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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     June 27, 2021- 55 th Sunday After Pentecost     

          
            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE         “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” (Lemmel) 
                                                                                                                           
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn:     “Only Trust Him”                   UMH 337 

1. Come, every soul     Refrain 
by sin oppressed,     Only trust him, only trust him, 
there’s mercy     Only trust him now. 
with the Lord;     He will save you, he will save you, 
and he will surely     He will save you now. 
give you rest, 
by trusting in his Word. 

     2.  For Jesus shed     3.  Yes, Jesus is 
          his precious blood          the truth, the way 
          rich blessings           that leads you into rest; 
          to bestow;           believe in him 
          plunge now into          without delay, 
          the crimson flood          and you are fully blest. 
          that washes bright as snow. 
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4. Come then and join 
this holy band, 

and on to glory go, 
to dwell in that 
celestial land 

where joys immortal flow. 
 

*Call to Worship:  (Psalm 130, Mark 5) 
Leader: Hope in the God of life! 
People: Trust in the God of the ages. 
Leader: Believe in the Christ of love. 
People: Trust in the Christ of healing. 
Leader: Come, let your faith bring hope and wholeness! 
 
Opening Prayer  (2 Corinthians 8, Mark 5) 
God of generous abundance, you give us so much of yourself. For Christ’s grace and love, for 
the Spirit’s constant presence, and for the gifts you have entrusted to us, we give you thanks 
and praise. As we worship this day, reveal your gifts in us. Remind us of your abundance. 
Strengthen our resolve to live as the community of faith you would have us be. Amen. 
 
Special Music  “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” (Southern harmony) 

                                        Rebecca Price, soloist, Alison Kersten, flute, Elise Kersten, violin 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Healer and Giver of Life, 
we come to you bent down 
with the poverty of our mistakes. 
The emptiness of dreams unfulfilled blurs our vision. 
The sorrow of sins committed burdens our souls. 
The works not completed and the gifts not shared 
haunt our lives. 
Forgive us and renew us, gracious God. 
Heal us, and make us whole. 
Heal those who need your healing touch . . .  
That you O God for the joys you share with us 
We praise your Holy name and give glory to you in Christ’s name amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
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Hymn       “He Touched Me”            UMH 367 

1. Shackled by a heavy burden,   Refrain 
neath a load of guilt and shame,   He touched me, O he touched me, 
then the hand of Jesus touched me,  and O the joy that floods my soul! 
and now I am no longer the same.  Something happened, and now I know, 

        He touched me and made me whole. 

2. Since I met this blessed Savior, 
since he cleansed and made me whole, 

I will never cease to praise him; 
I’ll shout it while eternity rolls. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Matthew 14:22-33 

22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. 

 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone, 

 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them.  

25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea.  

26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And 
they cried out in fear.  

27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  

28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”  

29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus.  

30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 
“Lord, save me!”  

31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?”  

32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  

33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon                  “Walking on Water”    Rev. Dr. David Highfield 
 

• Jesus directed the disciples to get into a boat and go to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (verse 22). This 
is important to the setting of the story because it means that the disciples were alone, without Jesus, who had 
gone off to pray.  
• While Jesus and the disciples were separated, a significant storm arose, “Very early in the morning,” likely 
before dawn. The disciples had moved from a big day with the crowds (the Feeding of the Five Thousand) 
directly to the boat and the storm.  Not only have they been awake many hours, but also it is exhausting work 
to keep a small boat bailed and on course in the middle of the sea – during a storm.   
• When Jesus walked out on the water to meet them (v. 25), they were frightened. The storm had them on 
edge and now, still in the dark, their first impulse was to say that they had seen a ghost. (v. 26)  
• Once Jesus had identified himself, Peter stepped out to join Jesus on the water. It began well, but once he 
noticed the strong wind (v. 30), Peter sank. In verse 31, Jesus reached out his hand and caught him.  Jesus 
then remarked on Peter’s lack of faith. 
•  As Jesus and Peter got in the boat, the storm ceased (v. 32) and the disciples worshiped Jesus as the Son 
of God in verse 33.  

Of interest is that while Mark 6:45-52 and John 6:16-21 also tell this story, Matthew is the only one to include 

the story of Peter attempting to walk on the water to meet Jesus. 

Here are some lessons that you might consider as you consider God’s word: 

1. In stormy times, this story inspires confidence in Christ as SAVIOR and as THE SON OF GOD.   

Matthew was writing at a time when Christians were being persecuted.  By the time this story was put into 

writing, Peter had most likely been killed for his faith, crucified upside down suggests tradition.  For early 

Christians who heard this story, the storm addressed issues of danger, fear and faith. Jesus appeared as the 

one who was strong to save those who called on him in faith. This passage may have brought great comfort to 

the early Christians.  While not spared suffering and death, they were confident that Christ would save them 

even if they were to die. 

Still today the story holds a promise that Jesus comes to Christians in the midst of the storm -- that the storm 

does not hold the upper hand -- that Christ is present with us in the storm and saves us from the storm. 

Are you so swamped by the circumstances of your life that you can't breathe? Is there a storm raging in your 

life and you feel as though you are sinking? The Pandemic, poverty, gun violence... 

Through this Bible reading, we are offered hope and encouragement. Jesus is our Savior. Maybe you’ve tried 

lots of other things to calm the storm. This story offers you Jesus.  

