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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     September 12, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE    
                                                                                                                              
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “I Will Call Upon the Lord”    TFWS 2002 

Part 1 (melody)     Part 1 
I will call upon the Lord    So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
Part 2 (echo)     Part 2 
I will call upon the Lord    So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
Part 1       All 
who is worthy to be praised.    I will call upon the Lord. 
 Part 2 
who is worthy to be praised. 
 

Refrain 
The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock; 
and let the God of my salvation be exalted. 
The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock; 
and let the God of my salvation be exalted. 

 

Call to Worship:  (Proverbs 1, Mark 8) 
Leader: Wisdom cries out in the streets. 
People: We hear and struggle to understand. 
Leader: Come and listen to the words of life and love. 
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People: We hear and proclaim our faith in the one who brings life. 
Leader: Let us worship the God of life and wisdom whose words guide our life on the right paths. 
     
Opening Prayer (Proverbs 1, Psalm 19, James 3, Mark 8) 
Loving and caring God, we come this morning seeking wisdom and guidance for our lives. 
Open us to your words of life and love and truth. May we proclaim with our tongues what we 
know in our hearts. In this time of worship, help us more fully understand what it means to 
truly be a disciple, a follower of the way of Jesus, a follower of the path of wisdom. May the 
words of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable to you, our rock and our 
redeemer. Amen. 

 
Special Music 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Wise and loving God, every experience tells us about your love. When our minds are full of noise 
and clatter, your peace is just a breath away. When we are weary and bored, the wonders of your 
creation—from the landscapes and living things , to clouds and stars—invite us to fall silent with 
awe. So many times you call, and we refuse to listen. So many time you reach out, and we ignore 
you. So many times doing the right thing requires sacrifice and suffering, and we choose safety and 
comfort instead. So many times we set our minds on human things, and forget to dwell on divine 
things. May this time together open our hearts to your call—a call that draws us into life. Empower 
us with your grace, that we may detect our errors and heed your counsel. Forgive us, and heal us, 
Holy One. We pray all of this in Jesus name. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn       “Take Up Thy Cross”    UMH 415 

1. “Take up thy cross,” the Savior said,  2.  Take up thy cross, let not its weight 
“if thou wouldst my disciple be;                  fill thy weak spirit with alarm; 
deny thyself, the world forsake,        his strength shall bear thy spirit up, 
and humbly follow after me.”        An brace thy heart and nerve thine arm. 
 

3. Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame,  4.  Take up thy cross and follow Christ, 
nor let thy foolish pride rebel;        nor think till death to lay it down; 
thy Lord for thee the cross endured,       for only those who bear the cross 
to save thy soul from death and hell.       May hope to wear the glorious crown. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Scripture Readings 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Proverbs 1:20-33 

20 Wisdom cries out in the street; 
   in the squares she raises her voice.  
21 At the busiest corner she cries out; 
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   at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:  
22 ‘How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? 
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 
   and fools hate knowledge?  
23 Give heed to my reproof; 
I will pour out my thoughts to you; 
   I will make my words known to you.  
24 Because I have called and you refused, 
   have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,  
25 and because you have ignored all my counsel 
   and would have none of my reproof,  
26 I also will laugh at your calamity; 
   I will mock when panic strikes you,  
27 when panic strikes you like a storm, 
   and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, 
   when distress and anguish come upon you.  
28 Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; 
   they will seek me diligently, but will not find me.  
29 Because they hated knowledge 
   and did not choose the fear of the Lord,  
30 would have none of my counsel, 
   and despised all my reproof,  
31 therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way 
   and be sated with their own devices.  
32 For waywardness kills the simple, 
   and the complacency of fools destroys them;  
33 but those who listen to me will be secure 
   and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.’ 

Psalter Reading: Psalm 19         UMH 750-751 

Response:  Hear the commandments of life; give ear, and learn wisdom. 

ONE:  1  The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 

ALL:  2  Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 

ONE:  3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 

ALL:  4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

ONE:  In them God has set a tent for the sun, 5  which comes forth like a bridegroom leaving his 

chamber, and runs its course with joy like a strong man. 

ALL:  6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and there is 

nothing hid from its heat.     

Response:  Hear the commandments of life; give ear, and learn wisdom. 

ONE:  7  The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 

  ALL:   the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 
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ONE:  8  the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 

 ALL:   the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; 

ONE:  9  the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever; 

  ALL:  the ordinances of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 

ONE:  10  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 

 ALL:  sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.       

Response:  Hear the commandments of life; give ear, and learn wisdom. 

ONE:  11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

ALL:  12 But who can understand one’s own errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 

ONE:  13  Also keep your servant from the insolent; let then not have dominion over me! 

 ALL:  Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 

ALL:  14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.   

Response:  Hear the commandments of life; give ear, and learn wisdom. 

Epistle Lesson: James 3:1-12 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach 
will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no 
mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into 
the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though 
they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is 
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of 
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, 
can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue—a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those 
who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers 
and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and 
brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more 
can salt water yield fresh. 

