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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 

         Second Sunday in Advent 

December 5, 2021              
            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE        “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
                                                                                                                        
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn         “People, Look East”        UMH 202 

1. People, look east. The time is near   2.  Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
of the crowning of the year.        One more seed is planted there. 
Make your house fair as you are able,       Give up your strength the seed to nourish,     
trim the hearth and set the table.        That in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today:        People, look east and sing today: 

 Love, the Guest, is on the way.        Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

3. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, 4.  Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
one more light the bowl shall brim,        him who brings new life to earth. 

shining beyond the frosty weather,       Set every peak and valley humming 
bright as sun and moon together.        With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today:        People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Star, is on the way.        Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Call to Worship (Malachi 3, Philippians 1) 

Leader: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
People: Christ comes like a refiner’s fire, burning away the impurities within. 
Leader: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
People: Christ comes like fullers’ soap, cleansing our sin and purifying our hearts. 
Leader: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
People: Christ comes like a master gardener, bearing a harvest of righteousness.  
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Opening Prayer (Philippians 1, Luke 1, Luke 3) 
God of mystery, you enter the wilderness of our lives, calling us to prepare for Christ’s 
coming. Fill the valleys of our hearts and bring low the mountains of our pride and conceit. 
Make straight the paths of our feet, that we may follow in your ways. Smooth out the rough 
edges of our souls— edges that chafe those we should hold close— and guide our feet in the 
ways of peace. As we prepare once more for the advent of your Son, keep us in full fellowship 
with you and with one another, that our lives may bear a harvest of righteousness. Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle  
Scripture: Isaiah 40:3-5“In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough 
ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 
and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 
Candle Lighting: Today we relight the candle of Hope and Expectation. Let this candle remind us of 
the great hope we have in Christ the Messiah and in God’s promises. As we light the candle of 
preparation and peace let it remind us to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. 
 
Prayer: Holy One, guide us in confession of our sins. We know that in the greatness of your 
love, you have promised to forgive us. Cleanse us as we prepare our lives for the coming of 
Jesus again. This we ask in His name. Amen. 
 
Special Music                Piano/Organ Duet   Donna Downs and Diane Jones 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Merciful God, 
how quick we are to recognize 
our neighbors’ need to amend their ways; 
how easily we spot the speck in their eye, 
ignoring the log in our own. 
Come to us like a refiner’s fire and fullers’ soap, 
that we may be purified in body and soul. 
Polish us like fine gold and silver, 
that our ways may be pleasing to you, 
full of compassion and love 
for all we meet. Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn      “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”    UMH 216 

1. Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming   2.  Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, 
from tender stem hath sprung!        The Rose I have in mind; 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming,             with Mary we behold it, 
as those of old have sung.                   The Virgin Mother kind. 
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It came a floweret bright,         To show God’s love aright, 
amid the cold of winter,         she bore to us a Savior, 
when half spent was the night.        When half spent was the night. 
 

3. O Flower, whose fragrance tender 

with sweetness fills the air, 

dispel in glorious splendor 

the darkness everywhere. 

True man yet very God, 

from sin and death now save us, 

and share our every load. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Malachi 3:1-4 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness.* 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as 
in the days of old and as in former years.  

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 1:3-11 

I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers 
for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 
Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,* for all 
of you share in God’s grace* with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of 
the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 
10to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 
11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God.  

Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:68-79 

‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
   for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.  
He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
   in the house of his servant David,  
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  
   that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
   and has remembered his holy covenant,  
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
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   to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
   before him all our days.  
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  
to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
   by the forgiveness of their sins.  
By the tender mercy of our God, 
   the dawn from on high will break upon us,  
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
   to guide our feet into the way of peace.’  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:    “Intentional Instruments of Preparation”     Pastor Shari McCourt 

Today’s gospel text comes from the story of God preparing the path for Jesus’ birth by the 

prophet, John, who was born to help the people of that time know that God would be fulfilling God’s 

word with the birth of Jesus. This prophet was not wealthy as is the emperor, the ruler, or high priest. 

This prophet had been prophesized to come in the Book of Isaiah as one who would come from the 

wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord, the Messiah. 

In Mary’s “Magnificat”, she proclaimed this, “He has brought down the powerful from their 

thrones, and lifted up the lowly.” (Luke1:52) We hear in Mary’s words that she understood that justice 

will roll down for those who are poor, destitute, and live experiencing injustice, first. As John the 

Baptist began his ministry, he was to make straight the path for the One who would bring salvation for 

all humanity. Salvation is not limited by any human restraint, social class, and economic standard, or 

ethnic background. Our God through Jesus pushes beyond any, and all barriers making salvation 

accessible to all human kind. We have much to do Brothers and Sisters in Christ, as not all of God’s 

children have come to know the hope, peace, love, and joy of our salvation in Jesus Christ. We need 

to live each day with intension sharing the good news with all that we meet. 

 This week our story from Ace Collins book, Stories behind the Great Traditions of Christmas, 

gives insight on what began the sending of Christmas cards. It seems that we might not ever 

remember a time that Christmas cards were not sent. Collins shares in his chapter on Christmas 

cards regarding Sir Henry Cole, as a “mover and shaker” in mid-eighteen hundreds. Collins said, 

“Cole was an assistant at the public records office, a writer of books on art and architecture, a 

publisher and editor of children’s books, a director at the London Museum, and the founder of the 

Journal of Design. (pp39) He was wealthy and moved about in the upper-class circles. He was 

popular at many social gatherings. He had many friends including Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. 

