Johnsville United Methodist Church
Union Bridge, MD
Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal
relationship with God and to share His word and His love with the larger community.
PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION
6 th Sunday of Easter – May 17, 2020
* Please stand, as able.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Opening Hymn

"Love Divine, All Loves Excelling"

1. Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down;
fix in us thy humble dwelling;
all thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation;
enter every trembling heart.
3. Come, Almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
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2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast!
Let us all in thee inherit;
Let us find that second rest.
Take away our bent to sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
Set our hearts at liberty.
4. Finish, then, thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be.
Let us see thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in thee;
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love and praise.

Call to Worship
One: The Christ said, "No longer do I call you servants; but now I call you my friends."
Many: Let us sing praises to God, and live in love and friendship toward the human
family, through Jesus the Christ. Amen.
Opening Prayer
New every morning is your mercy, O God; your faithfulness is as boundless as the
heavens. We gather to worship you, thankful for all your gifts. We thank you that
Jesus, in dying and rising for us, has overcome the power of sin and death. Help us
to accept the freedom Christ offers us, through your presence among us. In the
name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
Gracious Lord, Sometimes your ways are a mystery to us. When we cry out in desperation,
we don’t really expect you to hear our prayers. When we do the “right” thing, it just seems like
par for the course. When we doubt or deny your presence, forgive us, O God. Open the eyes
of our hearts so that we might see you more clearly and hear you. Open us and fill us with
your Holy Spirit until our cups run over with your truth, mercy and grace. Help us to be a
beam of your light into the world. Send your Holy Spirit to those who suffer, are over worked,
are under worked, who are alone, and those who do not know your Son, Jesus. Be with those
who are called to make decisions in leadership that they will be guided by Your Spirit. We
pray all of these things in Jesus name who taught us to pray…
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn

"The Gift of Love"

UMH 408

1. Though I may speak with bravest fire,
and have the gift to all inspire,

2. Though I may give all I possess,
and striving so my love profess,

and have not love, my words are vain,
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

but not be given by love within,
The profit soon turns strangely thin.

3. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,
our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
by this we worship, and are freed.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
EPISTLE LESSONS:

Acts 17:22-31

22Then

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely
religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown
god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made
the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines
made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he
made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and
the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and
perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For
‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,
‘For we too are his offspring.’ 29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.
30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead.”
1 Peter 3:13-22
13Now

who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated,
15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone
who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you;
16yet

do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it
is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.
18For

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also
he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few,
that is, eight persons, were saved through water.
21And

baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body,
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and
powers made subject to him.
GOSPEL LESSON:

John 14:15-21

15”If

you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he
abides with you, and he will be in you.
18”I

will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer
see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that
I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and
keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I
will love them and reveal myself to them.”
Response to Scriptures:
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
Sermon

“Alone Only By Choice”

Rev. Shari McCourt

I am excited about today’s text from John. I love the Gospel of John. We often hear
these words from John at funerals, when we are not always in the best place emotionally to
absorb its instruction, and hope for us individually, and as a community. Today is part two of
a three part, what is called, Jesus, farewell discourse. So . . . what does that mean… right?
One day Jesus and the disciples were sitting around talking with one another when
Jesus is tried to tell them that he will be leaving them soon. Jesus really loved his disciples.
He made several attempts using different means to describe to them that very soon he will
not be with them. The text that comes just before today’s text important for setting the stage
for part two, because it is within the same conversation from the beginning of chapter 14.
Jesus begins by saying, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, Believe also in
me.”
The part that we remember most from funerals is this next section. Jesus continued,
“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places, or rooms or mansions. If it were not
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to myself, so that where I am, there you will be also. And you know the way to the place
where I am going.”
Thomas is so relatable, because Thomas asked questions that we might ask if we
were there. He asked the practical, down to earth questions. Thomas asked, “Lord, we do
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
Jesus gave an answer that had to be difficult for the disciples to receive, and
understand because they had followed everywhere he went preaching and healing. Jesus
answered, “I am the way, and the truth and the life.” This answer caused quite a bit of
discussion and questions. Jesus continued to explain to the disciples the importance of
believing in him and God. This brings us to today’s text in that same conversation, Jesus

instructs the disciples the way to be with him is to love him and keep his commandments, to
love and to obey.
Jesus truly loved his disciples and did not want them to worry or be afraid of what
would happen to them or their community after he was gone. So he explained to them that
he would ask God, his father, to send them the Advocate. An advocate is understood to be
our counselor and comforter. The Greek word is Paraclete, which means “called to the side
of.” Jesus asked for the sending of the Holy Spirit, which was important enough to appear in
all four gospel texts. This is based on fulfilment of scripture from Deuteronomy and Leviticus.
Jesus said to them, “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me and I in you. They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”
One day when, I worked as a chaplain in a hospital, I was called in to the emergency
room late evening. A man in his mid-seventies had passed suddenly from a heart attack. He
was an African American man. I found out later a pastor of a non-denominational church in
the area. His son was a pastor. His son-in-law was a pastor. One of his daughters was on a
church staff as part of the ministry team. The patient’s family, including his wife, were very
strong Christians. When the son arrived, I introduced myself as the chaplain on duty. He
told me that he was a pastor, and the way he explained himself, I understood that he was
having difficulty with knowing what do with me, and how I might help. I am also a woman
which made it even more difficult for him within his spiritual background. The Lord gave me
the words from today’s text to describe myself to him as an advocate for the family to be with
them as they grieved. The Spirit guided and made the way straight to make space for them
in the busy hospital. They needed time to help the family come to terms with the man’s
sudden death. The son agreed that I could be with them. During the four hours I spent with
this family, there was a steady stream of family members coming from as far as Virginia and
Harrisburg, PA. Also parishioners and friends from the community came. There was a
running stream of twenty-five to thirty-five people coming and going. I escorted people from
the family room to the room where the patient’s body laid. In their tradition, it was important
to see the body immediately in order to make peace with the death of the beloved community
leader.
I sat with the patient’s wife and other members of the family who lived in the home with
him. They all shared stories of how he made comments the days before his death of how his
time with them was very short. They did not know of any physical reason for his claims; but
he was insistent on how they were to carry on after he was no longer with them. He
instructed them to continue to keep their faith in God above all things, and continue the
ministry of the church. They were to love one another, and not to waste their time on
conflicts, because it caused division and loneliness. He also told them that conflicts would
distract them from their belief, loving God, and keeping God’s commandments.
I went back to the patient’s room to check on the son. He was having a very difficult
time. It was easy to see how much he loved and respected his father. He shared with me

