
                     
Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     June 28, 2020 – Fourth Sunday of Pentecost               

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE       “There’s a Quiet Understanding” (Tedd Smith) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
*Opening Hymn         “If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee”          UMH 142  

1. If thou but suffer God to guide thee, 
and hope in God through all thy ways, 

God will give strength, whate’er betide thee, 
and bear thee through the evil days. 
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love 

builds on the rock that naught can move. 
 

2. Only be still, and wait God’s leisure 
in cheerful hope, with heart content 

to take whate’er thy Maker’s pleasure 
and all-discerning love hath sent; 

we know our inmost wants are known, 
for we are called to be God’s own. 

 



3. Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways unswerving; 
so do thine own part faithfully, 

and trust God’s word; though undeserving, 
thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 
God never yet forsook at need 

the soul that trusted God indeed. 

*Call to Worship (Gen 22, Rom 6, Matt 10)  

One: The Holy One calls us to trust God’s steadfast love. With our ancestor Abraham, we say: 

Many:  “Here I am.”  

One: The Holy One calls us to be guided by prophets. With the first followers of Jesus, we say: Many: 

“Here I am.”  

One; The Holy One calls us into eternal life. With the Gospel writers, we say:  

Many: “Here I am.” Let us worship the God who calls us. Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer (Matt 10)  

Wellspring of Grace, Teacher of Truth, Breath of Resurrection, you welcome us into your life, 

and invite us to welcome others with a cup of water, a bite of bread, a moment of 

conversation. As we drink from the overflowing spring of your endless love, fill our hearts 

with thanksgiving and joy, that we may become the body of Christ pouring our lives into a 

world that yearns to be filled. Amen. 

Special Music             “Higher Ground” (Gabriel) 

   Owen Merryman, singer, Ed Merryman, guitar, Diane Jones, keys 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Holy Spirit, our reading from Psalm 13 speaks words that we sometime feel. We understand that 
these words are old, old, and yet they convey some of the words that we say. We thank you for 
hearing the thoughts and meditations of our soul. You are a safe place to share. We trust in your 
steadfast love. Hear our silent confessions of the places where we have missed the mark of our 
discipleship…. We trust that through your Son Jesus we have been forgiven. Wash us clean, and 
make us new in Him. We ask that you be with all who are ill, or suffering in way. Be with those who 
have lost their jobs or are now only part-time. You are our hope! We pray all these things in Jesus’ 
name who taught us to pray by saying…  
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

*Hymn           “Be Still, My Soul”         UMH 534  

1. Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side. 
Bear patiently the cross of grief and pain; 
leave to your God to order and provide; 
in every change God faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend 
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 



2. Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 
to guide the future, as in ages past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
the Christ who ruled them while he dwelt below. 

 

3. Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 
when we shall be forever with the Lord, 

when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

PSALTER READING (Psalm 13) 

1How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?  

2How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day long? How long shall my 
enemy be exalted over me?  

3Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death,  

4and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; my foes will rejoice because I am shaken.  

5But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.  

6I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me.        

Genesis 22:1-18 

22After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2He 
said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.”  
3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, 
and his son Isaac;  
he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had 
shown him.  
4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away.  
5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey;  
the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.”  
6Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the 
fire and the knife.  
So the two of them walked on together.  
7Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” 
 He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  
8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”  
So the two of them walked on together.  



 
9When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the 
wood in order.  
He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  
10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son.  
11But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.”  
12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, 
since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”  
13And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took 
the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.  
14So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the 
Lord it shall be provided.”  
 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:       “Understanding God’s Ways can be Challenging”          Pastor Shari McCourt 

 

When God’s sign up clip board comes around to volunteer-- I try to avoid volunteering for 

TESTING. Today’s story of Abraham and Isaac is a dramatic story, that has caused people 

throughout the ages to wonder why? We hear in the reading that Abraham has already lost his other 

son Ismael. And now, God is instructing him to sacrifice his first born son Isaac. What is up with that? 

Why does God do things like this? Abraham was a faithful man right? This is what we have read in 

the Bible. Abraham was like many of us here. He had a pretty good relationship with God. God also 

asked him to do a lot of things.  

Well, I went back to read about Abraham’s relationship with God. God had theological 

conversations with Abraham regarding the outcome of Sodom and Gomorrah. And yet, he did not 

always trust God’s promises Chapter 17:17, he fell on his face laughed and said to himself, “Can a 

child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Can Sarah who is 90 years old, bear a child?” In 

Chapter 20:11, in front of outsiders, Abraham said, “I did it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of God 

at all in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’” This statement questioned what God 

knows. 

Abraham is not different from many of us. We hear all of these promises that God has for us,  

and they actually sound like a good idea, but… 

Abraham had been following God. He was a nomad in his life. In some ways we are nomads 

as well going from day to day concerning ourselves over the provisions of the day. Abraham was 

going from place to place. Life could be dangerous going from place to place, situation to situation. 

