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Johnsville United Methodist Church 
Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 

                 Christmastide 

December 26, 2021              
            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE        
                                                                                                                          
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “Now We Sing of Christmas”                     UMH 237 

1. Sing we now of Christmas,    Refrain 
Noel, sing we here!      Sing we Noel, 
Hear our grateful praises     the King is born, Noel! 
to the babe so dear.      Sing we now of Christmas, 
        Sing we now Noel! 
 

2. Angels called to shepherds,    3.  In Bethlehem they found him; 
“Leave your flocks at rest,     Joseph and Mary mild, 
journey forth to Bethlehem,    seated by the manger, 
find the child so blest.”     Watching the holy child. 
Refrain       Refrain 
 
4. From the eastern country    5.  Gold and myrrh they took there, 
came the kings afar,     gifts of greatest price; 
bearing gifts to Bethlehem,     there was never a stable 
guided by a star.      So like paradise. 
Refrain       Refrain 
 

Call to Worship: (Colossians 3, Luke 2) 

Leader: Sing praise to God with gratitude and joy. 
People: Let heaven and earth praise God! 
Leader: Dwell in Christ’s word of wisdom and truth. 
People: Praise Christ for the path of life! 
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Opening Prayer (Colossians 3, Luke 2) 
God of wisdom and grace, may your Spirit grow within us, that we may grow in wisdom and 
truth all the days of our lives. Teach us your ways, that we may walk the path of Christ and 
lead others into your light. Clothe us with compassion and kindness, with humility and 
gentleness, that others may see in us the truth of your love. Bind us together in love and 
unity, that our church may be a haven of blessing and a place of peace. 
 
Special Music 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Merciful Christ, 
you call us to clothe ourselves in love, 
walk in your truth, 
and grow in God’s wisdom. 
But these garments are often awkward, 
your path sometimes rocky, 
and this growth not always comfortable. 
Forgive us when we seek our own comfort 
rather than your more difficult road. 
Forgive us when we prefer comfy old shoes 
to the new footwear you offer us 
to follow more challenging paths. 
Help us to remember to give thanks for the blessings in our lives.  
Clothe us in your truth and bind us to your love. 
Weave us with the threads of your grace, 
that we may be cloaks of blessing— 
woven in kindness and compassion, 
mercy and patience— 
for those who need protection and love. 
Place you healing touch on those people whose names are on our prayer lists and hearts. 
 
Weave us with the threads of your mercy, 
that we may be a community of faith and wisdom, 
reaching out to those who yearn 
to walk in your ways. 
In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn        “He Is Born”     UMH 228 

Refrain      1.  Through long ages of the past, 
He is born, the holy Child,    prophets have foretold his coming; 
play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!  Through long ages of the past, 
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He is born, the holy Child,    now the time has come at last! 
sing we all of the Savior mild.   Refrain 
 

2. O how lovely, O how pure   3.  Jesus, Lord, of all the world, 
is this perfect child of heaven;   Coming as a child among us, 
O how lovely, O how pure,     Jesus, Lord of all the world, 
gracious gift to humankind!     Grant to us thy heavenly peace. 
Refrain       Refrain 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Psalm 148 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!  

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!  

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!  

Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!  

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created.  

He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.  

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,  

fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!  

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!  

Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!  

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!  

Young men and women alike, old and young together!  

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and 
heaven.  

He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel who are close 
to him. Praise the Lord!  

Epistle Lesson: Colossians 3:12-17 

 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord* has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of 
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Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the 
word of Christ* dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude 
in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.* 17And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:41-52 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started 
to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he 
was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their 
relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After 
three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. When 
his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, ‘Child, why have you treated 
us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to them, 
‘Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’ But they 
did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and 
was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.  

 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon    “Day Two of the Twelve Days of Christmas” Pastor Shari McCourt 

In the Christian church we are celebrating Christmastide or the season of Christ’s mass. It is 

known as The Twelve Days of Christmas. This is the festive Christian season, began on Christmas 

Day. The Twelfth Day of Christmas falls on 5 January. The Twelve Days of Christmas are 

immediately followed by the Feast of the Epiphany, which celebrates the visit of the Wise Men (Magi) 

and their bringing of gifts to the child Jesus. We will celebrate Epiphany on January 2nd. 

Just for today, and the rest of this season we celebrate God’s greatest gift to us by giving of 

God’s self through God’s only son Jesus. God loves us so much that God came through his Son 

Jesus born as a tiny infant. Our all omnipotent God came into this world as a helpless child. His 

mother Mary was his first servant as she cared for him as he grew into a man. God making every 

attempt for all of humanity to identify with Jesus by having him enter our world as we did in total 

humility in our birthday suit from a woman. This small infant fulfilled scripture that had been 

prophesied for centuries. The saying the good things come in small packages is true. Jesus 

incarnated to bring hope, joy, freedom, peace, truth, and most of all unconditional love of God for all 

of God’s people. 

 There is an old hymn that many of us grew up singing called, The Twelve Days of Christmas.”  

