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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
August 15, 2021             

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE     
                                                                                                                             
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn     ”Be Thou My Vision”    UMH 451  

1. Be thou my vision,    2.  Be thou my wisdom, 
O Lord of my heart;     and thou my true word; 
naught be all else to me,    I ever with thee 
save that thou art.     And thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my best thought,    thou and thou only, 
by day or by night,     first in my heart, 
waking or sleeping,     great God of heaven, 
thy presence my light.    My treasure thou art. 

 
3. Great God of heaven, 

my victory won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys, 

O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, 

whatever befall, 
still be my vision, 

O Ruler of all. 
 
Call to Worship:  (Psalm 111, Ephesians 5) 
Leader: Great are God’s works! 
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People: Holy and awesome is God’s name! 
Leader; Sing songs of praise to God. 
People: Make melody to the Lord. 
Leader; At all times give thanks. 
People: For all things give thanks. 
Leader: God is faithful. 
People: Praise the Lord!  
  
Opening Prayer (1 Kings 2, Ephesians 5) 
God of wisdom, open our hearts to your call. Give us understanding minds, that we may know 
your will. Give us discerning minds, that we may see your truth and walk in paths of 
righteousness. Teach us to use our time wisely, that we may make good use of your gifts. 
Give us joyful hearts, that we may sing and rejoice in your love. Fill us with your Spirit, 
that we may walk in wisdom all our days. Amen. 

 
Special Music 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  
Dear God, 

We come to worship you and to give you thanks for your presence in our lives . ..  

We ask for your healing for those whose names are on our hearts. 

We come to you today seeking to learn more about the gift of discernment.   

We are willing to be cleansed by your Holy Spirit, take away the sin from our lives.  
We are willing to be at peace. 
We are willing to look at all things through eyes of love. 
We are willing to be everything we can be. 
We are willing to be healed. 
We are willing to serve. 
We are willing to release the past. 
We are willing to live full-out. 
We are willing to surrender our ego. 
We are willing to be illumined. 
We are willing to represent Your love. 
We are willing to forgive ourselves and all others. 
We are willing to share our abundance 
We are willing to love. 
We are willing to be all that you have made us to be. 
Use us, Holy Spirit. 
We are willing. 
Thank You. 
Amen 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                         
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 



3 
 

 
Hymn      “Spirit of God Descend Upon My Heart”            UMH 500 

1. Spirit of God,     2.  I ask no dream, 
descend upon my heart;    no prophet ecstasies, 
wean it from earth; through    no sudden rending 
all its pulses move;     of the veil of clay, 
stoop to my weakness,    no angel visitant, 
mighty as thou art,     no opening skies; 
and make me love thee    but take the dimness 
as I ought to love.     Of my soul away. 
 

3. Hast thou not bid me    4.  Teach me to feel that 
love thee, God and King?    Thou art always nigh; 
All, all thine own, soul,    teach me the struggles 
heart and strength and mind.   Of the soul to bear. 
I see thy cross; there    To check the rising 
teach my heart to cling.    Doubt, the rebel sigh, 
O let me seek thee,     teach me the patience 
and O let me find!     Of unanswered prayer. 
 

5. Teach me to love thee 
as thine angels love, 

one holy passion 
filling all my frame; 
the kindling of the 

heaven-descended Dove, 
my heart an altar, 

and thy love the flame. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: 1Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 

 Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. 11The time that David 
reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned for seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three years in 
Jerusalem. 12So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly 
established.  

3 Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and offered 
incense at the high places. 4The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal high 
place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt-offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the Lord appeared 
to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should give you.’ 6And Solomon said, ‘You 
have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you 
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him 
this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O Lord 
my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little 
child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom 
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you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your 
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and 
evil; for who can govern this your great people?’  

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, 
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a 
wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall 
compare with you. 14If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your 
father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.’  

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 5:15-20 

5Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the time, 
because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18Do not 
get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 
20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: “Spiritual Guidance-Available to All”  Pastor Shari McCourt 

The last few weeks we have talked about our spiritual gifts, what some of them mean, and 

guidelines for our new life in Christ. Today, our focus is on the spiritual gift of guidance. Every one of 

us has this spiritual gift. Some of us listen better than others, but we all have this gift. Some of us 

have a stronger desire to use this gift, more than others. Those of us that lack desire can always ask 

for it, and it will be given. That is the key!  Desire! 

Today’s Hebrew scripture reading from 1 Kings has an example of the desire for spiritual 

guidance. King David died, and was buried in the City of David. He had reigned over 40 years. His 

son Solomon, had just married a woman who was the daughter from the Pharaoh of Egypt. Politically 

this was a good match. Solomon like his dad loved the Lord. The story begins with Solomon making 

sacrifices to the Lord. During the time of prayer, meditation, and making sacrifices, about 1000, to the 

Lord. 1 Kings 3:4-6, says, “The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream. God said to him, ‘Ask, what 

should I give you.’ Solomon answered, ‘You have shown great, and steadfast love to your servant, 

my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 

of heart toward you; and you kept for him this great and steadfast love and gave him a son to sit on 

the throne today.” Solomon was declaring back to God that he recognized that God kept God’s 

promises. God’s word was good. 

