
1 
 

                        
Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 

         Third Sunday in Advent 

December 12, 2021              
            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE                 “Away in the Manger” 
                                                                                                                            
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”         UMH 224 

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice   2.  Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice;        with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say:        now ye hear of endless bliss: 
News, news!            News, news!     
Jesus Christ is born today!         Jesus Christ was born for this! 
Ox and ass before him bow,        He hath opened heaven’s door, 

and he is in the manger now.        And ye are blest forevermore. 

Christ is born today,          Christ was born for this, 

Christ is born today!          Christ was born for this! 

 

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave: 

News, news! 

Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all 

to gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save, 

Christ was born to save! 
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Call to Worship: (Zephaniah 3, Isaiah 12, Philippians 4:4) 

Leader: Rejoice in the Lord, always, again I say rejoice! 
People: With joy, we draw water from the well of salvation. 
Leader: Sing aloud, O daughters of the Holy One. 
People: With thanks, we return home to the living God. 
Leader: Shout for joy, O sons of the Most High. 
People: With praise, we approach the throne of grace. 
Leader: Rejoice in the Lord, always, again I say rejoice!  
 
Opening Prayer (Zephaniah 3, Isaiah 12) 
Redeemer God, we come to you with laughter in our hearts and joy in our very bones, for you 
save the lame and take away the shame of the outcast. When we think all hope is lost, you 
gather us in and bring us home. Restore our fortunes, O God, that we may show everyone we 
meet your power to transform the world. Amen. 
 
Advent Candle Lighting: Proclamation and Joy 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 9:6-7For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
 
Candle Lighting: We relight the candle of hope and expectation, recalling God’s promise to send a 
Savior. As we relight the candle of preparation and peace, remember the voice crying out in the 
wilderness, “prepare ye the way of the Lord.” Now we relight the candle of Proclamation and Joy. May 
our hearts be forever filled with the joy of His coming.  
 
Prayer: Father, we are filled with joy because we have hope and peace that you have sent your 
son for all that believe. Help us to be the voices that proclaim grace and truth. In Christ name 
we pray. Amen. 
 
Special Music    “Mary, Did You Know”  Rebecca, Kit, and Jennie 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
God of justice, 
before we get carried away with our alleluias, 
remind us once more that salvation may be free, 
but it places demands upon us. 
How often do we find ourselves 
on the wrong side of your good news? 
We forget that the fire of your baptism 
is a purifying fire— 
a fire consuming those whose spirits 
are closed off from the world. 
Forgive us when we praise you with our lips 
but curse you with our actions: 
when we hoard our wealth, 
when we withhold mercy from the needy, 
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when we cheat the weak and defenseless. 
Heal our hearts, Compassionate One, 
that we may be a people of true repentance— 
a people who prepare for your Son’s birth 
by embracing those he loved. Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn       “In the Bleak Midwinter”    UMH 221 

1. In the bleak midwinter,    2.  Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 
frosty wind made moan,         nor earth sustain; 
earth stood hard as iron,         heaven and earth shall flee away 
water like a stone;          when he comes to reign. 
snow had fallen,          In the bleak midwinter 
snow on snow, snow on snow,        a stable place sufficed 
in the bleak midwinter long ago.        The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.. 

      3. Angels and archangels    4.  What can I give him, poor as I am? 
          may have gathered there,         If I were a shepherd, 
          cherubim and seraphim         I would bring a lamb; 
          thronged the air;          If I were a Wise Man, 
          but his mother only,          I would do my part; 
          in her maiden bliss,          yet what I can I give him: 
          worshiped the beloved with a kiss.        Give him my heart.      
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 12:2-6 

2 Surely God is my salvation; 
   I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
for the Lord God * is my strength and my might; 
   he has become my salvation.  

3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say on that day: 
Give thanks to the Lord, 
   call on his name; 
make known his deeds among the nations; 
   proclaim that his name is exalted.  

