
                     
Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
Pentecost Sunday – May 31, 2020 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Opening Hymn     “Holy, Holy”              TFWS 2039 

1. Holy holy, holy holy,      2.  Gracious Father, gracious Father, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty;     we’re so blest to be your children, gracious Father, 
and we lift our hearts before you               and we lift our hearts before you 
as a token of our love,      as a token of our love, 
holy, holy, holy, holy.      gracious Father, gracious Father. 
 
3. Precious Jesus, precious Jesus    4. Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
we’re so glad that you’ve redeemed us,     come and fill our hearts anew,  
precious Jesus;       Holy Spirit; 
and we lift our hearts before you     and we lift our hearts before you 
as a token of our love,      as a token of our love, 
precious Jesus, precious Jesus.     Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit. 
 

5. Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
hallelujah, hallelujah; 

and we lift our hearts before you 
as a token of our love, 
hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 



Call to Worship: Call to Worship (Acts 2, Ps 104) 

One: With rushing wind and holy fire . . .  

Many: Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

One: With tongues of flame and hopes rekindled . . .  

Many: Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

One: With visions birthed and dreams restored . . . 

Many: Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

One: With spacious grace and depth untold . . .  

Many: Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

One: With rushing wind and holy fire . . .  

Many: Come, Holy Spirit, come.   

Opening Prayer (Acts 2, 1 Cor. 12, John 7) 

 Spirit of Pentecost, blow open the doors of our shut up hearts, and set our tongues free to 

proclaim your praise. Bestow your gifts on all people, that our youth may have visions, our 

elders may dream dreams, and our sons and daughters may prophesy. Blow into our lives, 

and renew us as a people of faith, that we may find the strength and courage to be the people 

you call us to be. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession (Acts 2, Ps 104, 1 Cor. 12, John 7)  

Spirit of wind and flame, you set us free from prisons of our own making, yet we cling to the 

fears that jail us. Source of living water, you draw us to Christ, that our hearts may overflow 

with living water, yet we shun the intimacy of your invitation. Come once more in rushing wind 

and cleansing fire, that we may embrace your gifts in service to a world in need. Amen. 

Words of Assurance (Acts 2, Ps 104) God sends forth the Holy Spirit and the face of the earth is 

renewed. God sends this same Spirit to us, that we too may be renewed and made whole. Rejoice, 

sisters and brothers, God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Prayers of the People   

Spirit of gentleness, 
whisper words of assurance and mercy to us. 
As we reflect upon the many ways 
that we do not live out the new life you offer, 
forgive us. 
Refresh us to be your people. 
Renew us to be your Church. 
Rebirth the hope and faith that help us live 
as children of vision and parents of wisdom. 
Strengthen our courage 



to be brothers and sisters of Christ 
in unity and love with all of creation. 
All who call upon God’s holy name are saved. 
As we call, God hears;  
We call on you now for healing . . .  
God loves; God forgives. 
In the name of Christ, we are all forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! 

We give you thanks and praise for the joys in our lives  . . . . 

Thank you Gracious One for your Spirit that is with us always.  Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

*Hymn        “Spirit Song”       UMH 347 

1. O let the Son of God enfold you 
with his Spirit and his love. 

Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 
O let him have the things that hold you, 

and his Spirit like a dove 
will descend upon your life and make you whole. 

 
Refrain 

Jesus, O Jesus, 
come and fill your lambs. 

Jesus, O Jesus, 
come and fill your lambs. 

 
2. O come and sing this song with gladness 

as your hearts are filled with joy. 
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name. 

O give him all your tears and sadness; 
give him all your years of pain, 

and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name. 
 

Refrain 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson:       Psalm 104:24-34, 35b                  UMH 826  

RESPONSE:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, who rules all creation. 

ONE:  24 O Lord, how manifold are your works! 

ALL:  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

ONE:  25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 



ALL:  creeping things innumerable are there, living things both small and great. 

ONE:  26 There go the ships, and Leviathan whom you formed to play in it. 

ALL:  27 These all look to you, to give them their food in due season. 

ONE:  28 When you give to them, they gather it; 

ALL:  when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 

ONE:  29  When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 

ALL:  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 

ONE:  30  When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 

ALL:  and you renew the face of the ground. 

ONE:  31  May the glory of the Lord endure for ever, may the Lord rejoice in his works, 

ALL:  32  who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains 

 and they smoke! 

ONE:  33  I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 

ALL:  I will sing praises to my God while I have being. 

ONE:  34  May my meditation be pleasing to the Lord in whom I rejoice. 

ONE:  Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

ALL:  Praise the Lord!   R 

RESPONSE:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, who rules all creation. 

Epistle Lessons: Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability.  

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  

6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 
in the native language of each.  

7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  

8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  

9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia,  



10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes,  

11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 
12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  

13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”  

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  

15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  

16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  

18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy.  

19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 
smoky mist.  

20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great 
and glorious day.  

21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’  

Romans 8:22-27  

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience.  

26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  

27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  

Gospel Lesson: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes 
from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me 
from the beginning.  

4But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I told you 
about them. 



‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.  

5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you going?”  

6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.  

7Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  

8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about* sin and righteousness and judgement: 
9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the 
Father and you will see me no longer;  

11about judgement, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.  