1 Kings 3:7, he continued by saying, “And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant 

king the place of my father David, although I am only a child; I do not know how to go out or come in.” 

This must have been an overwhelming moment for Solomon. His father had died and he was made 

king. He knew how to be a servant, and in particular a servant of God, but he did not assume to know 

how to be a king. Solomon asked for spiritual discernment to be a better person, and to be a better 



5 
 

king. He wanted to know the difference between good, and evil; and he want to understand them 

better, and what was best for them according to God’s will. It always amazes me that Solomon asked 

for these things. We might expect him to be a brat.  He was raised in the palace.  Instead, he was a 

person would was seeking God’s will, not only for himself, but for the people that God had placed in 

charge.  

This is a story that helps us to see that we are not just to be good for what reward we might get 

out of life in the end, but we are to be good for God, and others. It is a story of serving God. God was 

pleased that Solomon had put God’s will, and others, before material things, or the desire of revenge 

over his enemies that God gave him a wise, and discerning mind. Because Solomon’s heart, and 

head were in the right place, God trusted Solomon with riches, respect, and a long life. All God ask 

was that Solomon would walk in the way that leads to life, keep God’s statues and commandments. 

These are words of wisdom for us as well. 

The Book of Ephesians talks about living our lives as wise people, and using our time wisely. 

Above all, wisdom is to seek the will of the Lord as Solomon did. Scripture instructs us to not get 

drunk, but instead fill yourself with the Spirit of the Lord. 

I was talking to this man in the hospital one day, who was recovering from alcohol poisoning, 

and many other things that he had done to himself. He was sharing with me a confession of the great 

guilt that he had. He quoted from this scripture. He told me a story of how he had an alcohol problem 

when he was young. Then he met a beautiful woman and quit drinking, which sounded like a country 

western song to me, and lived a good life. He said that life was not perfect, but was the best he could 

ever have imagined until she died. He said that God had sent her to save him from himself. When she 

died, he no longer felt filled with the Holy Spirit. He expressed feeling as though he also lost the love 

from God, and this woman. The night he got himself into trouble, he was trying to remember this 

scripture from Ephesians, but the drunker he got, the dumber he got, until all his wisdom was 

drowned. Ephesians 5:18-20 says, “…but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving 

thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” There 

are times in our lives that we may struggle giving thanks and praise to God, and yet those times are 

the very times that we need the gift of spiritual guidance. God always knows what is best. God knows 

the big picture that we cannot see. 

 I was talking to another man who was thinking back on how many people in his family had 

passed in the last seven years. He lost both of his parents, his wife, a cousin, and his brother, who 

was his best friend. I asked him what was moving him from one day into the next day. He was quiet 

for a while. Then he shared. Many days he awakened feeling alone.  He found that his best bet was 

to walk outside of his house, no matter what the weather was doing, and watch the beauty of nature 

that surrounded him. He heard birds singing, animals in his yard, and the weather became a familiar 

character in his life. After a time, his familiar voice of thought in his own head, became quiet. He 

began to hear the Spirit of Wisdom. He shared that this Spirit of Wisdom knows best, and he has 

learned to trust it. That Spirit has been guiding him through his days, into a fullness of life that he had 

never known before this time. This Spirit helped him to sing praises for the wisdom that he claimed 

that he may never understand. Let us also be open to the gift of spiritual guidance. Amen. 
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OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD       

OFFERTORY                   
 

      DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Offering Prayer (Psalm 111) 
Wise and loving God, you have given us a heritage of faith, you show us the ways of wisdom 
that lead to life and peace. We are rich in your blessings. With grateful hearts, we offer you our 
gifts, that they may enable your work of justice and mercy; we offer you our very selves, that 
we may walk in your ways of understanding and wisdom. Amen.     
    
Closing Hymn     “Great Is the Lord”      TFWS 2022 

Refrain 

Great is the Lord,     1, Great is the Lord 
he is holy and just;     and worthy of glory! 
by his power we trust    Great is the Lord 
in his love.      And worthy of praise. 
Great is the Lord,     Great is the Lord; 
he is faithful and true;    now lift up your voice, 
by his mercy he proves    now lift up your voice: 
he is love.      Great is the Lord!  Great is the Lord! 

       Refrain 

2. Great is the Lord 
and worthy of glory! 

Great is the Lord 
and worthy of praise. 

Great is the Lord; 
now lift up your voice, 
now lift up your voice: 

Great is the Lord! 
Great is the Lord! 

Refrain 
BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

The God of steadfast love blesses you. 
Jesus, the living bread, feeds you. 
The Spirit of wisdom guides you. 
Go forth with delight to walk in God’s ways, 
rejoicing in God’s faithfulness. 

POSTLUDE                             