Cole found himself in a predicament when in 1843 his mail box was filled with holiday letters from his 

many friends and acquaintances. He did not want to hurt anyone’s feeling by not answering, but he 

was very busy, and did not have time to answer them all at that time of year. 

 While sitting at his desk working one day, he began to stare at a piece of stiff paper. He turned 

it several times after folding it in half to discover that it looked like a small book. He thought back to a 
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school assignment, he had as a child, the students were to draw a holiday scene for their parents, as 

a gift. The children were to draw what the holiday meant to them. Some children drew Biblical scenes, 

candy, family, red roses, and family at the dinner table. As Cole, reminisced over the childhood 

assignment, he came up with a solution to his predicament. He would commission a painter, John 

Calcott Horsley, to paint a picture of happy friends, and family around the dinner table celebrating on 

one side of the folded paper.  On the other side of the paper, he wanted winter scenes to remind his 

wealthy friends of those less fortunate among them who were hungry, needed clothing, and 

assistance. Horsley drew what was desired for the card, and Cole had the words printed on it, “A 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to You.” 

One thousand cards were printed for the occasion. Cole’s good intensions were met with 

mixed reviews. Collins said in his book,  

“…many who received the cards were distressed. Puritans thought the holiday image 

and toast encouraged drinking. In their minds this scene was too reminiscent of a time 

in the not too distant past when Christmas in England was a day of drunken carousing. 

Yet in spite of a chorus of such objections, overall the cards made a positive impact.” 

(Collins pp.42) 

Christmas cards became the fashion in two years’ time.  After ten years this new tradition spread 

across Europe, and Christmas cards became commercially produced. 

 In America during this time, the Civil War was in progress. This caused very few to celebrate 

Christmas as they had in the past. After the Civil War, a man named Louis Prang, lived in 

Massachusetts, and printed art books, and how-to-drawing books. He made an impact on in the world 

of education with his books. But made a larger impact with his production of “America’s first mass-

distributed Christmas cards.” (Collins pp.44) 

  Prang had published Christmas cards for himself and his friends since 1856. In 1873, he 

attended an exposition for the printing industry in Vienna. A woman at the event, looking at one of 

Prangs four color business cards, talked to him about printing Christmas cards. Prang a good 

business man, did research to find a rich market for Christmas cards in England. His colorful cards 

became a hit in Europe, and he began to send them to business contacts in America. Prang’s images 

of Christmas grew in popularity oversees as well in America. The speed and cheaper printing presses 

in Europe eventually put Prang out of the Christmas card business. Prang is noted as the “Father of 

the American Christmas Card.” (Collins pp.45) 

 Collins shared,  

“It was not until the twentieth century that printers began to produce religious imagery 

that drove home the real meaning of Christmas. Images of angels, shepherds, and the 

nativity scene, as well as snow covered churches, children in prayer, and carolers 

singing hymns, began to appear on Christmas cards. It was this ‘rediscovery’ of a 

biblical Christmas, when American, and English churches finally began to fling open 

their doors and embrace Christmas as a time for joy and celebration. Hence, Christmas 
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cards became not only a tool for extending greetings to business associates, friends 

and family but also a way to share the gospel with others.” (Collins pp. 46) 

 This brings us back to the gospel lesson for today. This is a time of our repentance, and 

spiritual preparation for Christ to come again, and be rebirthed in all of us. It is time to be about the 

work of our Lord, sharing the good news with all that we meet. This is a time of intentional living as 

God’s children. As we send out our Christmas greetings to business associates, friends and family, 

we can intentionally share the good news in cards. We have the opportunity in our Christmas letters 

and notes to share how the Lord, is a living God in our lives. We are called to be God’s instruments to 

prepare the way of the Lord, in the lives of those around us. This is a season of repentance and 

spiritual preparation so that the Spirit of Christ might be born again in the hearts of one and all, for our 

sake and our salvation.  The Lord has prepared the way. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 

DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                   UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  (Malachi 3) 
O God, you rescued your people of old, you rescue us again and again. With refiner’s fire and 
fullers’ soap, you have purified us like works of fine gold and silver. As people brought to the 
brightness of your dawn, may our offerings be pleasing to you, Holy One; may they be for the 
world a harvest of righteousness, compassion, and love. Amen.  

Closing Hymn    “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                      UMH 220 

1. Angels from the realms of glory,   Refrain 
wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
ye who sang creation’s story   Come and worship, come and worship, 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth:   Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
  

      2. Shepherds, in the field abiding,   3.  Sages, leave your contemplations, 
           watching o’er your flocks by night,       brighter visions beam afar; 

God with us is now residing,        seek the great Desire of nations; 
yonder shines the infant light:        ye have seen his natal star: 
Refrain           Refrain 

       Saints, before the altar bending, 

                 watching long in hope and fear; 

suddenly the Lord, descending, 

in his temple shall appear: 

Refrain 
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BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

As we await the coming of the Promised One, may your love and knowledge and insight overflow 

that you may live in peace, and harmony with all beings for the glory and praise of God. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE                           “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 
         


