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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
November 21, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE           “His Name is Wonderful” 
                                                                                                                          
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn     “Jesus Shall Reign”       UMH 157 

1. Jesus shall reign where’er the sun  2.  To Jesus endless prayer be made, 
does its successive journeys run;   and endless praises crown his head; 
his kingdom spread from shore to shore,  his name like sweet perfume shall rise 
till moons shall wax and wane no more.  With every morning sacrifice. 
 

3. People and realms of every tongue  4.  Blessings abound where’er he reigns; 
dwell on his love with sweetest song;  all prisoners leap and loose their chains; 
and infant voices shall proclaim   the weary find eternal rest, 
their early blessings on his name.   and all who suffer want are blest. 
 

5. Let every creature rise and bring 
honors peculiar to our King; 

angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud amen! 

 
Call to Worship: (2 Samuel 23, John 18) 

Leader: Christ came to be our king. 
People: We have come to be Christ’s people. 
Leader: The King of kings calls us to follow God. 
People: We have come to be Christ’s people. 
Leader: Christ came to be our king. 
People: We have come to be Christ’s people. 

 



2 
 

Opening Prayer  (Revelation 1) 
With thankful hearts we pause this day to be reminded of our grandest hope: that the 
calamities, the demands, even the blessings of this world do not have the last word. You are 
the one who was and is, and who is yet to come— a ruler of a different kind. Open our hearts 
to the comfort, the challenge and the mystery of this good news. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
your faithful witness, we pray. Amen. 

 
Special Music 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
God of all creation, 
before time and beyond space, 
we admit to our human limits 
as we try to imagine the reign of truth 
that you envision for us. 
When we follow worldly powers 
and stray from the good path 
you desire for all you have created, 
give us Jesus. 
Give us Jesus, O God— 
not a Jesus high and lifted up, 
but chained and arraigned by authorities 
with boldness to tell the truth. 
Speak through our words and deeds, 
that your will may be done in our time. 
Embolden us with the confidence 
that your reign will one day come. 
Come, O Strong One, come. 

 Be with us now as we celebrate the joys in our lives with one another and you.  

We ask for healing for those people whose names are on our prayer lists and on our hearts. 

Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn       “Rejoice the Lord Is King”    UMH 716 

1. Rejoice, the Lord is King!   2.  Jesus the Savior reigns, 
Your Lord and King adore;        the God of truth and love; 
mortals, give thanks and sing,       when he had purged our stains, 
 and triumph evermore.        He took his seat above. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;      Loft up your heart, lift up your voice; 

rejoice; again I say, rejoice.       Rejoice; again I say, rejoice. 
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3. His kingdom cannot fail;   4.  Rejoice in glorious hope! 
he rules o’er earth and heaven;       Jesus the Judge shall come. 
the keys of earth and hell         and take his servants up 
 are to our Jesus given.        To their eternal home. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;      We soon shall hear th’archangel’s voice; 
Rejoice; again I say, rejoice.       The trump of God shall sound, rejoice!   

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: 2 Samuel 23:1-7 

Now these are the last words of David: 
The oracle of David, son of Jesse, 
   the oracle of the man whom God exalted,* 
the anointed of the God of Jacob, 
   the favorite of the Strong One of Israel:  

 
2 The spirit of the Lord speaks through me, 
   his word is upon my tongue.  
3 The God of Israel has spoken, 
   the Rock of Israel has said to me: 
One who rules over people justly, 
   ruling in the fear of God,  
4 is like the light of morning, 
   like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, 
   gleaming from the rain on the grassy land.  

 
5 Is not my house like this with God? 
   For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 
   ordered in all things and secure. 
Will he not cause to prosper 
   all my help and my desire?  
6 But the godless are* all like thorns that are thrown away; 
   for they cannot be picked up with the hand;  
7 to touch them one uses an iron bar 
   or the shaft of a spear. 
   And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot.* 

Epistle Lesson: Revelation 1:4b-8 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was 
and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us 
and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and 
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will 
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wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty. 

Gospel Lesson: John 18:33-37 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters* again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are you the King of 
the Jews?’ 34Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?’ 35Pilate 
replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. 
What have you done?’ 36Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were 
from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ 37Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You 
say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon    “The King of the Everlasting Covenant”              Pastor Shari McCourt 

Today’s celebration is Christ the King Sunday, or Reign of Christ Sunday. This Sunday marks 

a theological transition in the church calendar. We are transitioning from Ordinary Time, which I refer 

to as Extraordinary Time, to the season of Advent. The change has to do with the focus of the gospel 

texts, and theological interpretations of the readings, to signs of end of time that point toward Christ’s 

Kingdom to come in the way off future. Advent is when we literally wait for Christ to come again at 

any moment. This Sunday is a very special Sunday, because the focus is on Christ as the King of the 

everlasting covenant with God’s people. 

