
 
           Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     August 23, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME       
  
PRELUDE     “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me” (Afro-American) 

 
*OPENING HYMN       “Amazing Grace”          UMH 378 
   

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound     2.  ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
that saved a wretch like me!           And grace my fears relieved; 

     I once was lost, but now am found;          how precious did that grace appear 
     was blind, but now I see.            The hour I first believed. 

 
3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares,    4.  The Lord has promised good to me, 
     I have already come;    his word my hope secures; 
     ’tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,  he will my shield and portion be 
     and grace will lead me home.   As long as life endures. 
 
5. Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,      6.  When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
and mortal life shall cease,    bright shining as the sun, 
I shall possess, within the veil,    we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
a life of joy and peace.     Then when we’d first begun. 
 

 
 
 



Call to Worship  (Romans 12, Matthew 16)  
   Leader: We are called in to this place,   

    People: a place to gather in community and love. 

 Leader: We are called into this body,  

 People: a body that is Christ’s presence here on earth. 

 Leader: We are called into the kingdom of God, 

 People: a kingdom that is here and now.  

Opening Prayer (Rom 12)  
Gracious God, we come this day, to present our minds and bodies to you as a holy and living 
sacrifice. We seek the blessings that come from the renewal of our minds. May we discern 
your will and come to know what is good and acceptable and perfect in your sight. Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC      “The Storm is Passing Over” (Tindley/arr. Baker)         

Select members of Children’s Chorus of Carroll County, directed by Rachel Morgan 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious Loving God, help us, give us the courage and wisdom to step forward to present ourselves 
as holy and living sacrifices in testimony of your love for the world.  Fill us with your grace so that we 
may avoid the temptations of the material world.  We thank you that you call us together into one 
body - your body!   We thank you for the many gifts and talents that you have given us.  Use as you 
will to be your hands and feet in a world that desperately needs the healing love that only you can 
provide.   We thank you for the many blessings we have shared with one another as a living witness 
of your love for us.  Thank you for healing those whom we lift up at this time… 

Now with the confidence of your children we pray the prayer Jesus taught his disciples . . .  

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

*HYMN       “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”              UMH 400 

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing,   2.  Here I raise mine Ebenezer; 
tune my heart to sing thy grace;    hither by thy help I’m come; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing,    and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
call for songs of loudest praise.    Safely to arrive at home. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet,   Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
sung by flaming tongues above.    Wandering from the fold of God; 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,   he, to rescue me from danger, 
mount of thy redeeming love.    Interposed his precious blood. 

 
2.  O to grace how great a debtor 

daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 

bind my wandering heart to thee. 



Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above. 

 
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 16:13-20 

 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?’ 14And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 15He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16Simon 
Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah,* the Son of the living God.’ 17And Jesus answered him, 
‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter,* and on this rock* I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven.’ 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was* the Messiah.* 

Epistle Lesson: Romans 12:1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters,* by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual* worship. 2Do not be conformed to 
this world,* but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will 
of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.*  

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than 
you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God 
has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same 
function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 
7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; 
the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  

Sermon      “The Balancing Act”     Pastor Shari McCourt 

This inquiring mind has been wondering. What kinds of commitments do you have in your 

lives?  Which of these commitments have guidelines that you are to follow? Are the guidelines 

helpful? Are some of the guidelines simply for the sake of the organization? Our text this morning 

from Paul is an interesting set of instructions. Paul wrote these instructions to churches, not one 

specific church he visited or founded but general instructions to church.   

Today begins a three session study from Romans Chapter 12, inspired by God but designed 

through the gifts of the apostle Paul.  In this discourse Paul worked to defend the righteousness of 

God and God’s people. Paul was a pretty smart cookie. He realized that the laws of obedience were 

antiquated, old hat, and they weren’t working!   

 The first two verses of Romans twelve are heavy duty stuff! I found what could be volumes of 

information in the seven Bible commentaries I read in preparation just on these two verses.  But, you 

are in good fortune this morning, because I am called to give you the “skinny” on them!   