 
5 Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
   let this be known* in all the earth.  
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6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal* Zion, 
   for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 4:4-7 

 Rejoice* in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.* 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 3:7-18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we 
do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 
you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money 
from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”  

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; 
but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So, 
with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:     Messiah: Our Hope and Redeemer              Rev. Shari McCourt 

Today we are talking about Jesus who is our hope. Our scripture lessons emphasis is about 

not worrying or being afraid of anything that is to come. The hope is that when Christ comes again to 

end this time, as we know it, things will be different. There will be hope that we can only imagine. In 

the prayer from today’s service we prayed a little from the Book of Zephaniah. The reading from that 

text in this week’s lectionary reading talks about how the Lord has taken away judgments against 

God’s people and turned their enemies away. There is nothing to fear any longer, because it is God, 

who is reigning over heaven and earth. All of the people are to shout with joy, for God’s saving action 

is in favor of God’s people. The world will look different because the lame will walk, and the outcast of 

society will no longer be outcast, but instead will have praises as part of God’s family. God’s family 

will all be together, and the fortunes of God’s people will be restored. It sounds pretty good doesn’t it? 

Isaiah talks about the hope coming as God’s salvation through the One that God is sending for 

the purpose of salvation. The text says that, “the people will drink from the wells of salvation.” The 
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interesting thing is, what is salvation? I spent hours looking at the meaning of salvation from a Biblical 

perspective. Salvation is a word that is not used as much in our society, as it once was, because 

many religious groups have claimed to have a monopoly on it. In the Hebrew scripture texts, the root 

of the word “salvation” meant a broadening or enlarging in the community for the life, creation of 

space and conduct of the community. More often than not this occurred by Divine help.  God lead the 

way for this to happen. In both of the Hebrew scripture lesson from todays’ reading we see a 

response to God’s divine help for God’s people. Salvation means recuing and delivering God’s people 

from peril. It is God who redeems, reconciles and forgives and gives peace to God’s people. 

In the New Testament readings regarding salvation, salvation is initiated through Jesus Christ 

whose name literally means: to save or rescue. It is God who saves and recues us through Jesus. 

We first learn about Jesus birth in the gospel texts in Luke and Matthew. The word “gospel” means: 

good tidings. Now you know the Paul Harvey version, or the rest of the story as to the reason that we 

sing about “good tidings we bring” in our Christmas carols this time of year. 

 In Ace Collins book, Stories behind the Great Traditions of Christmas, is listed the story behind 

the writing of Handel’s, Messiah. George Frideric Handel was fifty-six years old in 1741. He was in 

poor health, his music no longer played by the elite orchestras of the time, and he had creditors 

hounding him. He was concerned that he might die in debtor’s prison. Prior to this time, he had been 

successful, but his life had taken a different turn. In August of 1741, Handel was poverty-stricken.  

Ace Collins said,  

“Handel dreaded the knock of the mail carrier. His mail was rarely greetings from old 

friends, but rather a deluge of notes from bill collectors seeking payment. Yet on this 

warm day in August, the postman brought good news for a change, in the form of two 

letters. The first hopeful letter Handel received was an invitation to perform again in 

Ireland. An old friend, the Duke of Devonshire, wanted the composer to come to Dublin 

and produce a series of benefit concerts “for the relief of the prisoners in the several 

gaols, and for the support of Mercer’s Hospital Quay.” Handel accepted the invitation as 

much to escape his miserable existence in London, it was a second correspondence 

from a friend that provided the inspiration that would make the Irish performances 

unforgettable.” (Collins, pp. 99) 

Charles Jenkins wrote the second letter. Jenkins was quirky at best. Jenkins had worked to compress 

the Old and New Testaments stories to those that he deemed the most relevant. He sent the 

scriptural compression to Handel as inspiration for a new oratorio. Handel who was in such a bad 

place in his life, began to study the paraphrased word of God, which renewed his strength, stamina, 

and creativity. Handle worked for twenty-four days on what would become one of the most traditional, 

musical, Christmas pieces in history. 