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon                    “Living a Teaching Life”   Pastor Shari McCourt 

Today we continue with God’s wisdom for challenging times. The text from James begins with 
the warning of teaching. So, that lets many of us off the hook because we are not professional 
teachers, we might think.  
We are all called to be teachers of the faith by the way that we live our lives. 
 
Many of us have heard the old adages: 

1. “Teaching is the greatest act of optimism” by Colleen Wilcox 
 

2. “Unless we do his teachings then we do not demonstrate faith in him.” Ezra Taft 
 

3. “Teaching is reminding others that they know just as well as you. You are all learners, 
doers, and teachers.” Richard Bach 

 

 
4. “Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.” Benjamin 

Franklin 
 

5. “Kids don’t remember what you try to teach them. They remember what you are.” Jim 
Henson 

Our very lives are teaching. 
 
 A few weeks ago I was talking to my mother about her parents, and what I learned from them.  
She laughed, and agreed that as she thinks back on some of the rich family stories, she is still 
learning from them. Teaching applies to all of us in one form, or another because, we don’t know who 
may be watching how we live, or listening to what we say when we think we are not over heard. Our 
example could always be a teaching moment. The way in which we live our lives could be an 
example to many people over time. 
 

Those of us who are called to be teachers understand through experience, that the witness of 
our lives causes us to be judged with greater strictness. Teacher- could be interpreted as supervisor, 
boss, parent, husband, wife or guardian. Most of fall into the category of teaching in one way or 
another, not as school teachers, but as teachers of the faith. 
 

Our wisdom text for today revisits teachings regarding the use of the small organ inside of our 
mouths. What we say and how we say things can build up, or just as easily tear down. During 
challenging times, or anytime that the misuse of the tongue, or words that flow from it are a challenge. 
The wisdom to control the tongue is prudent. It could help you from losing a job, a mate, or a situation 
that aids your existence. James warns against the wickedness of the tongue or speech. This has to 
do with what we say. 
How many of us have ever wished that we had not said something that we said? Today not only do 
we use words, but we also use email, text, instant messaging, Instagram, and tweeting. 
 

Speech is also an issue by what we do not say. When a person talks down another person, in 
a slanderous way, and we do not confront the slander on behalf of our brother, or sister, then we 
condone what was said. What we do not address, we condone. 
 

There are times in a faith community that the community must address issues, in order to look 
for solutions, but those issues must always be confronted according to God’s will, and in Christian 
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love. It is the intension of how we live our lives, bears witness to our Christian discipleship. It is true 
that it is our same mouth that blesses our God, and kissed our mothers, may also cures our brothers, 
and sisters. We need to think before we allow the fire of our heart to control the speed of our tongue. 
 

Several years ago, a preacher from out-of-state accepted a call to a church in Houston, Texas. 
Some weeks after he arrived, he had an occasion to ride the bus from his home to the downtown 
area. When he sat down, he discovered that the driver had accidentally given him a quarter too much 
change. As he considered what to do, he thought to himself, “You'd better give the quarter back. It 
would be wrong to keep it.' Then he thought, 'Oh, forget it, it's only a quarter. Who would worry about 
this little amount? Anyway, the bus company gets too much fare; they will never miss it. Accept it as a 
'gift from God' and keep quiet.” When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the door, and then he 
handed the quarter to the driver and said, “Here, you gave me too much change.”  The driver, with a 
smile, replied, “Aren't you the new preacher in town?” “Yes” he replied. “Well, I have been thinking a 
lot lately about going somewhere to worship. I just wanted to see what you would do if I gave you too 
much change. I'll see you at church on Sunday.” When the preacher stepped off the bus, he literally 
grabbed the nearest light pole, held on, and said, 'Oh God, I almost sold your Son for a quarter.' Our 
lives are the only Bible some people will ever read. This is a really scary example of how much 
people watch us as Christians, and will put us to the test! 
 
  Always be on guard -- and remember --  
You carry the name of Christ on your shoulders when you call yourself ’Christian’. As Christian, we 
are called to live lives that give glory to God in all things. 
We never know who the Lord has put in our path to observe us, living the Holy words of the Lord in 
our lives. May our lives truly give glory to God, so that we do not sell our brothers and sister’s souls 
for 25 cents. Amen. 
 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 

      DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  
Glorious God, your teachings are more to be desired than fine gold and precious silver; your 
blessings are more to be south than all the jewels of the earth. May these gifts we bring before you 
today share your blessings with those in need. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Closing Hymn    “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”   TFWS 2129 

1. I have decided to follow Jesus,  2.  The world behind me, the cross before me, 
I have decided to follow Jesus,       the world behind me, the cross before me, 
I have decided to follow Jesus       the world behind me, the cross before me, 
no turning back, no turning back.       No turning back, no turning back. 
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3. Though none go with me, still I will follow, 
 though none go with me, still I will follow, 
though none go with me, still I will follow 

no turning back, no turning back. 
 

BENEDICTION          

As we go forth, may the words of our mouths be acceptable and true. May the meditations of our 

hearts be loving and pure. As we go into the world, may the actions of our lives be compassionate 

and just. May the stirrings of our hearts be guided by God’s grace and wisdom. Amen.                                                                                                                   

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 
 


