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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
July 25, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME     
 
PRELUDE                   “Jesus Loves Me”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
Opening Hymn     “To God Be the Glory”     UMH 98 

1. To God be the glory,    Refrain 
great things he hath done!    Praise the Lord praise the Lord, 
So loved he the world    let the earth hear his voice! 
that he gave us his Son,    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
who yielded his life     let the people rejoice! 
an atonement for sin,    O come to the Father 
and opened the lifegate    through Jesus the Son, 
that all may go in.     and give him the glory, 
       great things he hath done! 

2. O perfect redemption,    3.  Great things he hath taught us, 
the purchase of blood,    great things he hath done, 
to every believer               and great our rejoicing 
the promise of God;     through Jesus the Son; 
the vilest offender     but purer, and higher, 
who truly believes,     and greater will be, 
that moment from Jesus    our wonder, our transport 
a pardon receives.     When Jesus we see. 
Refrain      Refrain 
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Call to Worship:  (Psalm 14) 
Leader: Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” 
People: Too often we have been fools in word or deed. 
Leader: Still, the Lord looks from heaven for those who seek God. 
People: May we be found among the company of the righteous! 
Leader: Deliver us from evil, O God. Restore your people’s fortunes. 
People: Lord, only in you can we find refuge. Amen.   
 
Opening Prayer (Ephesians 3) 
Holy One, we bow our hearts before you this day. Strengthen us in our innermost being and 
dwell in our hearts through faith. May we be rooted and grounded in Christ, whose love is 
beyond all knowledge. 
Help us comprehend even the smallest part of the beautiful mystery of your grace. Grant that 
we may experience the fullness of your presence with us. Amen. 
 
Special Music 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious Lord, we come today wishing that things could be as they used to be, or as we want them 
to be. Remove from us the desire for our own will, and free us to desire your will. Grant those in 
leadership all over the world that they too will desire to lead according to your ways. We ask that 
your peace that passes all understanding will cover the earth, and all its inhabitants. Please heal all 
who are ill, comfort oppressed, and those experiencing injustice. Make us whole through your Son, 
Jesus who taught his disciples to pray saying… 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

Hymn                   “Jesus Lover of My Soul”                       UMH 479 

1. Jesus, lover of my soul,   2.  Other refuge have I none, 
let me to thy bosom fly,        hangs my helpless soul on thee; 
while the nearer waters roll,       leave, ah! Leave me not alone, 
while the tempest still is high.       Still support and comfort me. 
Hide me, O my Savior, hide,       All my trust on thee is stayed, 
till the storm of life is past;        all my help from thee I bring; 
safe into the haven guide;        cover my defenseless head 
O receive my soul at last.        With the shadow of thy wing. 

 

3. Thou, O Christ, art all I want,  4.  Plenteous grace with thee is found, 
     more than all in thee I find;       grace to cover all my sin; 
     raise the fallen, cheer the faint,       let the healing streams abound 
     heal the sick, and lead the blind.       make and keep me pure within. 

Just and holy is thy name,       Thou of life the fountain art, 
     I am all unrighteousness;        freely let me take of thee; 
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     false and full of sin I am;        spring thou up within my heart; 
     thou art full of truth and grace.       rise to all eternity. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers and all 
Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at 
Jerusalem. It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about 
on the roof of the king’s house that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very 
beautiful. David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is Bathsheba 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” So David sent messengers to get her, and she came 
to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her 
house. The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.”  

So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. When Uriah 
came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was going. Then David 
said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah went out of the king’s house, and 
there followed him a present from the king. But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all 
the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. When they told David, “Uriah did not go 
down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You have just come from a journey. Why did you not go 
down to your house?” Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my 
lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to 
eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a thing.” 
Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah 
remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, David invited him to eat and drink in his presence 
and made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, 
but he did not go down to his house.  

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In the letter he wrote, 
“Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he may be 
struck down and die.”  

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 3:14-21 

 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,* 15from whom every family* in heaven and on 
earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the 
power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and 
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God.  

20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all 
we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  

Gospel Lesson: John 6:1-21 
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After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large 
crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up 
the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 
near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are 
we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was 
going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them 
to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here 
who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, 
“Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, 
about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 
them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, 
he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they 
gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they 
filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is 
indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”  

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he 
withdrew again to the mountain by himself. When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 
got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet 
come to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed 
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they 
were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the 
boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: “Illusions”              Pastor Shari McCourt 

Today’s text from John is much more than a biblical bedtime story. Sometimes we are lulled 

into the illusion that this story is about the physical aspects of the story but there is so much more . . . 

This story is the only miracle story told in all 4 gospels. 

Jesus and the disciples went to the other side of the Galilean Sea to a place called Tiberius. 

Remember how they had been traveling from place to place healing the sick, and teaching the hope 

that only comes from Christ. Large crowds followed them.  The stories of the healings had traveled by 

word of mouth ahead of them.  People were everywhere. This story is the traditional feeding of the 

5000 but what is important to understand in order for the miracle to be miraculous is that the 5000 

only counted the men. When we envision all of the women, and children in this group, the 5000 has 

multiplied several times. 

