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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
October 3, 2021             

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE          “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
                                                                                                                          
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”    UMH 140 

1. Great is thy faithfulness,    Refrain 
O God my Father;     Great is thy faithfulness! 
there is no shadow     Great is thy faithfulness! 
of turning with thee;     Morning by morning 
thou changest not,     new mercies I see; 
thy compassions,     all I have needed 
they fail not;      thy hand hath provided; 
as thou hast been,     great is thy faithfulness, 
thou forever wilt be.     Lord, unto me! 
 

2. Summer and winter    3.  Pardon for sin and a 
and springtime and harvest,   peace that endureth,      
sun, moon, and stars    thine own dear presence 
in their courses above    to cheer and to guide; 
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join with all nature in    strength for today 
manifold witness     and bright hope for tomorrow, 
to thy great faithfulness,    blessings all mine, 
mercy, and love.     With ten thousand beside! 

Refrain      Refrain 

Call to Worship: (Psalm 26; Hebrews 1, 2) 

Leader: In the great congregation, let us bless the Holy One. 
People: With songs of thanksgiving, we retell God’s wondrous deeds. 
Leader: We love the house in which God dwells 
People: and the place where God’s glory shines forth. 
Leader: Proclaim God’s name to all the world! 
People: In the midst of the congregation, we praise God’s holy name.  

Opening Prayer (Job 1, 2; Hebrews 1, 2) 
Holy Mystery, Protector of the faithful, glorious Spirit of wonder, Bread of heaven, 
you have made us a little lower than the angels and crowned us with glory and honor. You 
have called us to be your witnesses, to proclaim the good news in good times and in bad. 
Sanctify us and help us see ourselves in you, the living body of the risen Christ, broken and 
poured out to feed a hungry world. Amen. 

 
Special Music 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION (Job 2:10, Psalm 26) 
God of steadfast love, 
we have ignored your many gifts; 
we have forgotten to give thanks in all things. 
We have taken for granted the air we breathe, 
the food that nourishes our bodies, 
even the love of family and friends. 
We have forgotten that all these gifts 
come from you. 
We have sinned with our lips and in our hearts. 
Unlike your servant Job, 
when we are tested we do not say, 
“Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, 
and not receive the bad?” 
Forgive our selfish ways, 
and turn our hearts to you. 

On the Sunday of World Communion Sunday 

We ask that you bless our Christian brothers and sister all over the world  

As we partake in your resurrection meal together. 

We give you thanks and praise for your life in the midst of our lives 

And for the joys and blessings that you have shared with us, we give you thanks. 
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Please lay your healing touch on those people whose names are on our prayer list and those whose 
names are written on our hearts. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn       “One Bread, One Body”                       UMH 620 

Refrain      1.  Gentile or Jew, 
One bread, one body,    servant or free, 
one Lord of all,     woman or man,  
one cup of blessing     no more. 
which we bless.     Refrain 
And we, though many 
throughout the earth, 
we are one body 
in this one Lord. 
 
2. Many the gifts,     3.  Grain for the fields, 
many the works,     scattered and grown, 
one in the Lord of all.    Gathered to one, for all. 
Refrain      Refrain 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Job 1:1-3, 2:1-10 

There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless and upright, 
one who feared God and turned away from evil.  

2 There were born to him seven sons and three daughters.  

3 He had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred 
donkeys, and very many servants; so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the east. 

One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came 
among them to present himself before the LORD. 2 The LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come 
from?" Satan answered the LORD, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and 
down on it."  

3 The LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the 
earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil.  

He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to destroy him for no reason."  

4 Then Satan answered the LORD, "Skin for skin! All that people have they will give to save their 
lives. 
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 5 But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your 
face."  

6 The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, he is in your power; only spare his life."  

7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the 
sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 Job took a potsherd with which to scrape himself, and sat 
among the ashes.  

9 Then his wife said to him, "Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die."  

10 But he said to her, "You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at 
the hand of God, and not receive the bad?" In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 

          Psalm 26 

Of David. 
1 Vindicate me, O Lord, 
   for I have walked in my integrity, 
   and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering.  
2 Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 
   test my heart and mind.  
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 
   and I walk in faithfulness to you.*  

4 I do not sit with the worthless, 
   nor do I consort with hypocrites;  
5 I hate the company of evildoers, 
   and will not sit with the wicked.  

6 I wash my hands in innocence, 
   and go around your altar, O Lord,  
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, 
   and telling all your wondrous deeds.  

8 O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell, 
   and the place where your glory abides.  
9 Do not sweep me away with sinners, 
   nor my life with the bloodthirsty,  
10 those in whose hands are evil devices, 
   and whose right hands are full of bribes.  

11 But as for me, I walk in my integrity; 
   redeem me, and be gracious to me.  

12 My foot stands on level ground; 
   in the great congregation I will bless the Lord.  
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Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and 
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high,  

4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs. 

5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But someone 
has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you 
care for them? 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned them 
with glory and honor, 8subjecting all things under their feet.” Now in subjecting all things to them, God 
left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, 9but we 
do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and 
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone.  

10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to 
glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to 
call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the 
midst of the congregation I will praise you.”  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:                    “The Faith of Job”  Pastor Shari McCourt 

A few years ago I preached a sermon series from the Book of Job. I have been asked on many 

occasions, when I would preach on Job again. Job is one of the most memorable characters in 

scripture. The Book of Job is considered wisdom literature. In our society, we hear phrases like 

‘having the patience of Job.’ Job helps us to wrestle with questions such as why do bad things 

happen to good people. 

