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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     August 1, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE    
                                                                                                                              
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn        “The Church Is One Foundation”                         UMH 546 

1. The church’s one foundation  2.  Called forth from every nation, 
is Jesus Christ our Lord;        yet one o’er all the earth; 
we are his new creation        our charter of salvation: 
by water and the Word;        one Lord, one faith, one birth. 
from heaven he came and sought us      One holy name professing 
that we might ever be        and at one table fed, 
his living servant people,        to one hope always pressing, 
by his own death set free.        By Christ’s own Spirit led. 
 

3. Though with a scornful wonder  4.  Mid toil and tribulation, 
     the world sees us oppressed,       and tumult of our war, 
     by schisms rent asunder,        we wait the consummation 
     by heresies distressed,        of peace forevermore; 

          yet saints their watch are keeping;       till with the vision glorious 
          their cry goes up, “How long?”       our longing eyes are blest, 
          But soon the night of weeping       and the great church victorious 
         shall be the morn of song.        Shall be the church at rest. 
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5. We now on earth have union 

with God the Three in One, 
and share through faith communion 

with those whose rest is won. 
Oh, happy ones, and holy! 

Lord, give us grace that we like them, 
the meek and lowly, 

on high may dwell with thee. 
 
Call to Worship:  (John 6:35) 
Leader: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.” 
People: We are hungry for the bread of heaven. 
Leader: Jesus said, “The bread of God gives life to the world.” 
People: We are hungry for eternal life. 
Leader: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
People: We are here to become what we already are: the body of Christ, food for a hungry 
world. 
 
Opening Prayer (Ephesians 4, John 6) 
God of forgiveness and new beginnings, you feed our hearts with compassion, 
and nourish our souls with the bread of heaven. As Jesus fed the hungry crowds, 
knowing that they needed both physical bread and the bread of heaven, fill us with your 
generous spirit and make us one with Christ. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
O gracious God, we pray for your holy Church universal, that you would be pleased to fill it with all 
truth, in all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is 
amiss, reform it; where it is right, establish it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, 
reunite it; for the sake of him who died and rose again, and ever lives to make intercession for us, 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn                      “One Bread, One Body”                         UMH 620 

Refrain       
One bread, one body,    1.  Gentile or Jew, 
one Lord of all,          servant of free, 
one cup of blessing          woman or man, 
which we bless.          no more. 
And we, though many         Refrain 
throughout the earth, 
we are one body 
in this one Lord. 
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2. Many the gifts,     3.  Grain of the fields, 
many the works,          scattered and grown, 
one in the Lord of all.         Gathered to one, for all. 
Refrain           Refrain 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 4:1-16 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called,  

2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,  

3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  

4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,  

5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all.  

7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

 8Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to 
his people.” 

 9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower 
parts of the earth?  

10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all 
things.)  

11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers,  

12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,  

13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to 
the measure of the full stature of Christ.  

14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by 
people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming.  

15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,  

16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as 
each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.  

Gospel Lesson: John 6:24-35 
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So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got into the 
boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.  

25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come 
here?”  

26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. 

 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son 
of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.”  

28Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?”  

29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”  

30So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe 
you? What work are you performing?  

31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.’”  

32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven.  

33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”  

34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”  

35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon            “A Life Worthy of the Calling”                          Pastor Shari McCourt 

 I was talking with a woman this summer, during her time off from her work. She shared that 
she had been busy cleaning out things, things that she had not looked at in a long time. She realized 
that at one time in her life some of these things were important to her, or helped her in some way. 
She came across a box that contained very personal items from the season of her youth, and college 
days of her life. She found an old journal from her last year in high school into her first few years of 
college. She shared how difficult it was to believe that she had kept this old journal! 

 She read into the pages of her life at that time, to rediscover some of her moments of 
challenge in her intentional attempt to lead a life worthy of Jesus calling into a new life in him. She 
told me about how she had always worked doing something.  Many times working more than one job 
at a time. In high school, she worked a job, while attending school, singing in the church choir, 
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leading in United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF), and volunteering in a variety of community 
organizations. She also had extra-curricular activities at school, and chores at home. 

