Jesus’ question; it breaks my heart. Jesus 

knew that he was offering the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6a), but not everyone could 

hear it and believe it. The difficult teaching mentioned at the beginning of this passage refers to 

Jesus’ teaching in Capernaum, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I 

in them.” The words had to have been shocking and disturbing to those who took them quite 

literally. 

 

Scholar Amy Howe makes the point that the key to the passage is “…abide in me…” Jesus is 

inviting the disciples to be at home in him just as he is at home in God. Jesus does not sugar 

coat the challenge of following him. He just tells them that if they do follow him, their lives will be 

changed forever. Ours will be too. As we follow Jesus, his spirit abides in us, and that makes all 

the difference. 

 

One of my favorite hymns about abiding is Henry Francis Lyte’s “Abide With Me.” Lyte long 



 

suffered from a lung disorder that turned into tuberculosis. At the age of 54, he preached his last 

sermon with great difficulty. He wrote the poem/hymn we remember today as his earthly life was 

drawing to a close. Lyte wrote poignantly about the evening of one’s life trusting in the abiding 

presence of our God. Abide in me says Jesus. Let it be so for you and for me. 

 

Faithfully, 

Jan+ 

 

 

Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide: when other 

helpers fail and comforts flee, in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

(The Hymnal 1982, words by Henry Francis Lyte) 

 

 

     

St. Paul UMC is selling RADA Cutlery.  During the last 70+ years we have earned a reputation for 

remarkable quality and tremendous value. Our employees and their families appreciate you 

choosing to use Rada Cutlery in your kitchen!   This can all be ordered online.  The link is 

https://radafundraising.com?rfsn=4880802.adaee2 

 

 

Beginning in July, the last Sunday of the month, July 25, will be Penny Sunday.  Since it has been 15 

months since we have collected, there should be plenty of pennies stored up to donate! 

 

 

 

https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=4880802.adaee2


 

Church Council will meet on Monday, July 19 at 7:00 pm.  Place will be determined prior to the 

meeting (in person or Zoom.) 

 

Sisters in Faith event will be held October 15 and 16. There are only 220 available and it will be held 

at the Damascus Community Church. It is a wonderful event to attend! 

https://siffallevent2021.eventbrite.com 
 
The above link is to reserve the tickets.  If you have any questions, please contact Sena Roop. 

Flyer is attached with more information. 

 
 

 
 

• Prayers for Louise Grabill  

• Prayers for Pam Bailey – sister of Wayne Trout  

• Prayers for peace for the unrest in our world.  

• Prayers for Joe Cavanaugh III  

• Prayers for Carla Wilhelm  

• Prayers for Charles and Valerie Tucker for healing  

• Prayers for Cathy Flinn for healing  

• Prayers for Jean Fitschen  

• Prayers for Phillip, son of Becky and Mel Gress  

• Prayers for Becky Gress for healing  

• Prayers for Judy and Allen Saylor for healing  

• Prayers for John and Jen, cousins of Amanda McCourt, for healing  

• Continued prayers for Tiffany Younghein, cousin of Amanda McCourt  

• Prayers for healing for Patsy Eyler  

https://siffallevent2021.eventbrite.com/


• Prayers for relief from pain from radiation therapy for Roger Shewell  

• Prayers of healing and peace for our World  

• Prayers of healing for those suffering in India  

• Prayers of healing for Wayne Trout  

• Prayers of healing for Ruth Lease  

• Prayers of healing for John D, uncle of Pastor Shari and his wife Sandra  

• Prayers for grieving- Ann John's family  

• Prayers for Teresa for peace and courage to face each day  

• Prayers for Sarah Lowman for healing  

• Prayers for Richard Wolfe for healing  

• Prayers for Mary Margaret Myers for healing  

• Prayers for Linda Thompson for healing  

• Prayers for Jeff for healing from surgery  

• Prayers for Mike for healing  

• Prayers for healing for Lisa suffering from cancer  

• Prayers for healing for Tom  

• Prayers for the Bartels/Brothers family on the passing of Rick Bartels  

• Prayers for the recovery efforts at the collapsed condominium in Florida.  

• Prayers for Becky- Traveling mercies  

• Prayer for Marian’s friend’s family- healing  

• Prayers for Diane-healing  

• Prayers for a Co-worker-healing  

• Prayers for Bonnie Snyder and family grieving the loss of Dottie Ramsey 
 
 
 


