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PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME    

 

PRELUDE                                 ”Rescue the Perishing”                                            UMH 591 

                                                                                              

*OPENING HYMN     “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”                    UMH 404 

 

Refrain 

Every time I feel the Spirit    1.  Upon the mountain, my Lord spoke, 

moving in my heart, I will pray.        Out his mouth came fire and smoke. 

Yes, every time I feel the Spirit        All around me looks so shine, 

moving in my heart, I will pray.        If all was mine. 

            Refrain 

 

2. Jordan river runs right cold, 

chills the body, not the soul. 

Ain’t but one train on this track, 

runs to heaven and right back. 

Refrain 

 

Call to Worship   

 Leader: Surely God is in this place!   

    People: How awesome is this place! 

 Leader: This is none other than the house of God!  

 People: And this is the gate of heaven!  



Opening Prayer (Genesis 28, Psalm 139)  

O Lord, you have searched us and known us for all of our lives. We thank you for your 

constant presence. Still, we come to you now, asking that you light our way and guide our 

paths. Descend to us and bless us with knowledge of your presence. Raise our thoughts to 

heavenly heights and grant us your wisdom and your grace. Hold us fast in this time of 

worship, that we may feel your comfort and discern your guidance. Amen. 

 

Special Music   “My Peace” (Routledge) Soloist: Emily Giannakoulias 
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Patient, Loving God, when we gripe, groan and grumble, comfort us and forgive our short comings. 

When we have doubts and feel afraid, comfort us and remind us of your promises. Send your spirit 

to those who suffer from illness, who grieve, and those who need to hear your good news. Use this 

time together where ever we are to replenish our souls and renew our faith. Make us strong in our 

faith of you and your son Jesus who taught us to pray… 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

*Hymn    “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”         UMH 206   

1. I want to walk     Refrain 
as a child of the light.    In him there is no darkness at all. 
I want to follow Jesus.    The night and the day are both alike. 
God set the stars     The Lamb is the light of the city of God, 
to give light to the world.    Shine in my heart, 
The star of my life is Jesus.   Lord Jesus. 
  

2. I want to see     3.  I’m look for the coming of Christ. 
the brightness of God.    I want to be with Jesus. 
I want to look at Jesus.    When we have run  
Clear Sun of Righteousness,   with patience the race, 
shine on my path,     we shall know 
and show me the way to the Father.  The joy of Jesus. 
Refrain      Refrain 
 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24   

Response Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts. 

ONE:  1O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 

ALL:  2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

ONE:  3You searched out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 



ALL:   4Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it altogether. 

ONE:  5You pursue me behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 

ALL:  6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain it.   R 

Response Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts. 

ONE:  7 Whither shall I go from your spirit? 

ALL:  Or whither shall I flee from your presence? 

ONE:  8If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

ALL:  9If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea. 

ALL:  10even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 

ONE:  11If I say, “Let only darkness cover me, and the light about me be night,” 

ALL:  12even the darkness is not dark to you, the night is bright as the day; for darkness                     

is as light with you.  R 

Response Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts. 

ONE:  23Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts; 

ALL:  24and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! R 

Response Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts. 

Epistle Lesson: Romans 8:12-25 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13for if 
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 
you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  

17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so 
that we may also be glorified with him. 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing 
for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will 
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 
hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

24 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who 
sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds 



among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 
weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you 
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 28He answered, “An 
enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” 29But 
he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of 
them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’  

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ 37He answered, ‘The one who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up 
with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect 
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of 
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears* listen!  

Sermon:          “Bringing Them Home into God’s Family”         Pastor Shari McCourt 

 

During the time of lockdown, I have had opportunities to watch an occasional movie, television 

program, or documentary. Recently, I found a movie on Netflix called, “The Healer.” Well, I had to 

watch it! 

It was about a young man in his thirties, who was an absolute mess. He had a gambling 

problem, he was having multiple affairs, and he had accrued substantial debt. If that was not bad 

enough, his trusted employee was tired of him stealing from his own business, called, “The Healer,” 

so the employee quit. This mess of a young man was given a chance for a new life. Many times when 

people are a total mess, they are used to the chaos, and do not desire a new life. Like this man, they 

do not know God and have no desire to know God. 

The man in the story had his debts paid for him in exchange for traveling from his home in 

England to a small community in Nova Scotia. He was to live there for one year, in a home that was 

provided for him. His long, lost, uncle was the benefactor. The uncle explained to the young man that 

he was a disgrace to the family and hoped that he would, try to pull himself together, and discover his 

life’s purpose. The uncle stated clearly that the young man’s behavior would lead to his death, if he 

continued the way he was going. The young man had a “do over.”  An opportunity that many never 

get, was placed in his lap, but he was not certain that he wanted it. After much deliberation, the young 

man decided to take his uncle up on the offer. 