She shared with me her written thoughts, from the pages of her journal, regarding how to 
balance the many responsibilities, commitments, and time pressures. One of the entries, had to do 
with missing the Bible study, she attended before moving to another state in the middle of her junior 
year in high school. The friendships built in the Bible study were very supportive, and were people 
that knew her, and her Christian character. 

In reading more, she found expressions of frustrations of the pressures in her senior year of 
high school. One day after school, and after play practice for the spring school play, she was ready to 
blow off some steam. She walked out to her car, placed her book bag in the backseat, and cranked 
up some of her favorite tunes. She listened to: KISS, Alice Cooper, Steve Miller Band, Eagles, Rolling 
Stones, Beach Boys, Elton John, and many others. There was also Christian music in her car. This 
day she fired up KISS, Destroyer album to play on her way home to change clothes, then head off to 
work. Out of seemingly nowhere, members of the school’s Christian club ran up to the car banging on 
the window, and shouting, “Stop! Stop! What are YOU doing!” She opened the window of her car, 
turned down the volume on the music, and asked, “What is the problem? Does someone need a ride 
home?” She was informed that due to her secular music choices, she was NOT acting like a 
Christian! She was informed that the “Christian Club” to which she participated, no longer found her 
worthy to attend. 

Now in the last third of her life, the woman looked back at the situation from her youth, and 
laughed. She expressed how very hurtful it was at the time to be judged so harshly, especially when 
they didn’t know her very well. They did not know that she helped those who were poor, visited those 
who were sick, worked fundraisers for mission work, and many other things. She was, and still is a 
prayer warrior, who is truly born again. 

In an instant she was judged by her peers and dismissed from the “Christian club.” 

 We do not have a Christian club here! We have a Christian family! We are all called to lead a 
life worthy of Christ’s calling of us together! Ephesians 4:2-6 says, “…with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your 
calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all 
and in all.” This text does not endorse our judgement or jealousy of one another. Judgement and 
jealousy are divisive! We are to be “One in Christ!” 

This text helps us to understand that we are to hold one another up, be supportive, and love 
one another. Ephesians continues to guide our awareness of the gifts that we are all given according 
to Christ’s gift to us.  Ephesians 4:11-13, says, “The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and knowledge 
of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.” All the gifts that have been 
given to this church are needed to make disciples for Christ. 

God has given gifts to us through the power of the Holy Spirit to use for his glory and according 
to his will. Spiritual gifts are listed throughout the Bible. The four main passages describing the 
spiritual gifts are Romans 12:6–8; 1 Corinthians 12:4–11; 1 Corinthians 12:28, and Ephesians 4:11. 
The spiritual gifts identified in Romans 12 are prophesying, serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.6%E2%80%938
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.4%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012
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leadership, and mercy. The list in 1 Corinthians 12:4–11 includes the word of wisdom, the word of 
knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in 
tongues and interpretation of tongues. The list in 1 Corinthians 12:28 includes healings, helps, 
government, diversities of tongues.  

Prophecy – The Greek word translated “prophecy” in both passages properly means “a speaking 
forth.”  
 
Serving – Also referred to as “ministering,” means service of any kind, the broad application of 
practical help to those in need.  
 
Teaching – This gift involves the analysis and proclamation of the Word of God, explaining the 
meaning, context and application to the hearer’s life. The gifted teacher is one who has the unique 
ability to clearly instruct and communicate knowledge, specifically the doctrines of the faith.  
 
Encouraging – Also called “exhortation,” this gift is evident in those who consistently call upon others 
to heed and follow God’s truth, which may involve correction or building others up by strengthening 
weak faith or comforting in trials.  
 
Giving – Gifted givers are those who joyfully share what they have with others, whether it is financial, 
material, or the giving of personal time and attention. The giver is concerned for the needs of others 
and seeks opportunities to share goods, money, and time with them as needs arise.  
 
Leadership – The gifted leader is one who rules, presides over or has the management of other 
people in the church.  
The word literally means “guide” and carries with it the idea of one who steers a ship. One with the 
gift of leadership rules with wisdom and grace and exhibits the fruit of the Spirit in his life as he/she 
leads by example.  
 
