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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     July 4, 2021               

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         “America the Beautiful” 
                                                                                                                          
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “Christ for the World We Sing”                              UMH 568 

1. Christ for the world we sing,   2.  Christ for the world we sing, 
the world to Christ we bring,        the world to Christ we bring, 
with loving zeal; the poor,         with fervent prayer; 
and them that mourn,         the wayward and the lost, 
the faint and overborne,        by restless passions tossed, 
sin-sick and sorrow-worn,        redeemed at countless cost, 
whom Christ doth heal.         from dark despair. 

3.  Christ for the world we sing,   4.  Christ for the world we sing, 
     the world to Christ we bring,        the world to Christ we bring, 
     with one accord;          with joyful song; 
     with us the work to share,        the newborn souls, whose days, 
     with us reproach to dare,        reclaimed from error’s ways, 
     with us the cross to bear,        inspired with hope and praise, 
     for Christ our Lord.         to Christ belong. 
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Call to Worship:  (Psalm 48, Mark 6) 
Leader: Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised. 
People: Let us take off our shoes, for we are standing on holy ground. 
Leader: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
People: Let us put our trust in God, taking nothing for the journey but our faith in Christ. 
Leader: Come! Let us worship God, our guide and guardian. 
People: Let us worship the Lord.      
 
*Opening Prayer (2 Corinthians 12, Mark 6) 
Holy God, remind us again that your grace is sufficient for our needs, your power is made 
perfect in weakness; teach us to put our trust in you rather than in our own wealth and 
cleverness. As we receive your word this day, fill our hearts with joy, fill our bodies with 
strength for the journey, and fill our spirits with passion and purpose, in the name of the one 
who sent us into the world to bring your kingdom here on earth. Amen. 
 
Special Music               “Jesus, You Are My Life”   Thaddeus Franzen, soloist 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Holy Creator, we have refused to give our neighbors the honor they deserve. We have rejected 
others, as Jesus was rejected before us. Status drives. Gossip lures us. Reputations gain more 
traction than the entirety of the person in front of us. We choose chaos over kindness, and 
disconnection over spiritual bonds. May our hearts repent, returning to your voice. May our souls 
reconnect, returning to our neighbor. May our minds renew, returning to the ones you created us to 
be. May your grace abound. Wash us clean, O Lord, and may us whole in you. Fill us with the Holy 
Spirit, and empower us for ministry. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn      “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”                                     UMH 402 

1.  Lord, I want to be a Christian  2.  Lord, I want to be more loving 
in my heart, in my heart;        in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be a Christian       Lord, I want to be more loving 
in my heart. (in my heart)          in my heart. (in my heart) 
In my heart, (in my heart)          In my heart, (in my heart) 
in my heart, (in my heart)        In my heart, (in my heart) 
Lord, I want to be a Christian       Lord, I want to be a Christian 
in my heart. (in my heart)        in my heart. (in my heart) 

 

3. Lord, I want to be more holy  4.  Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart, in my heart;        in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more holy       Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart. (in my heart)        in my heart.  (in my heart) 

In my heart, (in my heart)        In my heart, (in my heart)    
in my heart, (in my heart)          In my heart, (in my heart) 
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Lord, I want to be more holy       Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart. (in my heart)         in my heart.  (in my heart) 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 6:1-13 

6He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.  

2On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. 
They said, “Where did this man get all this?  

What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands!  

3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, 
and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.  

4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among 
their own kin, and in their own house.”  

5And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and 
cured them.  

6And he was amazed at their unbelief.  

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to send them out 
two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 

 8He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their 
belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.  

10He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place.  

11If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that 
is on your feet as a testimony against them.”  

12So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent.  

13They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon      “Following in His Footsteps”       Pastor Shari McCourt 

The previous pericope in the Book of Mark, are stories of Jesus’ successes in his ministry. 

Jesus had cast out evil spirits, and gave new life to those without hope. He had healed the daughter 

of Jairus. Jairus was a synagogue official, who knelt down before Jesus in a group of people, and 
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begged for Jesus to heal his daughter. This young girl, lacking of any hope of a normal life, was 

totally restored to health by her faith in Jesus. The hemorrhaging woman, had suffered for twelve 

years, and exhausted all of her financial resources. She too, was healed by her faith in Jesus. 

Although the faith in Jesus, for many people, came after seeing or experiencing a miracle, he was 

gaining popularity, new believers, and followers. 

Today’s story begins with Jesus, and the disciples traveling from the east coast line of the 

Galilean Sea, further east by foot to Jesus’ home town. They arrived in Nazareth on the Sabbath. 

Nazareth may have been Jesus home town, but without warning, he walked right into the synagogue, 

and began teaching. Scripture said that ‘people were astounded! Jesus teaching was so real, and yet 

so radical. His teaching was liberating, hopeful, and also “inclusive”, during a time that “inclusivity” 

would have been even more shocking than if he were preaching today. The people responded by 

saying, “Where did this man get all of this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What 

deeds of power are being done by his hands?” The news of the healing stories from the last few 

weeks must have traveled to these people.  