 In a week’s time, Handel wrote the first segment, known as, “Christmas.” Nine days later he 

wrote, “The Redemption Story.” The final section, written a week later was, “The Resurrection and 

Future Rein of Christ on Heaven and Earth.” Handel spent months perfecting the Messiah. Handel, 

renewed, and content with his work, took it to Dublin, and began in April of 1742 rehearsals. Collins 

said in his book,  
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“He probably saw the oratorio not as a grand project but as an intimate experience 

between the listener and the Lord. Because of this thinking, he chose to work with only 

a handful of singers and a small orchestra. He wanted to keep the Messiah tight and 

focused. On April 13, the composer brought the work to life in front of a large audience. 

Because of his near blindness, he could not clearly see the appreciative crowd, but he 

could tell by the applause that he had finally compose another hit. The Irish tour was 

ultimately a huge success, and news quickly reached England that the composer had 

made a mighty comeback.” (Collins pp. 101 

With God all things are possible! Handel’s faith, hope, and career was brought forth from the ashes, 

when he read the stories of faith through Christ, and answered God’s calling of him to use his spiritual 

gift of music. Handel would never live to see how his music in the Messiah has been used to inspire 

others in their faith, and used in benefit concerts in both the seasons of Easter, and Christmas to help 

many charities, and the blight of the impoverish. Our Messiah saves, and the beautiful and inspiring 

piece of music the Messiah also has been used in a restorative manner. 

In our gospel text from today’s readings we learn about the good tidings of how different things 

will be when we all live as Jesus taught us to live. In this text, John the Baptist, is talking to the 

crowds he is trying to explain that there will be One who will come, who is the Messiah. We can’t help 

but feel a little sorry for John because he is trying so hard to help people understand and teach them 

to repent of their sin and live a better life. The people were filled with questions about what they were 

to do until the Messiah comes. This is a question that we too should ponder. John answered by 

explaining, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 

must do likewise.”  

My brothers and sisters we are also called to look at how live our lives as we wait for the hope 

that is too come. When we prepare during the Advent season, we need to remember whose birth we 

are celebrating. For most of us, it is not our birthday.  We are not the one who should be receiving all 

of the gifts. The wise men brought a token to the baby Jesus each token, having both sacred, and 

financial worth. During the season that we wait for Christ’s coming, we are to keep busy doing our 

Father’s work. This is a season that we are to bring hope to those who lack hope, and give so that 

those who hunger, may know food, and those who are naked may have clothes, and those who are in 

need, may come to know the hope that comes from Jesus Christ our Lord. It is Jesus who brings us 

salvation: a rescue, a deliverance, redemption, forgiveness, and reconciliation with our God. This is a 

season like no other for us to give the gift of hope, by doing the work of our Savior. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 

DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
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Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  
(Ruth 3–4, Mark 12) 
Multiply our gifts, holy One, that all your people may be built into a spiritual house—a house 
that no earthly calamity can bring down. Free our hearts, gracious God, that like Naomi and 
Ruth before us, your great purposes may work through our love. Amen    
   
       
Closing Hymn    “There Is a Song in the Air”     UMH 249 

1. There’s a song in the air!    2.  There’s a tumult of joy 
There’s a star in the sky!         O’er the wonderful birth, 
There’s a mother’s deep prayer        for the virgin’s sweet boy 
and a baby’s low cry!         Is the Lord of the earth. 
And the star rains its fire          Ay! The star rains its fire 
while the beautiful sing,         while the beautiful sing,      
for the manger of Bethlehem        for the manger of Bethlehem 
cradles a King!                    cradles a King! 
 

      3. In the light of that star    4.  We rejoice in the light, 
          lie the ages impearled;         and we echo the song 
          and that song from afar         that comes down through the night 
          has swept over the world.         From the heavenly throng. 

Every hearth is aflame,         Ay! We shout to the lovely 
and the beautiful sing         evangel they bring, 
in the homes of the nations         and we greet in his cradle 
That Jesus is King!          our Savior and King! 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Rejoice! The Lord is near. 
Take heart and do not worry about your life. 
And may the peace of God, 
that passes all understanding, 
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

POSTLUDE                                    “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”                                                                                                                 

 

 

 
 