I’ve thought about the Food Pantry and the partnership with Shepherd's Staff at St. Paul Body of Christ. Area 

residents come with their needs and they are served. It would not be enough to simply to tell those who arrive, 

seeking assistance, that Jesus is with them. For Jesus needs to be with them through those Christian 

volunteers in ministry giving them what is needed.   

Jesus speaks to us in the tough times. “Don't be afraid. Take courage. I am here.”  Those words become real 

when people of faith represent Jesus and reach out with a helping hand.  
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The storms of life can also be a means of blessing.  When things are going badly, we’re more receptive to 

Jesus. A broken heart is often a door through which Christ can find entry. He still comes to us in right in the 

middle of our troubles, saying,   “Courage, it’s me. Don’t be afraid.” (Msg) 

2. There’s much to be said for stepping out of the boat and taking a RISK.  

 I'm wondering if Peter's leaving the boat was an act of faith or simply yet another example of his 

impulsiveness? He believed it was Jesus and when Jesus said “Come” Peter followed the command. So there 

is not a total lack of faith here! But "when he noticed the strong wind and looked down at the waves churning” 

(MSG), he became frightened. Now, it makes no sense that in the middle of a storm that he didn’t notice the 

wind and the waves until AFTER leaving the boat. But I like the RISK that Peter was taking.  

Some of our best opportunities for ministry can be lost if we hesitate before stepping out in faith. At Jesus’ 

invitation, someone in the church needs to step out of the boat, step away from the safety of the boat, and 

launch out in faith.  

In the church, that means that if you have an idea for a new ministry, step out and move forward! There is 

usually no need to meet with and get permission from several committees. Pray about God’s leading. Invite 

others to pray. Identify and gather the resources you will need. Communicate with Pastor Shari and other 

leaders. Make sure the new ministry is for the purpose of making disciples of Jesus Christ and transforming 

the world. Then do your ministry! Take the RISK. Some new ministries will fail. Others will peter out (I wonder 

if that phrase comes from this story). And some will succeed. 

Get out of the boat and walk on water! Somebody here, take a risk for ministry! Maybe it will feel something 

like the astronauts stepping out of the shuttle into space, with one astronaut once being out of contact verbally 

and visually for a period of time while he did some repair work. Get out and get going.  Be a risk taker. Jesus 

will reach out his hand and catch you if you stumble.    

Pastor Wes Seliger is an unconventional Episcopal clergyman who loves motorcycles. He tells about being in 

a motorcycle shop one day, drooling over a huge Harley and wishing that he could buy it. A salesman came 

over and began to talk about his product. He talked about speed, acceleration, excitement, the attention-

getting growl of the pipes, racing, and risk. He talked about how the good-looking girls would be attracted to 

anyone riding on such a cycle. 

 

Then he discovered that Wes was a pastor. It always happens, doesn't it? Immediately the salesman changed 

his language and even the tone of his voice. He spoke quietly and talked about good mileage and visibility. It 

was indeed a "practical" vehicle. 

Wes observed: "Lawnmower salespersons are not surprised to find pastors looking at their merchandise; 

motorcycle salespersons are. Why? Does this tell us something about pastors and about the church? 

Lawnmowers are slow, safe, sane, practical, and middle-class. Motorcycles are fast, dangerous, wild, 

thrilling." Then Pastor Wes asks a question: "Is being a Christian more like mowing a lawn or like riding a 

motorcycle? Is the Christian life safe and sound or dangerous and exciting?"  
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He concludes, "The common image of the church is pure lawnmower--slow, deliberate, and plodding. Our task 

is to take the church out on the open road, give it the gas, and see what that baby will do!" Is our congregation 

a lawn mower congregation or a MOTORCYCLE congregation? Maybe it's time we took more risks for God. 

Maybe Jesus is calling to us: Come on in, the water’s fine!” 

 

One night a house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the roof. The father stood on the ground 

below with outstretched arms, calling to his son, "Jump! I'll catch you." He knew the boy had to jump to save 

his life. All the boy could see, however, was flame, smoke, and blackness. As can be imagined, he was afraid 

to leave the roof. His father kept yelling: "Jump! I will catch you." But the boy protested, "Daddy, I can't see 

you." The father replied, "But I can see you and that's all that matters."    

Stepping out in faith. The son of God reaches out his hand to you. He knows that you’re experiencing some 

wind and waves in your life. That’s part of the human journey. Reaching out to take the outstretched hand of 

Jesus, taking a risk, or being the hand of Jesus to someone else, in faith, will help to calm the storm. All it 

takes is walking on water.   

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

DOXOLOGY       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  
Generous God, grant us life’s necessities, but not too many luxuries. Out of our abundance, 
help us share generously and freely. Out of our poverty, help us receive gracefully and freely. 
Like a mighty flame of power and hope, rush through our lives and through these gifts, that 
others may know the blessing of your healing and hope. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn      “People Need the Lord”     TFWS 2244 

1. People need the Lord,     2.  People need the Lord; 
people need the Lord;     people need the Lord; 
at the end of broken dreams,    when will we realize 
he’s the open door.      People need the Lord. 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Hope in the God of love! Live in the love of the Holy Spirit! Reclaim the joy that the Lord has given 

you! 

 

POSTLUDE                                 “When Upon Life’s Billows” (Excell)                                                                                                                          