Mercy – Closely linked with the gift of encouragement, the gift of mercy is obvious in those who are 
compassionate toward others who are in distress, showing sympathy and sensitivity coupled with a 
desire and the resources to lessen their suffering in a kind and cheerful manner.  
 
Word of wisdom – The fact that this gift is described as the “word” of wisdom indicates that it is one of 
the speaking gifts. This gift describes someone who can understand and speak forth biblical truth in 
such a way as to skillfully apply it to life situations with all discernment. 
 
Word of knowledge – This is another speaking gift that involves understanding truth with an insight 
that only comes by revelation from God. Those with the gift of knowledge understand the deep things 
of God and the mysteries of His Word.  
 
Faith – All believers possess faith in some measure because it is one of the gifts of the Spirit 
bestowed on all who come to Christ in faith (Galatians 5:22-23).  
The spiritual gift of faith is exhibited by one with a strong and unshakeable confidence in God, God’s 
Word, God’s promises, and the power of prayer to effect miracles.  
 
Healing – God still uses us to aid in healing today. 
 
Distinguishing (discerning) of spirits – Certain individuals possess the unique ability to determine the 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.4%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.22-23
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true message of God from that of the evil one, whose methods include purveying deceptive and 
erroneous doctrine.  
 
Jesus said many would come in His name and would deceive many (Matthew 24:4-5), but the gift of 
discerning spirits is given to the Church to protect it from such as these.  
 
Speaking in tongues – The gift of tongues is one of the temporary “sign gifts” given to the early 
Church to enable the gospel to be preached throughout the world to all nations and in all known 
languages.  
 
It involved the divine ability to speak in languages previously unknown to the speaker.  
This gift authenticated the message of the gospel and those who preached it as coming from God.  
 
Interpretation of tongues – A person with the gift of interpreting tongues could understand what a 
tongues-speaker was saying even though he did not know the language that was being spoken.  
 
The tongues interpreter would then communicate the message of the tongues speaker to everyone 
else, so all could understand. 
 
Helps – Closely related to the gift of mercy is the gift of helps. Those with the gift of helps are those 
who can aid or render assistance to others in the church with compassion and grace.  
This has a broad range of possibilities for application.  
Most importantly, this is the unique ability to identify those who are struggling with doubt, fears, and 
other spiritual battles; to move toward those in spiritual need with a kind word, an understanding and 
compassionate demeanor; and to speak scriptural truth that is both convicting and loving. 
 

No gift is more important than another. All gifts are needed. We need to encourage one 
another to discover and use our spiritual gifts! 

 
Let us pray. 
God you know the gifts that you have given each one of us. Not all of us know what our gifts are. Help 
us to grow a desire to know our own gifts and the gifts of others so that we might re-gift them for your 
purpose and glory. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
             

      DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Offering Prayer  
Generous, merciful God, you invite us to the heavenly feast, promising to fill us with every 
good thing. Bless these ordinary gifts of bread and fruit of the vine, 
that we may be kneaded and pressed into one holy, living body, in the name of Christ, who 
lived and died and rose again. Amen. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2024.4-5
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Closing Hymn     “Here I Am Lord”                                            UHM 593 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky,   Refrain 
I have heard my people cry.   Here I am, Lord, 
All who dwell in dark and sin    Is it I, Lord? 
my hand will save.     I have heard you 
I who made the stars of night,   calling in the night. 
I will make their     I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
darkness bright.     I will hold 
Who will bear my light to them?   Your people in my heart. 
Whom shall I send? 
 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain,   3.  I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I have borne my people’s pain.   I will tend the poor and lame, 
I have wept for love of them.   I will set a feast for them. 
They turn away.     My hand will save. 
I will break their hearts of stone,   Finest bread I will provide 
give them hearts for love alone.   Till their hearts are satisfied. 
I will speak my word to them.   I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send?     Whom shall I send? 
Refrain      Refrain 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Go into the world with all humility, gentleness, and patience, 
bearing with one another in love, in the unity of 
the Spirit, the bond of peace, and the name of Jesus, who 
is the Bread of Life. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                           

 

 
 


