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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 

         Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 19, 2021              
            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE              “What Child Is This?” 
                                                                                                                      
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”     UMH 234 

1. O come all ye faithful,    Refrain 
joyful and triumphant,    O come, let us adore him, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.  O come, let is adore him, 
Come and behold him,    O come, let us adore him, 
born the King of angels;    Christ the Lord. 

     2.   True God of true God,    3.  Sing, choirs of angels, 
          Light from Light Eternal,         sing in exultation; 
          lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb;       O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
          Son of the Father,           Glory to God,     
          begotten, not created;         all glory in the highest: 
 Refrain           Refrain 
 

     4.  See how the shepherds,    5.  Child, for us sinners 
         summoned to his cradle,         poor and in the manger, 
         leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;       we would embrace thee with love awe. 
         we too will thither          Who would not love thee, 
         bend our joyful footsteps;         loving is so dearly? 
         Refrain            Refrain 
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6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be all glory given. 

Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing: 

Refrain 
 

Call to Worship : (Micah 5, Luke 1) 
Leader: Leap for joy! Christ is coming! 
People: Christ comes into our lives! 
Leader: Rejoice and praise! God’s promises reign! 
People: Christ comes into our lives! 
Leader: Sing songs of old! Proclaim ancient truths! 
People: Christ comes into our lives!    
 
Opening (Micah 5, Luke 1) 
Ancient of Days, blessed Child of God, be with us this day. Guide us in your path of peace. 
Lead us on the journey of faith that will bring us to the joy of Christmas day. Help us believe 
where we have not seen, that we may trust in your promises, 
like Mary before us. In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 
Lighting of the Advent Candle: Revelation and Peace 
 
Scripture: Luke 2:10-14“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great 
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 
Candle Lighting: Today we relight the candles of expectation and hope, recalling God’s promise; the 
candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, urging the people to prepare 
the way of the coming Lord; and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM. 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the announcement of the coming 
King and the greatness of God’s love reveled through the Christ child. 
 
Prayer: Holy One, we thank you for reveling yourself though Jesus, and we praise you for the 
greatness of your love. Help us to share your peace with others and live our lives more like 
Christ every day. In His name we pray. Amen. 

 
Special Music   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                  Wayne Trout 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Magnificent God, 
look upon us with your loving favor. 
Shine upon us with the light of your wisdom. 
Strengthen us in our weakness, 
that we may know the power of your love. 
Scatter us in our pride, 
that we may learn the humility of servanthood. 
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Forgive us when we weaken others, 
and forget your place in our lives. 
Lift us up when we are disheartened, 
and nourish us with your abundant grace. 
Help us, O Promised One of Israel, 
to be your people and to serve your world. 
Help us live as Advent people: 
hopefully expectant, and patiently diligent, 
that we may bring your realm to this earth.  
Thank you for the joys in our lives. 
O magnify the Lord! Rejoice in God, our Savior! 
Place your healing touch on those that need your healing.  
For God looks with favor on our lowliness, 
lifts us from the depths of sin and despair, 
and restores us to fullness of life in Christ Jesus. 
Arise, take heart, all are forgiven now! 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn        “Once in Royal David City”    UMH 250 

1. Once in royal David’s city    2.  He came down to earth from heaven 
stood a lowly cattle shed,         who is God and Lord of all. 
where a mother laid her baby        and his shelter was a stable, 
in a manger for his bed;         and his cradle was a stall. 
Mary, loving mother mild,         With the poor, the scorned, the lowly 
Jesus Christ, her little child.        Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

      3. Jesus is our childhood’s pattern;   4.  And our eyes at last shall see him, 
          day by day, like us he grew;        through his own redeeming love; 
          he was little, weak, and helpless,        for that child so dear and gentle 
          tears and smiles like us he knew;        is our Lord in heaven above; 
          and he feeleth for our sadness,        and he leads his children on 
          and he shareth in our gladness.        To the place where he is gone. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 10:5-10 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not 
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no 
pleasure.  
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7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of 
me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I 
have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s 
will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:39-55 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies 
the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of 
his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled 
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to 
his descendants forever.” 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon      “Angels in our Midst”                 Pastor Shari McCourt 

Traditionally this is Mary’s Sunday in the season of Advent. Today we celebrate the miracle of 

love God has for us, and the miracle of love God’s servants have for God. We are also looking at the 

role that angels play in our lives. This story of Mary contains the angel most referred to in scripture. 

 Our theme for this week from Ace Collins book, Stories behind the Great Traditions of 

Christmas, guides us to look at the tradition of angels. Collins describes angels in this way: 

“The dictionary defines an angel as ‘a divine winged messenger.’ While accurate, this 

definition fails to touch on the warm and personal relationship that angels have 

traditionally had with humankind, throughout history, angels have been protectors as 

well as messengers, and while commanding reverence and awe, they have also 

projected compassion and understanding. Perhaps that is why we call a person who 

does something wonderful an angel." (Collins pp. 9) 

Mary was preparing to meet an angel, and she didn’t even know it. It is stated in the Gospel of Luke 

1:26-28, that the angel Gabriel visited Mary who was engaged to marry Joseph. 