12 ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  

13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, 
but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  

14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  

15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: “The Advocate Is in Our Midst”  Pastor Shari McCourt 

Happy Pentecost! I love all of the red and bright colors that we wear when we are together on 

this Sunday. When I was in my youth, which was last week, all of the churches I have ever attended 

have always worn bright red, orange and gold to represent the tongues of fire coming down on the 

congregation by the Holy Spirit. It is an exciting day because it is Pentecost!  Pentecost means the 

50th day. 

So today is the final celebration of The Great 50 days we know as the season of Easter! The 

50th day is was used by Diaspora Jews as a celebration of the harvest festival. It was called the 

“Feast of Weeks” It is very apropos that we are breaking bread together in celebration. Today’s 

celebration is truly a summary of the season of Easter. It is a day that we celebrate the new-birth we 

have in Jesus through his resurrection in the life to come but also in the new life we celebrate 

happening right now through Christ! This is a day to celebrate and party! 

Our text from Romans talks about this great birthing process that we have been going through 

and so has all of God’s creation. Jesus death and resurrection signal’s the new life we all celebrate in 

Him and through Him. We often think about today as the birth of the church. We do celebrate this new 

birth today, but the church had already begun with the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, working in and 
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through Jesus disciples. Today we celebrate the new life and new birth present in the church through 

the Holy’s Spirit’s work through us as Christ’s church. 

Jesus had spoken about the work and presence of the Advocate in many texts before those 

listed today. The interesting thing about the famous text from Acts the one we often think of as “The” 

text for Pentecost is that all of the people were together at one time in one place. They were all there 

when the sound of the rushing wind filled the entire house where they were sitting. Tongues of fire 

appeared among them and one rested on each one of those present. The text says that they were 

filled with the Holy Spirit! They began to speak in others languages as they were given the ability. 

Have any of you ever been in church when this is acted out and people read this text in other 

languages? It is beautiful! I have done this in my previous congregations. If you just listen to the 

sound and have the experience without trying to follow along to the scripture--wow! It is so cool! 

Pentecost is a celebration of the fulfillment of prophesy and an answer to the prayers that had 

been prayed. Today we celebrate God’s faithfulness to us as a people as they did back in the early 

church. We celebrate the ways in which God has poured out God’s Spirit on us, and on God’s people 

with great faithfulness. We celebrate the ways that we truly live out our discipleship, as we are guided 

by our Advocate, God’s Holy Spirit. All of the text point out that we are to be grateful for the gifts we 

are given as a community. We are to be grateful for the ways in which the Spirit washes us clean, 

renews us, and makes us whole, not for ourselves, but instead for one another and for the 

community that we are called to serve. 

I was 14 years old, when I was baptized not in church, but by the Holy Spirit alone. I was such 

a hard sell on the idea of a belief in God, church, Christianity.   I began going to church to get out of 

working with my Dad on Sunday mornings.  Dad was very difficult to work with and was very rough on 

both my brother and me. I went to church because a bus from the Church of the Nazarene came and 

picked me up every Sunday morning. Sometimes my brother, Erwin, would go with me. That church, 

and the people in the church, loved me like I was one of them. I have always asked a lot of questions, 

especially when I am new to things. I just wanted to understand. Those in the church never minded 

helping me to learn. This church made sure that I could attend all things offered for my age, retreats; 

Wednesday evening services, youth meetings and dinners. I loved being a part of something that was 

bigger than my small view of the world. I assure you that I was not a Christian before attending. This 

church loved me just as I was.  

One day while on retreat in the Pacific Northwest beside a lake all alone, a tongue from the 

Holy Spirit fell on me. It was much like seeing video clips of my life, witnessing all of the ways that the 

Advocate had been interceding for my sake, and on my behalf.  I cried uncontrollably until I felt 

washed clean from my sin by the Holy Spirit. Then I felt the joy and peace that passes all 

understanding fill my soul, until I could want for nothing more than to live my life as a disciple of 

Christ. 

Today it is important for us to celebrate and share with one another the many ways that we 

see the Holy Spirit working in our lives. How did you come into your faith? How is the Spirit working in 

your life right now? In our sharing with one another, it gives us hope, and joy. Let us be about 

witnessing the Spirit’s presence in our lives. Amen. 

 



OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD      
  

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

Doxology:   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Offering Prayer (Psalm 104, John 15) 
O God, how amazing are the works of your creation, the gift of your presence in our lives and 
in our world! We praise you and thank you, even as we return a portion of these gifts to you. 
Send forth your Spirit in and through these gifts, 
that your loving presence may be felt and known through every ministry, every life, and every 
need touched by these gifts. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn    “I Will Call Upon the Lord”   TFWS 2002 

 

Part 1 (melody)     Part 1 
I will call upon the Lord    So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
Part 2 (echo)      Part 2 (echo) 
I will call upon the Lord    So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
Part 1       All 
who is worthy to be praised.    I will call upon the Lord. 
 Part 2 
who is worthy to be praised. 
 

Refrain 
The Lord liveth, 

and blessed be the Rock; 
and let the God 

of my salvation be exalted. 
The Lord liveth, 

and blessed be the Rock; 
and let the God 

of my salvation be exalted. 
 
BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

 

With the rushing wind and holy fire, go forth in the power of the living God. Let us go forth as new 

creations in God’s Holy Spirit! 