It is difficult for people to believe that when someone is all grown up, and comes back to town, 

how much they are like the person that they knew, and how much different they seem. These people 

were much like us, and they asked the questions that we might ask. They were trying to figure out if 

this was the same person. They asked, “Is this not the carpenter, the son of Mary and the brother of 

James, Joses, Judas and Simon? Aren’t those his sisters?” We can imagine the crowd looking 

around at each other as they put the pieces together to discover, that this is one of their sons. They 

took offense and the words of wisdom Jesus taught. This story depicts human nature so very clearly. 

God often provides the gifts, talent, wisdom, and courage for a community to reach out, and do 

whatever God calls them to do. And, what happens, we find it hard to believe. What is right before our 

eyes is so hard to believe, what God has provided the whole time. Our concept of what things are to 

look like, and God’s concept are often different. 

As we have returned to in-person worship, and the work of the church, we will be looking to 

rebuild our committees, and overall ministries. We may look at each other, and shake our heads in 

disbelief at what God has already given us, right here in this place. This will be an exciting time in our 

church as we prayerfully discern how God would have us to go forth. Some ministries will come back 

refreshed, and renewed, and there will be new ministries that we are called to serve. 

We will need to be prayerful in all things, as Jesus example in this story, and open to the 

Spirit’s guidance. We often get so accustomed to what we have done in the past that we do not 

always acknowledge the gifts that the Lord is giving us to do new things.  

This was the case with those in Jesus’ hometown. I read this little proverb a few years ago: 

“People who complain the most usually expect the most praise for what they do, and praise others 

very little.” This crowd is not unlike any crowd in any community. They did not honor what God had 

put in front of them. Jesus was not honored as the home town prophet. They complained about him. 

Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their own hometown, and among 

their kin, and in their own house.” This is something for us all to think about as the Lord calls us in 

new ways. 
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Due to the people’s unbelief, Jesus could do no miracles except to lay hands on a few of the 

sick. Unbelief kept them from healing, and experiencing the wholeness that comes from God through 

Jesus. So, Jesus and the disciples left Nazareth and walked back to the villages surrounding the 

Galilean Sea. Jesus traveled through the area teaching, and showing the people the way of new life 

through Him. 

As Jesus moved on to the next mission field, he looked for ways to spread the good news of 

hope, love, peace, and joy in his Father. He sent his disciples out into ministry two by two. The 

disciples were given all authority over the evil spirits.  They were sent into the world as a field of 

mission, and an extension of Jesus mission and ministry to the world. He instructed them to take 

nothing with them except a staff, and sandals. There is a lot of biblical scholar controversy regarding 

“the staff.” One of the reasons given is to distinguish Jesus’ disciples from other such wandering 

preachers. Other scholars give meaning to the staff as doing the work of the Shepherd which lends 

itself to the work of Christ’s mission into the world. 

They were not to take money, bread, or bag, and trust the Lord to provide for them. He also 

instructed them, “Wherever you enter a house stay there until you leave the place.  If any place will 

not welcome you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.  

The shaking the dust off the feet applies to us all. We are called to love as God loves. This passage 

applies to all of us, as we are called to go forth, and proclaim our witness to the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. Our families, and those closest to us will not always treat us with honor. If Jesus did not 

receive the fanfare he deserved, then we also should not expect hospitality, and a welcome 

reception. Jesus’ instruction to shake the dust off of your sandals is wisdom. This is pure and simple 

wisdom! We are instructed to not hold on the hard feelings, disappointment, or cause a fuss when we 

are not received as per Christ’s will for us, and them. We are to continue to go forth according to His 

will, shaking the dust off of our sandals, and continue to minister to a world in need of salvation. We 

are to keep the faith, and share the faith. 

Let go of what does not serve you, and does not help you to serve the Lord.  Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

OFFERTORY                   
 

      DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  (2 Samuel 5, Mark 6) 
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Loving Christ, you have given us the full measure of your wisdom, power, and call to ministry; 
you have been our shepherd and guided us to safe pastures and green fields. Receive our 
love and commitment in this morning’s offering. Use our gifts, that the world may know the 
blessings of the living God. Amen.  
       
 

 

Closing Hymn    “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”                          UMH 584 

 

1. Lord, you give the great commission:  Refrain 

“Heal the sick and preach the word.”            With the Spirit’s gift empower us 

Lest the church neglect its mission,  for the work of ministry. 

and the gospel go unheard, 

help us witness to your purpose 

with renewed integrity. 

 

2.   Lord, you call us to your service:   3.  Lord, you make the common holy: 
     “In my name baptize and teach.”        “This is my body, this is my blood.” 

That the world may trust your promise,       Let us all, for earth’s true glory, 
life abundant meant for each,        daily life lift heavenward, 
give us all new fervor, draw us        asking that the world around us 
closer in community.         Share your children’s liberty. 
Refrain           Refrain 
 
 
 

 

     4. Lord, you show us love’s true measure:  5.  Lord, you bless with words assuring: 

        “Father, what they do, forgive.”        “I am with you to the end.” 

        Yet we hoard as private treasure        Faith and hope and love restoring, 

        all that you so freely give.         May we serve as you intend 

        May your care and mercy lead us        and, amid the cares that claim us, 

        to a just society.          Hold in mind eternity. 

        Refrain            Refrain 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

As we go forth into this next week, let us remember that the Lord guides our path. It is the Lord who 

strengthens us and grants us His peace. 

 

POSTLUDE                            “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”                                                                                                                               

 

 

 
 