Mary was a girl about fourteen years old.  She was a person of strong faith in God.  Mary was 

a virgin, and had not slept with a man. When the angel Gabriel visited her, he announced that she 

was a favored one, and that the Lord was with her. Because of her faith, and love for God, she had 
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been chosen by God, and was invited to be part of God’s plan. Although, Mary was shaken at first, 

the angel attempted to comfort her. Gabriel explained that God wanted her to conceive the child that 

would change the world, and call him Jesus. She did not seem afraid of the angel as he explained 

how it would happen, instead she asked questions and listened. Luke 1:35-37, says, “35The angel 

said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 

be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” Mary responded in the way that many of us 

wish that we would respond, when we are called by God to do something that we are uncertain about. 

Mary said, “Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” The miracle 

of love that Mary had for the Lord was astonishing. She was willing to have her life changed, altered 

from what she thought it should be. Mary was willing to risk her very life by having a child out of 

wedlock for the love of the Lord. Women were stoned for such things back then. She did not know 

that her child would grow up to be crucified like a criminal for the sake of the salvation of all who 

believe. 

Mary was considered the favored one and gave birth to the King of Kings, but only because 

she gave herself willing to God’s service. This giving one’s self to God’s service is what we are called 

to do for ourselves, for God and for one another in this community. There is no higher gift that we can 

give to our loved ones than to work on our relationship with God, and be transformed into the 

servants that God calls us to be. 

This season of Advent might be even more powerful for each of us if we recognized our calling 

to give ourselves into God’s service more prayerfully. What if we listened to God, and listened to 

God’s angels talking to us? 

When Christmas ornaments first started to appear in Germany, Children made angels to place 

on the tree. When the Christian faith spread to South America, the children were taught to believe 

that their prayers traveled on the wings of angels to Jesus. Many of our Christmas hymns contain 

angels from the nativity story. The shepherds were the first to hear the good news of Jesus’ birth from 

the angels. The point is that our Lord uses many means to communicate with us. We only need a 

desire to be open to his Spirit, and God’s angels. 

The angels were the ones who explained how things would take place for Mary, Joseph, and 

the shepherds. Angles are found throughout scripture. Collins describes them in this way: 

“…they are depicted as holy, wise, and mighty spirits that communicate and obey the 

will of God, minister to his people, and glorify him in all his majesty.  

During the days when the story of the birth of Jesus is brought to life through song, 

Scripture, and nativity scenes, we are reminded that the angels were there for those at 

the first Christmas and are still there for us today. And unlike Santa, angles are not 

fictional creatures but a living part of life and faith.” (Collins pp.13-14) 

When we have days of doubt, we could actually ask for our angels to help us to understand, grant us 

wisdom, or help us to see the bigger picture that we may be missing. Our God is there for us to 
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embrace the good news of Jesus’ birth into the world, and into our very lives. Angels have always be 

part of the process of human understanding. 

Our story continues as Mary sets out for a visit with her relative Elizabeth. 

When she arrived at the town in the hillside of Judea, the child who we know will be born as John the 

Baptist, leaped in her womb. Elizabeth had also been visited by an angel to help her to prepare for 

the coming of her child, John. She was a baron woman who was not believe to have the ability to 

bear a child. God makes all things possible as Elizabeth, strong in her faith, was also part of God’s 

plan to prepare the way for Jesus. 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and began, talking to Mary with such knowledge 

regarding the child that Mary was carrying. Elizabeth announced to Mary that she was honored by 

saying to her that the mother of her Lord had come to visit. Her announcement was nothing less than 

a Christian confession of her belief in the coming Messiah. Elizabeth was another ordinary person 

who had great faith, and love of God, and was asked to do great things. 

God loves us with open arms in order that we might chose to love God in return, and accept 

the miracle of love that has been so freely shared with us for our sake and salvation. May we be open 

to our Lord speaking to us, and bearing witness to the miracles of the season, and may we ordinary 

people be open to living as God’s instruments of light and love. Let us make him room for ourselves 

and for one another as the greatest gift we can give. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD       
 

DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  
Mighty God, magnify these gifts, even as we magnify your name with praise. May the gifts we 
give and the lives we lead be abundant reflections of your glory and love.  Amen.  
 
Closing Hymn     “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   UMH 230 

1. O little town of Bethlehem,   2.  For Christ is born of Mary, 
how still we see thee lie;         and gathered all above, 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep       while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
the silent stars go by.         Their watch of wondering love. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth        O morning stars together, 
the everlasting light;               proclaim the holy birth, 
the hopes and fears of all the years       and praises sing to God the King, 
are met in thee tonight.         And peace to all on earth! 



7 
 

 
3. How silently, how silently,   4.  O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

the wondrous gift is given;        descend to us, we pray; 

so God imparts to human hearts       cast out our sin, and enter in, 

the blessings of his heaven.        Be born in us today. 

No ear may hear his coming,        We hear the Christmas angels 

but in this world of sin,         the great glad tidings tell; 

where meek souls will         O come to us, abide with us, 

receive him, still          our Lord Emmanuel! 

the dear Christ enters in.  

BENEDICTION     

Let us go forth from this place singing of God’s overwhelming grace. 
Let us go forth dancing with joy for the miracle of God’s love has touched our hearts  
and soul and share the hope of the miracle of the love of God with all humanity.  
                                                                                                                          

 POSTLUDE                                “Sing We Now of Christmas”                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