that he didn’t know how he could ever live up to what his dad was. This son was truly
distraught about how to carry on, and go forward, not just for the family but for the faith
community.
I am no different than the rest of you, and may not even be as pious as some of you. I
have no magic words to say at times like one, but I do have a great desire to be of service to
God, and desire is all that it takes. The words from Jesus came to me, not because I
memorize scripture, but because the Advocate that Jesus spoke of is always present with us,
and in us to call upon. The words were given to me, ‘Your father’s love and the Spirit your
father loved is always with you and will give you the words, the strength and the courage to
go forward from this moment. His genes are your genes, and the God he loves is the God
you love. You are not alone.” The son hugged me and cried, and told me that he was glad
that he had not sent the Advocate away in his grief. He was glad that he made the right
choice. It was a privilege for me to have been with this family as they lived out this text as
the word was made flesh. The Spirit of Christ was with them and in them as they ministered
to one another.
The message today is one of hope, and one of God’s grace. The challenge for us is
that we live in the world, and the stuff of life often distracts us from this very message of
hope. How many of you have ever lost a job? How many of you have ever moved from one
home to another? How many of you have ever experienced the loss of a friend? The loss of
a parent? The loss of a spouse? The loss of anyone who was close to you either by death
or they moved away? Some of us have experienced loss of the ability to do things that we
used to do. These losses often make us feel isolated or alone. We can easily feel orphaned
as if there is no one that can possibly understand how we feel.
The sermon title is, “Alone Only by Choice.” We have a choice of how we carry on
through the stuff of life individually and as a community. It is easy for us to become
distracted especially when we suffer loss. It is easy for all of us to look at the
commandments, and start splitting hairs on how we might get around them to get what we
think will fill the empty, orphaned place inside of us.
Jesus sent the Advocate the Spirit to be with us and give us faith when we lack faith, if
we will only ask for it. Nothing can separate us from the love of God, but the way in which we
keep that love, and live that love is by keeping the commandments. I have been asked on
more than one occasion how we are supposed to keep God’s commandments. I believe it is
a very valid question. If we keep the commandment which Jesus gave us, then we keep all
of the other commandments. This commandment in the book of John is found in chapter
13:34-35 “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.” John Wesley taught us to remember this in three words,
Believe, Love, and Obey.
I have expressed how impressed I am with the witness you have of your love of Jesus
Christ in the way that you minister to one another. Many of you have been good to set goals
of attending to the Body of Christ by calling, sending emails, text messages and cards to one
another. The Spirit of God is within you! I encourage you to continue to love one another in

all that you do so that none of one feels abandoned by God during the stuff of life. Continue
to reach out into the neighborhood around you and invite the community in the doors so that
they too may experience the grace upon grace of the Holy Spirit whom Jesus has sent to be
our advocate. Loving one another is not an act of denying one’s self but the giving of one’s
self as Jesus gave himself for us and our salvation.
I will close with a quote that a friend sent to me. "Every one of us alone has the power
to direct the course of our lives by choosing what actions we will or won't take. While
sometimes it's easier to believe you don't have a choice, the reality is that you always have a
choice to behave differently." The quote was by ~Francine Ward. Let us choose to Believe,
Love, and Obey, and share it with a world in need of His hope! Amen.
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church.
As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.
Even though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need
to meet. The mailbox will be checked daily. The address is: Johnsville United
Methodist Church, 11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791
Doxology:

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Offering Prayer (Psalm 66, John 14)
God of love, you are present in all things. Be present to a hurting world in these gifts.
Help us use this offering to create a community of love and a place of belonging for all
people. Help us reach those who seek, and those who doubt. Use these gifts to help
people know the blessings of being your beloved children. Amen.
Closing Hymn

"Lord, I Want to Be a Christian"

1. Lord, I want to be a Christian
in my heart, in my heart;
Lord, I want to be a Christian
in my heart. (in my heart)
In my heart, (in my heart)
in my heart, (in my heart)
Lord, I want to be a Christian
in my heart. (in my heart)

2. Lord, I want to be more loving
in my heart, in my heart;
Lord, I want to be more loving
in my heart. (in my heart)
In my heart, (in my heart)
in my heart (in my heart)
Lord, I want to be more loving
in my heart. (in my heart.)
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3. Lord, I want be more holy
in my heart, in my heart;
Lord, I want to be more holy
in my heart. (in my heart)
In my heart, (in my heart)
in my heart, (in my heart)
Lord, I want to be more holy
in my heart. (in my heart)

4. Lord, I want to be like Jesus
in my heart, in my heart;
Lord, I want to be like Jesus
in my heart. (in my heart.)
In my heart, (in my heart)
in my heart, (in my heart)
Lord, I want to be like Jesus
in my heart. (in my heart)

BENEDICTION
Go forth and live your belief, love and obedience in the Lord. Share the hope we have in Him!