In our gospel lesson Jesus had been arrested.  His one of his best disciples, and friends, 

Judas had turned him with a kiss of betrayal, so that he was arrested. Peter’s betrayal was probably 

the most haunting, due Jesus pointing him out as having love for his disciples, and all that Peter had 

at stake in Jesus life. Jesus was interrogated by Ananias and placed on trial by Pilate. Pilate, asked 

the crowd present, “What accusation do you have against this man?” Jesus was blameless, but 

handed over to the crowd to be judged. Pilate asked Jesus who he was, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” Jesus asked him, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate 

answered Jesus by saying, “I am not a Jew am I?  Your own nation and the chief priests have handed 

you over to me.  What have you done?’ Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world.  If my 

kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to 

the Jews.  But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate said, “So, you say that you are a king?” 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king.  For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 

testify to the truth.  Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”  

Jesus or Christ as King is the one who was born for this. This is our salvation!  It is Jesus the 

Christ, who paid the price for our sake, and our salvation to save us from ourselves. The question that 

Pilate asks Jesus regarding who he is, is a crucial point in that Jesus is trying to explain that his 

Kingship, is not of this world. What king gives his life for his people, if it is not in a physical battle? 

Jesus battle is a spiritual battle. Jesus is saving the souls of his followers, but the only blood that is 

shed is Christ’s own blood. 
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The lessons that we have explored during Ordinary Time, are lessons to help us to understand 

what Christ’s Kingdom will look like, and how we are called to live out our discipleship as Christ’s 

followers, who are called into his kingdom. There is such a stark contrast between Kingship of this 

world, and the Kingship of God through Christ. 

God through Christ has a covenant with God’s people. This is an agreement that makes the 

relationship, as very different between Christ, as King, and say our president, or an earthy King or 

Queen. 

1. God always keeps God’s covenant and word with us and that word is truth. 

God can be trusted. 

God does not abuse God’s power over God’s people. 

 

We cannot say that about earthly Kings and Presidents etc. Many do not keep their word, 

their agreements with their people and truth is a convoluted concept. 

 

2. God through Christ remains righteous no matter what.  There is no whim to sway or alter 

Christ’s sovereignty and righteousness. 

Christ is always just, and always stands on the side of justice for all of God’s people. 

3. Since it is God who is just, it is God, who provides all of the goodness, from which all 

justice comes. 

No matter what we think we are doing to be good, the ultimate goodness, is God working 

through us. 

We are not to look to earthly guidance, but for divine guidance for the way that leads to life. It only 

makes sense to look to the source of truth, for truth. 

When serving as a hospital chaplain, I had my final visit with a wonderful 93 year old woman, 

who was originally from Scotland. She came over with her family, as a baby. I truly treasured my 

visits with her. She has such an extraordinary outlook on life. She had been in the hospital for about 6 

weeks. This week she shared with me what time of year it is. I thought she would talk about 

Thanksgiving, but she did not. She talked about it being time to focus on Christ as our King. She 

shared that this Sunday is very special to her, because it is a day when she meditates, on Christ 

sitting on the throne of her life. She said that in all of her years, she truly valued Jesus Christ, as the 

King of her heart. 

Her beautiful blue eyes danced in her head, as she described what she believed about God’s 

kingdom, and how she knew that someday, when God called her home, she would have a wonderful 

place to live. She shared that she hoped to live in the Kingdom of the One, who loves us so much that 

we are saved from ourselves, by God’s unfailing grace. 

She began quoting from the text from today’s reading in Revelation 1:5-8, “To him who loves 

us and freed us from our sins by his own blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his 

God and Father, to him be the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” She said; I never thought 

I would live this long, “but as long as I live, I want to live a life serving the one true king! I am so very 
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thankful for all God has done for me, and through me. To be a servant for the King of Kings, and Lord 

of Lords, is the greatest thing we can ever do.” With a wink and a smile, she said, “I could want for 

nothing better! I live in the light of Christ’s joy!” May we live in the light of Christ’s joy! 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  (Revelation 1) 
Abundant God, prophecy says you are coming with the clouds for every eye to see. Until that 
day, may the tithes and offerings we bring each week do the holy work of making your reign 
real in this community and in this world in need. Amen.       
      
Closing Hymn       “King of Kings“            TFWS 2075 

1. King of kings and Lord of lords,  2.  Jesus, Prince of Peace, 
glory, hallelujah!         Glory, hallelujah! 
King of kings and Lord of lords,       Jesus, Prince of Peace, 
glory, hallelujah!         Glory hallelujah! 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

God calls us into the world 
to embody a realm that is not of this world. 
Go forth now in the name of the one who is, 
and was, and is to come. 
May God’s grace and peace be with you. Amen. 

POSTLUDE                            “Come Thou Almighty King”                                                                                                                               


