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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     September 26, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE       
                                                                                                                           
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn     “Lift Every Voice and Sing”    UMH 519 

1. Lift every voice and sing,    2.  Stony the road we trod, 
till earth and heaven ring,         bitter the chastening rod, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty;        felt in the days when  
let our rejoicing rise          hope unborn has died; 
high as the listening skies,         yet with a steady beat, 
let it resound           have not our weary feet 
loud as the rolling sea.         Come to the place for which  
Sing a song full of the faith         our fathers sighed? 
that the dark past has taught us;        We have come over a way 
sing a song full of the hope         that with tears has been watered; 
that the present has brought us;        we have come, treading our path 
facing the rising sun          thru the blood of the slaughtered, 
of our new day begun,         out from the gloomy past 
let us march on till victory is won.        Till now we stand at last 
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   where the white gleam 
    of our bright star is cast. 

 
3. God of our weary years, 

God of our silent tears, 
thou who hast brought us 

thus far on the way; 
thou who hast by thy might 

led us into the light, 
keep us forever 

in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the 

places, our God, 
where we met thee; 

lest our hearts drunk with the wine  
of the world, we forget thee; 
shadowed beneath thy hand, 

may we forever stand, 
true to our God, 

true to our native land. 
 
 
Call to Worship:  (Psalm 124, James 5) 

Leader: If it had not been God who was on our side, 
People: the troubles of our world would have swallowed us whole. 
Leader: If it had not been God who was on our side, 
People: the sorrows of our times would have swept us away. 
Leader: Are any among us suffering? 
People: Come and pray. 
Leader: Are any among us cheerful? 
People: Come sing songs of praise. 
Leader: Are any among us sick? 
People: Come and ask for healing. 
Leader: Our help is in our God, 
People: the One who made heaven and earth. 
Leader: Call upon God, creator and rescuer. God is on our side.  
  
Opening (Psalm 124, Mark 9) 
Eternal God, you create us and you rescue us. Be here with us now. Help us know how much 
we need you. Teach us that no other power can support us like your power. As you share your 
power with us, teach us to be Christ to the world, 
proclaiming your reign for all people. As you lavish your love upon us, help us receive that 
love and offer it to the world, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Special Music 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Creating and rescuing God, 
your power amazes us. 
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Yet even in our amazement, 
we take too long to turn to you, 
forgetting that you are the power 
that makes and saves and sustains us. 
Even when we claim your power, 
we often do so for our own success and comfort, 
ignoring your command to use your power 
on behalf of the weak, the small, 
and the vulnerable. 
In Jesus Christ, 
you show us that you are on the side of all people, 
but never at the expense of the weakest among us. 
Forgive us when we try to hoard you for ourselves 
and try to control who has access to your love. 
Forgive us when our greed, our control, 
and our scandals keep others from knowing you. 
Redeem us and transform us, O God. 
Open our hearts, our lives, and our ministries, 
that we may become a doorway to your realm. 
 
Words of Assurance (Esther 7 & 9, James 5) 
We lift up to you the joys of our lives . . .  
 
We ask for healing for  . . . .  
 
God You turn our sorrow into gladness 
and our times of mourning into celebration. 
We thank you for hearing our prayers of faith. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn      “God of Grace and God of Glory”               UMH 577 

1. God of grace, and God of glory,     2. Lo! The hosts of evil round us 
on thy people pour thy power;         scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
crown thine ancient church’s story;        Fears and doubts too long have bound us; 
bring her bud to glorious flower.         Free our hearts to work and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,        Grant I wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour, (of this hour)        for the loving of these days, (of these days) 
for the facing of this hour.          For the living of these days. 

 
3. Cure thy children’s warring madness,  4.  Save us from weak resignation 

bend our pride to thy control;        to the evils we deplore; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,       let the search for thy salvation 
rich in things and poor in soul.        For thy salvation be our glory evermore. 
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Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,       rant is wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, (kingdom’s goal)  serving thee whom we adore, (we adore) 
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal.        Serving thee whom we adore. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson    Psalter Psalm 124     UMH 846 

RESPONSE:  When the storms of life are raging, stand by me. 

ONE:  1If it had not been the Lord who was on our side–let Israel now say– 

ALL:  2if it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when foes rose up against us, 

ALL:  3 then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their anger was kindled against us; 

ONE:  4then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone over us; 

ALL:  5then the raging waters would have gone over us. 

ONE:  6 Blessed be the Lord, who has not given us as prey to their teeth! 

ALL:  7We have escaped as a bird from the snares of the fowlers; 

ONE: the snare is broken, and we have escaped! 

ALL:  8Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.    

RESPONSE:  When the storms of life are raging, stand by me. 

Epistle Lesson: James 5:13-20 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over 
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the 
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your 
sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous 
is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you 
wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a 
sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 9:38-50 

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop 
him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed 
of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for 
us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ 
will by no means lose the reward.  

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be 
better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If 
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your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it 
is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye 
causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to 
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 
quenched.  

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you 
season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon       “Salty Souls”   Pastor Shari McCourt 

Today we conclude this month’s sermon series on wisdom. There is so much more that we 

could study concerning God’s wisdom. The Bible is full of wisdom, and there are actual books in the 

Bible called wisdom literature. This month’s study has been about God’s wisdom regarding our 

Christian discipleship. We began like all family members in the household of faith with a chore list. 