Jesus went up the side of a mountain with the disciples and they are looking at the people 

gathering. It is interesting that Jesus turned Philip and asked him, “Where are we going to buy 

enough food to feed all of these people?” The text tells us that Jesus was testing Philip, because he 

knew what he was going to do. So, was Jesus messing with Philip, like guys do, or was he trying to 

tip his hand, so that Philip and the disciples would look more closely at what was happening in the 

bigger picture? Philip answered Jesus by telling him that it would take more than month’s wages to 

feed all of the people gathered for this one meal. There was no Mc Donald’s on the corner to feed 
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these people, so not only not enough money to feed them, but also no 7 Eleven, or grocery store to 

buy food. Andrew said, “Hey here is a boy with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish.  But how far is that going 

to go among so many?” Jesus asked to have the people sit down in the grass. He took the 5 loaves 

and 2 fish and gave thanks to God for the meal that they were about to receive.  The men were sent 

out to feed the 5000 plus.  The crowd was instructed to take as much as they wanted. 

We get hung up, looking at only what was seen in the physical meal, which in many ways is an 

illusion of what was happening on a spiritual level. These people came from different backgrounds. 

Most of them would never have eaten anything together for any reason. Some of them did not like 

one another because they were prejudice of each other. The cleanliness laws would have made them 

believe that they were unclean. Jewish people did not eat with gentiles. Some biblical scholars have 

suggested that perhaps they shared food to make this meal happen. I don’t know the answer to that. 

It certainly would have enhanced the miracle that much more, to think that people who would never 

eat with one another, would share food, or touch one another. But… it could have happened. 

They were all one people in need of the hope, and salvation of Jesus. This miracle is 

extraordinary in that, an ordinary boy supplied the ordinary elements for a meal that symbolized 

God’s Kingdom to come through Jesus the Christ. The elements used, the bread and fish, were what 

sustained life for them as a people. Jesus is the bread of life. Jesus sustains our life, and provides our 

lives with abundance. In this simple meal, the power of God is demonstrated through Jesus. What 

seems impossible IS possible! 

When in our lives ,we see a void, not nearly enough, no way, with Jesus not only was there 

enough but there were 12 baskets of food left over. Jesus’ power in our lives brings abundance in 

miraculous ways. With Jesus there is not just enough food, enough hope, enough peace, enough 

love but there is more than enough salvation for us all once and for all time through the gift of God’s 

son Jesus. When we all come together in the love of Christ there is nothing that is impossible! All 

things are possible in Him according to the will of God. 

This familiar story is much more than just a big picnic meal, it is a story to demonstrate what 

can happen when we truly seek to be God’s people through Jesus. When I pray, many mornings, I 

envision what the world might look like if all the people in the entire world came together to be God’s 

family. It would truly be the peace that passes all understanding. 

The second miracle in the reading from John is the miracle of Jesus walking on the water. 

Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, so he and the 

disciples high tailed it out of there. Jesus went up on the mountain again, but this time alone to pray. 

The disciples went ahead on the boat when a strong wind began to blow.  It was dark. They were out-

a-ways when they saw Jesus walking on the sea coming near the boat which terrified them. But, 

Jesus said to them, “It is I’ do not be afraid.” They wanted to take him in the boat, but the boat 

immediately reached land. Jesus came to the disciples immediately when they were afraid. He did not 

leave them to any harm. Jesus understood their apprehension, and availed himself to them. 

This second miracle is a miracle that lets both the disciples of that time and now know that 

God through Jesus has rule over the sea, and air and all the in between, what is seen and unseen. 

Jesus used the words, “It is I.”  These are the great “I Am.” words that indicate God’s presence in the 
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midst of the storms of life.  We are never alone.  God is always with God’s people. God’s transforming 

work through Jesus is always available to us if we only believe. 

Today’s message is one of great hope that we have as God’s people. Jesus’ hope, love, joy, 

peace, and grace upon grace is NO illusion!  It is what we can count on always! Extraordinary things 

can happen through us ordinary people when we seek God’s will in all that we do. Amen! 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 

OFFERTORY                   
 

      DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  
(Psalm 14, Ephesians 3, John 6) 
Gracious Lord, you have lavished upon us the riches of your glory. As Jesus fed the masses, 
providing enough for all with more than enough left over, so you have fed us and provided for 
us. You shelter us, care for us, and bring us safely to each stop on our journey. As you have 
given to us out of your abundance, 
we return our offering to you with praise and thanksgiving. In the name of the Savior, we pray. 
Amen.     
 

Closing Hymn    “My Hope Is Built”         UMH 368 

1. My hope is built    Refrain 

on nothing less    On Christ the solid rock I stand, 

than Jesus’ blood    all other ground is sinking sand; 

and righteousness.    All other ground is sinking sand. 

I dare not trust 

the sweetest frame, 

but wholly lean 

on Jesus’ name. 

 

      2. When darkness veils   3.  His oath, his covenant, 

          his lovely face,         his blood 

          I rest on his          support me in 

          unchanging grace.         the whelming flood. 

          In every high          When all around 

          and stormy gale,         my soul give way, 
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          my anchor holds         he then is all 

          within the veil.                   My hope and stay. 

          Refrain          Refrain 

  

4. When he shall come 

with trumpet sound, 

O may I then 

in him be found! 

Dressed in his 

righteousness alone, 

faultless to stand 

before the throne! 

Refrain 

 

BENEDICTION    

May you know the richness and fullness of God’s grace. 
May you experience every dimension 
of the love of Christ. 
May the Spirit dwell within you through faith. 
To the Holy One, whose power works within us 
to accomplish more than we could ask 
or imagine or comprehend, 
be glory forever and ever! Amen. 

POSTLUDE                             “Lord, Be Glorified”                                                                                                                              

                                                                     