After a short period of time, the young man’s spiritual gift was discovered. The small 

community could see it very clearly, but the young man was oblivious. He was convinced that the 

community was a bit crazy. The good vicar along with the community, asked him to stay and use his 

gift for the good of all. The young man refused. He did not want people to bother him. He did not want 

a relationship with them. And, he struggled to believe God had given him a gift. The young man was 

told that if he did not accept his gift by a certain time, that he would lose it. None the less, the young 

man, refused his gift. 
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As time went on, he began to address his personal challenges, hurts, and disappointments, 

then the young man came to believe that his life and gifts could make a difference. His help came 

from the community. The very people that he pushed away, affirmed him. You could see how the 

Spirit had worked to help the man find belief in his unbelief. 

When the young man progressed to the point that he wanted his gift back, he was desperate to 

have his many questions answered. He went to the church to look for the vicar, and banged on the 

door of the church. The young man wanted the vicar to talk to God for him to fix the mess he had 

made by refusing his spiritual gift. He regretted how many people’s lives could have been influenced 

if he had not tossed away what God had given him 

This new chance at life was a challenge. He had to learn to think of others, and see that he 

was called into a community of faith, with support that he never imagined. He wanted to have 

guidance, and help, that in his old life he never thought he needed. This story made me think of the 

scripture lessons for this day. 

The reading from Psalm 139, talks about how God knows everything about us. Every thought 

we have, God knows before we speak it. Even though God knows, God wants to be present with us 

regardless. God wants to listen to us. The young man in the story did not understand, that God had 

been with him the whole time, that he was leading a life that would lead to death. God’s hand had 

been on him and protected him. Some of us may have had times in our lives when we were on a path 

that was not of God. The only way back to God is to repent. Psalm 139:23-24, said, “Search me, O 

God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. See if there is any wicked way in me, and 

lead me in the way everlasting.”  As the community prayed for the young man, we also need to pray 

for those who are wayward that they will come to know Him. They will have the courage to ask God to 

search them, know them and place a right heart within them. 

 Romans 8 talks about our adoption into God’s family by Jesus and all he has done for us. We 

are all needed in God’s family. We all have gifts that are to be used to His glory. We are called to pray 

for one another, and affirm one another in the family of God.  We are to demonstrate our faith in the 

hope of Jesus Christ that others may come into the family and have new life in Him. 

The text from Matthew shared another parable from Jesus. Jesus talks about the Kingdom of 

God, (Matthew 13:24-26), “‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good 

seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared 

as well.” This text reminds us that there are weeds among us. When the young man came to the 

small town he was a weed. He had the chance of a new life handed to him. His debts had been paid, 

but he refused to accept his new life. He wanted nothing to do with the community in which he was 

called to be healed and come into wholeness. 

Jesus did not want the weeds to be weeded out. They were to rub off on one another hoping 

that the good would overcome the evil. It is often easier for us to judge than to believe in the hope 

that God has for His children. We are not called to judge. We are called to will our will to God’s will 

and pray for all of God’s children. What a wonderful celebration we will have when we are all 

together! What joy we will have as God’s family! Let us live affirming one another, loving one another, 

and praying for one another!  We are family, God’s family! Praise be to God! 



OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD    

     Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 
 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist  

Church, 11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
         

Offering Prayer: Lord of our hearts, bless these tithes, offerings and gifts that they may bring others to 

know your son, Jesus. Amen. 

 

* Closing Hymn            “We All Are One in Mission”                                    TFWS 2243 

 

1. We all are one in mission;   2.  We are all called for service, 

we all are one in call,        to witness in God’s name. 

our varied gifts united        Our ministries are different; 

by Christ, the Lord of all.        Our purpose is the same: 

A single great commission        To touch the lives of others 

compels us from above        by God’s surprising grace, 

to plan and work together        so every folk and nation may 

that all may know Christ’s love.       Feel God’s warm embrace. 

 

              3. Now let us be united, 
                                                  and let our song be heard. 
                                                    Now let us be a vessel 
                                                 for God’s redeeming Word. 

We all are one in mission; 
we all are one in call, 
our varied gifts united 

by Christ, the Lord of all. 
             

* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

May patience pave our path. 
May hope comfort our world. 
And may the love of Jesus Christ guide our lives. 
Go with patience, hope, and love. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE    “Amen, Amen”                                        TFWS 2072 

 