We talked about examining our discipleship.  Are we living according to God’s laws, and 

commandments or not? We talked about being watching what, and how we say things to others. And, 

learning to ask the Holy Spirit to help us to watch the meditations of our heart, and minds so that they 

don’t become actions that lead us away from God. 

This brings us to becoming “Salty Souls.” Salt is an interesting element. Every animal needs a 

certain amount of salt in order to live. Salt helps our bodies to balance the fluid or water that makes 

up 55 to 60% of our body. Sources for salt are rock salt, and sea salt which comes from water. The 

Biblical references from water, and rocks are powerful. Salt is used as a preservative, and as a 

purifying agent both literally, and metaphorically. 

In the Hebrew Scriptures lesson we read of salt being used in ritual observances. Salt is used 

in the incense for the Temple in Exodus Chapter 30, and in the Book of Ezra. Salt was added to all 

offerings, Leviticus 2:13. In the story of Elisha from 2 Kings, he went to a town with unclean water; 

salt was used to purify the water. Salt was also used to destroy the fertility of land.  God used salt as 

a punishment for those who would not follow God’s ways. Salt is used in Ezekiel to emphasize that it 

is God who help Israel to become a people. 

In Matthew chapter 5 Jesus referred to his disciples as the salt of the earth. Both the texts from 

Mark as well as from James may be difficult for many of us to hear. Mark 9:49-50 says: “For everyone 

will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt 

in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” This text tells us that we will be salted with fire.  

That is the fire from our baptism by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is to grow within us, and help us to 

grow in our faith, love, and obedience of God. 

The summary that was given in the beginning of the message regarding how to keep our 

discipleship is of the utmost importance regarding this text. We are to be about maintaining our 

Christian discipleship by acts of piety. Acts of piety are reading scripture, praying, and reading 
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inspirational stories of other’s faith in our Lord. I have shared many times that I have several different 

devotionals that I read during each week. My family teased me that not everyone needs to know 

exactly how many that I have. The point is that if you don’t have a devotional you may pick up an 

Upper Room which are in the back of the church which will get you started. A dear parishioner, gave 

me a devotional “Paws for a Moment with God.” This dear soul knows that I love my cats. I can never 

have too many, and there are plenty of choices for everyone to find their favorites. 

Another act of piety is to attend worship.  We need to worship God as a community at least 

once a week. Worship is not about you or me. It is an act that we all do together for God. Works of 

Mercy are random acts of kindness that we do for one another, and for those God calls us to serve. 

There are also acts of justice. 

Our Christian discipleship is like maintaining our home. It is easier to keep up on maintaining 

our homes like: keeping the gutters clean, servicing our heating, and air conditioning, painting around 

windows to preserve the wood, and cleaning out the dryer hose to keep from having a fire. It is easier 

to maintain than to replace. 

Mark contains instruction as to how we are to work according to our Christian discipleship. 

Mark 9:42-48 says, “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in 

me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown 

into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than 

to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, 

cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if 

your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one 

eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is 

never quenched.” These words are difficult to hear, and are not to be taken literally but figuratively. 

We may need to cut things out of our lives that are stumbling blocks for us. If you pray about it you 

know what these things are they may me chocolate, sugar, alcohol, foods that cause your blood 

pressure to rise, or people that are bad influences in your life. 

We are to have salt within ourselves - be filled with the Spirit of Christ, live to love, and serve 

our God. Mark 9:50 says, “Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have 

salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” It takes discipline to live a salty life with Christ. 

This life is not for sissies. We need to be physically present with one another as much as possible to 

keep our saltiness as individuals and as a community. Salt is also a sign of covenant with God. To be 

salty souls is to live in covenant with God, may we be those who keep God’s covenant. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
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Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Offering Prayer  
(Esther 7 & 9, Psalm 124, Mark 9) 
Giving God, we can never match your generosity. When we are in need, you are at our side, 
present to us even in our darkest moments. You rescue us from harm. 
Make us into a people who celebrate your goodness, drawing others into the celebration of 
your many blessings. Receive our offerings, even if they are as small as a drink for someone 
who thirsts. Transform them into the mystery of your reign here and now on earth, in the name 
of Jesus, your greatest gift, amen. 
        
Closing Hymn        “There’s a Spirit in the Air”    UMH 192 

3. There’s a Spirit in the air,   2.  Lose your shyness, find your tongue; 
telling Christians everywhere:       tell the world what God has done. 
Praise the love that Christ revealed,         God in Christ has come to stay. 
living, working, in our world.       Live tomorrow’s life today! 
 

3. When believers break the bread,       4. Still the Spirit leads the fight, 
when a hungry child is fed,            seeing wrong and setting right:       
praise the love that Christ revealed,          God in Christ has come to stay.       
living, working, in our world.           Live tomorrow’s life today!       
 

5. When a stranger’s not alone,       6.  May the Spirit fill our praise, 
when the homeless find a home,            guide our thoughts and change our ways: 

praise the love that Christ revealed,   God in Christ has come to stay. 
living, working, in our world.              Live tomorrow’s life today! 

7. There’s a Spirit in the air, 
        telling Christians everywhere: 

                        Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
                 living, working, in our world. 

 

BENEDICTION   

(Psalm 124, James 5, Mark 9) 
God has created all things. 
God has rescued us from sin and suffering. 
Jesus Christ finds us when we wander far from God. 
The Holy Spirit empowers us to welcome all 
into the reign of God’s love. 
Let us go forth, seeking to be on God’s side, 
bringing the love of Christ everywhere we go. 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                           

 

 
 