Let’s meet Job. The name Job means, “where is the divine or father?” or “persecuted one.” His 

name is not a typical name for one from Israel. Job came from the land of Uz.  Today we believe that 

Uz is in the southern end of Jordan. Job’s character is described as “blameless and upright, one who 

feared God and turned away from evil.” Job was a man of utmost integrity and had a strong 

relationship with God. He was blessed with a large family. He had seven sons, and three daughters. 

He was also a wealthy man with numerous livestock. He had 7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of 

oxen, 500 donkeys, and many servants. He was the wealthiest man in the east. 

The family hosted feasts in one another’s homes, and after the feasts, Job would offer burnt 

offerings to God for all God had done for them. Job was a thankful man for the many blessings from 



6 
 

God. He always asked for forgiveness for his children just in case they may have sinned against God, 

and God’s covenant. Job loved his children very much. 

One day angels came to present themselves before God, and Satan came with them. God 

asked Satan where he had been, and Satan told him that he had been roaming the earth. What we 

need to understand about the name Satan is that is means ‘accuser.’ Satan was accusing God of 

having no one, whose faith was strong enough in God to endure challenges. That is the reason that 

God offered up the name of Job, who God understood to be exactly as described, upright and 

blameless. In their conversation Satan asks God, if there is a reason for Job’s fear of God. Had God 

actually tested Job? Satan wanted to know how God knew that Job, had such strength of faith. The 

character of Satan, in Hebrew scripture lessons, is one of accuser or adversary. Another name for 

Satan is the devil. Devil comes from the Greek word “diabolos,”which is someone who tells lies to 

hurt, or deceive you. Biblical scholars base this on the interpretation of the meaning of the name 

Satan. 

When we wrestle with Satan, we are wrestling with one who is looking for what we are doing 

wrong, in that, we are on God’s side, and not going against our Lord. Satan will lie to us to separate 

us from our Lord, and Savior. That is what makes wresting with the Dark One really messed up! 

Satan does not offer a wager, but a test. God had faith in Job to be put to a test, and come 

through it with even stronger faith. God allowed Satan to have power over Job except that he was not 

allowed to strike him down. 

Satan sent forth tests. Job’s sons, and daughters, were feasting at one of the brother’s homes, 

when a messenger came to Job to explain what had happened to destroy the oxen, donkeys, and 

some of the servants. While that messenger was speaking, another one arrived on the scene to tell of 

a fire wiping out sheep, and the rest of the servants. Then another messenger came to tell Job of a 

great wind that came from across the dessert, and caused the house where Jobs sons, and 

daughters were to collapse, and kill them all. Job heard all of this he got up tore his robe, and said, 

“Naked I came from mother’s womb, and naked I shall return there; the Lord gave and the Lord has 

taken away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

One of the most difficult things for us to do in the face of tests of our faith, is to praise God. In 

the midst of praising God, no matter the challenge, we affirm our faith that God is in control, all 

powerful, and loves us. Job’s faith in God was unshaken. 

Satan, the adversary, was not satisfied! Satan again met with God, and the angels to propose 

a second test. Job had passed the first, but what if he did not have his health. When I have talked to 

people who have experienced bankruptcy, they have shared as devastating as it was to lose 

everything that they had, they still had their health. God was convinced that Job would pass the test, 

so God allowed Satan to have power over Job except, that he could not take his life. Satan inflicted 

sores on Job, painful sores from head to toe. Job’s wife tried to convince him to curse God, and die to 

have relief from the pain, but Job would not utter a word against God. Job told his wife that if we 

receive ‘good’ from God, should we not also receive ‘bad.’ Job’s faith was still strong despite his 

many losses. 
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The story of Job can be very difficult for us to hear, because the visual images are so vivid. 

Job was man living an upright life, and lost his family, servants, livestock, and then was miserable 

with health issues. Job takes us to a place of wondering why we have to suffer at all. Why do we 

need to be tested? Why does God allow all of this pain? I am not going to tell you that I understand it 

all either. The wisdom that we gather from Job come from his words. We came into this life naked 

with nothing and many of us have the opportunity to experience more than nothing. One of the many 

things that we learn from Job is keeping our faith at all cost has its own rewards. God never forsakes 

us. Our Lord watches over us, and believes in us even when we lose faith in ourselves. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
   

      DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer (Psalm 26; Hebrews 1, 2) 
Holy Giver of all that we need, you have filled our hearts with joy and our hands with 
overflowing abundance. With thanks and joy, we bring these gifts, offering ourselves in 
communion with you and with all creation. Amen.       
       
Closing Hymn      “Amazing Grace”                                WS3002 

1. Amazing grace    Refrain 
How sweet the sound    My chains are gone 
That saved a wretch like me   I’ve been set free 
I once was lost, but now I'm found  My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
Was blind, but now I see   And like a flood His mercy rains 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear Unending love, Amazing grace 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 
2. The Lord has promised good to me 3.  The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
His word my hope secures   the sun forbear to shine 
He will my shield and portion be  But God who called me here below 
As long as life endures    will be forever mine. 
Refrain      will be forever mine 

       You are forever mine. 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Go out in wonder and joy, Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE                                      “One Bread, one Body”                                

https://www.definitions.net/definition/sweet
https://www.definitions.net/definition/saved
https://www.definitions.net/definition/wretch
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grace
https://www.definitions.net/definition/taught
https://www.definitions.net/definition/heart
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grace
https://www.definitions.net/definition/fears
https://www.definitions.net/definition/precious
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grace
https://www.definitions.net/definition/first
https://www.definitions.net/definition/promised
https://www.definitions.net/definition/shield
https://www.definitions.net/definition/portion