This is a hymn that was written in code due to teaching the Catholic faith in England in the sixteenth 

century was outlawed. This caused the church teachings to be taught underground. Many people did 

not read at that time. Singing is a means of remembering, and has been used throughout history.   It 

is a hymn, if decoded, could be used to help us grow in our faith, and rededicate our lives to living 
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and serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Each day during Christmastide, one verse could 

be sung or read and meditate on the symbolism represented. Ace Collins book, Stories Behind the 

Great Traditions of Christmas, teaches the meaning of each day: 

“One the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me….a partridge in a pear tree. 

The partridge in a pear tree represents Jesus, the Son of God, whose birthday we 

celebrate on the first day of Christmas. Christ is symbolically presented as a mother 

partridge, the only bird that will die to protect its young. 

On the second day of Christmas my true love gave to me…two turtledoves. These twin 

birds represent the Old and New Testaments. So in this gift, the singer finds the 

complete story of the Judeo-Christian faith and God’s plan for the world. The doves are 

a roadmap that is available to everyone. 

On the third day of Christmas my true love gave to me…three French hens. These birds 

represent faith, hope, and love. This gift harkens back to 1 Corinthians 13, the love 

chapter written by Paul. 

On the fourth day of Christmas my true love gave to me…four calling birds. One of the 

easiest facets of the song’s code to figure out, these fowl are the four Gospels—

Matthew, Mark Luke, and John. 

On the fifth day of Christmas my true love gave to me…five golden rings. The gift of the 

rings represents the first five books of the Old Testament, known as the Torah or the 

Pentateuch. 

On the sixth day of Christmas my true love gave to me…six geese a-laying. These lyrics 

can be traced back to the first story found in the Bible. Each egg is a day in creation, a 

time when the world was “hatched” or formed by God. 

On the seventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me…seven swans a-swimming. 

It would take someone quite familiar with the Bible to identify this gift. Hidden in the 

code are the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhortation, 

giving, leading, and compassion. As swans are one of the most beautiful and graceful 

creatures on earth, they would seem the perfect symbol for the spiritual gifts. 

On the eighth day of Christmas my true love gave to me…eight maids a-milking. As 

Christ came to save even the lowest of the low, this gift represents the ones who would 

receive his word and accept his grace. Being a milkmaid was about the worst job one 

could have in England during this period; this code conveyed that Jesus cared as much 

about servants as he did those of royal blood. The eight who were blessed included the 

poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, and those who are 

persecuted for righteousness sake. 
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On the ninth day of Christmas my true love gave to me…nine ladies dancing. These 

nine dancer were really the gifts known as the fruit of the Spirit. These fruits are love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

On the tenth day of Christmas my true love gave to me…ten lords a-leaping. This is 

probably the easiest gift to understand. As lords were judges and in charge of the law, 

this code for the Ten Commandments was fairly straightforward to Catholics. 

On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me…eleven pipers piping. This 

is almost a trick question, as most think of the disciples in terms of a dozen. But when 

Judas betrayed Jesus and committed suicide, there were only eleven men who carried 

out the gospel message. 

On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love gave to me…twelve drummers drumming. 

The final gift is tied directly to the Catholic Church. The drummers are the twelve points 

of doctrine in the Apostles’ Creed. I believe in God the Father almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 

hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at  

the right hand of God the Father almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the living 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen.” 

(Collins pp.182-184) 

     This hymn is not a silly hymn, or secular in anyway. Like many traditions of the season, the world 

has twisted it away from its original meaning. Collins refers to The Twelve Days of Christmas as “a 

refreshing reminder of the essential elements of Christian faith.” Today is day two of the twelve days 

of Christmas. I encourage you and your families to keep these days holy, seek wisdom, and spiritual 

growth in these days and all the days of our lives. Amen.  

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 

DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                   UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer (1 Samuel 2, Colossians 3) 
Holy and Beloved One, we thank you for the amazing gifts you give to us: love and kindness, 
mercy and grace, abilities and strengths, talents and tools, even our material wealth. Receive 
these gifts we return to you. Receive our willing hearts, ready to answer your call and live in 
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your love. Bless these gifts, and bless us as we give of ourselves, even as you bless those 
who receive our offering. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.  
      
Closing Hymn     “Go Tell It on the Mountain”      UMH 251 
 
Refrain      1.  While shepherds kept their watching 
Go, tell it on the mountain,    o’er silent flocks by night 
over the hills and everywhere;   behold throughout the heavens 
go, tell it on the mountain,    there shown a holy light. 
that Jesus Christ was born.   Refrain 
 
2. The shepherds     3.  Down in a lowly manger 
feared and trembled,    the humble Christ was born, 
when lo! above the earth,    and God sent us salvation 
rang out the angel chorus     that blessed Christmas morn. 
that hailed the Savior’s birth.    Refrain 
Refrain 
 
BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Beloved of God, go forth to love God’s world. 
Friends of Christ, go forth to befriend others. 
Blessed of the Spirit, go forth to be a blessing. 
Amen. 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 
 