This could cause anyone to have momentary doubts of faith. 

In this story God goes into great detail with instruction of what Abraham was to do. God said, 

Genesis 22:2“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 

offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” These instructions 

are so very upsetting. We think about how much we love our children. The thought of sacrificing them 



in anyway is a painful thought. Abraham and his wife waited and waited for children to come and they 

were old when they had them. And, God would ask such a thing? 

Genesis 22:3, “3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and 
went to the place in the distance that God had shown him.” I wonder what Abraham was thinking? He 
walked to this place with his son, most likely asking him questions, and he answered them with such 
conviction, that he believed that “The Lord would provide.” Abraham was obedient. He went where he 
was called to go, but how difficult this must have been. He built an altar and tied his son down on it. I 
imagine tears running down his face as he takes the knife out to sacrifice his son, when Genesis 
22:11-12, said, 11the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I 
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” I get hot 
when I read this test of Abraham. The interesting thing is that the text does not say that tears ran 
down his face. He goes through everything that the Lord asks of him…even taking out the knife to kill 
him. His arms in mid-air when the angel of the Lord stops him. 

There have been many times in my life that God has tested me, and you too. When we look 
back in hide sight, we can see where God was present. Sometimes our tests are so great that it may 
take years, and we still may have struggles with ‘where God was at the time, and why like that?’ 

In this story we can see where God, truly, only used this as a test to help Abraham strengthen his 
faith. God never intended to kill Isaac. The test helped Abraham learn that God will provide a way out 
into the future. 

God was not certain of Abraham’s devotion to him. There was much about his behavior and heart 
that caused God to doubt Abraham.  It was not a sick game for God. In our liturgy, for various 
occasions, we give thanks for God’s life in the midst of our lives. God is a living God, who is living and 
learning with us. God did not know for certain how Abraham would respond.  

God had chosen Abraham to bring forth the next generation and generation to come. God was 
taking a risk that Abraham would obey, believe, and love God enough to listen to the angel the Lord, 
who was sent to stop him before he killed off the one who was to provide the off spring promised. 

We often look at this story like God is far off watching with little interest but this is not true. God 
had a lot at stake in this story. God had much in store for Abraham, and he needed him to be ready 
for his calling to bring forth the next generations. 

This story still brings us to wonder if we can trust God. This test was scary! We need to remember 
that God has always intended it as only a “test.” We witness in this story Abraham’s trust of God. He 
demonstrated his trust that God would provide in some way and he would not have to give his only 
son. Although, he was willing to give him if God commanded it. God did provide a ram. The test also 
involved God providing. God met the test!  

So, we might wonder why we would want to praise God for providing when God developed the 
“test” in the first place. This is where we need to finish the story beyond the text provided from this 
week’s lectionary readings. Genesis 22: 14-18, said, “14So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will 
provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’ 15The angel of the 
Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, ‘By myself I have sworn, says the 
Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will indeed 



bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is 
on the seashore.  

And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’” God kept 
God’s promises in more abundance than Abraham would ever imagine. 

God also put his own son Jesus to the test in the Garden of Gethsemane. The New 
Interpreters Bible (Volume I, Abingdon Press, Nashville, pg. 501) said, “Jesus trusted himself to the 
will of God, trusting that God would find a way to be faithful to the promises even in the face of death. 
And God does prove faithful in raising Jesus from the dead.” Hebrews 2:18 says, “Because he 
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.” We don’t 
always understand God’s ways. 

We can understand from this story that God is present with us during the times of trials. God never 
leaves us or stands off in the distance as an uninterested observer. God is living and learning with us. 
God is also vulnerable when we have these times, because God is holding out with faith in us. 

 Our God is worth our trust, love and obedience. God always provides. It may not be what we 
think we are going to get. We need to always remember no matter the challenge we have …God 
sacrificed God’s only Son for us so that we might have hope, peace, love and most of all new life in 
Him.  Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD  
   

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 
 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church,  

11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 

Doxology         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Offering Prayer 

Breath of Resurrection, Wellspring of Grace, Teacher of Truth, we offer you these gifts as tokens of 

our obedient hearts and of our desire to do your will. Amen. 

        
 

 

 



*Closing Hymn     “Cry of My Heart”    TFWS 2165 

 

Refrain 

It is the cry of my heart to follow you.  1.  Teach me your holy ways, O Lord, 

It is the cry of my heart to be close to you. So I can walk in your truth. 

It is the cry of my heart to follow   Teach me your holy ways, O Lord, 

all of the days of my life.    Make me wholly devoted to you. 

       Refrain 

 

2. Open my eyes so I can see 
the wonderful things that you do. 

Open my heart up more and more, 
and make me wholly devoted to you. 

 
Refrain 

  

* BENEDICTION                                 

God’s steadfast love is etched in our souls, may we carry it everywhere and share it with everyone! 

POSTLUDE     “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” (Nagell)              

 

 
 