The text from Romans 12:1, says, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
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spiritual worship.” Although we have many commitments in our lives, some of which are other 

organizations, church is a temporary organization. Church was designed by God for one specific 

purpose, and that is to make Disciples of Christ in order to bring together God’s children into family so 

that we may experience new life with God. Paul instructs us to become living sacrifices that are holy 

and acceptable to God.   

 Years ago, I was on a spiritual retreat that was different from many other spiritual retreats that I 

had previously attended. One of the things that was repeated over and over again was to claim 

myself as “Holy Ground.’ This was a difficult concept for me to be “Holy Ground.” Many of us struggle 

with how much God loves us, and that we have been claimed as “holy ground.”   

As Paul teaches us to be “holy and living sacrifices” he is telling us that we are holy! We are 

holy because God through Christ made us holy. In baptism we are claimed as God’s own children, we 

are adopted and made holy. We are to live always remembering that we are holy. This can be difficult 

for us because we get distracted and misplace our priorities as we walk through this world.  When we 

live remembering that we are holy, it is a different way of thinking. Paul is very clear on this point that 

we must live our lives with the intention of being present each minute of each day as “holy living 

sacrifices” in worship of our God.   

There is a balancing act we all perform. Romans 12:3 says, “For by the grace given to me I 

say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think 

with sober judgement, each to the measure of faith that God has assigned.” At any moment, we can 

get out of balance with how we perceive ourselves. We need the Spirit’s guidance to help keep in 

line, and keep focused on God using us. Romans 12:4- 8, talks about how we are the Body of Christ 

that has many parts. We are not called to all have the same function, gifts or abilities. 

Years ago there was this wonderful woman. She was up in age, and a beautiful soul. She 

talked about the things that she did for fun, and joked around. We were sitting, waiting together, when 

we began to share our observances of people that passed by us. She knew many people in the 

community. Sometimes people would recognize her and come over and share their lives with her. 

The passers-by shared such interesting stories of the many ways that she had helped them. There 

was not just one way that this woman witnessed her faith to them by her actions. 

Finally, I worked up the nerve to ask her why so many people saw her so very differently, and 

described in such varied ways. This kind, older woman, told me that each morning she woke up, and 

thanked God for that day, that God had made. She dedicated herself to Christ’s service. I asked her, 

‘what words did she use?’ She said I pray this prayer, “I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to 

what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be 

employed by thee or laid aside for thee, Exalted for thee or brought low for thee. Let me be full, let me 

be empty. Let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all things to thy 

pleasure and disposal. And now, O Glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Thou art 

mine, and I am thine.  So be it. And the covenant which I have made on earth, Let it be ratified in 

heaven. Amen.” (A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition, UMH #607) 

I recognized the prayer. I have said many times in church, and I have it printed inside my 

bathroom cabinet. I asked her why it was so important to her. She shared that the most important 

thing for her to do, is to dedicate her life, her will, her gifts and graces to Jesus’ service each, and 



every day, and to live into the privilege of being part of the Body of Christ. The woman claimed that 

people see her in the way that Jesus wanted her to be seen. She didn’t care if she was helping 

someone who was ill by cleaning their house, and picking up their groceries, or if she was used in 

some other way to His glory. This woman had such balance in her life. She was fun, had funny 

stories, joked, liked music, movies, plays, and had favorite sports teams. Most importantly, she had 

Jesus in her life, and lived a balanced life as a holy and living sacrifice. She had hope, peace, joy, 

and over flowed with the love for our Lord. I still think of how the Lord used her in my life as a teacher, 

which was only one of her many spiritual gifts. 

May we all spend a little time each day, all throughout the day rededicating ourselves to His 

will, and His service? Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Offering Prayer  
Christ Jesus, we present ourselves as gifts to you.  We seek to be your body on this earth, and 
to live according to your good and perfect will.  Guide us as your people.  Help us use the gifts 
you have given us, that we might be instruments of your love and grace on this earth.  In your 
holy name, we pray.  Amen. 
 
* CLOSING HYMN      “Take My Life and Let It Be”     UMH 399 

1. Take my life, and let it be    2.  Take my voice and let me sing 
consecrated, Lord, to thee.     Always, only, for my King. 
Take my moments and my days;    Take my lips and let them be 
let them flow in ceaseless praise.    Filled with messages from thee. 
Take my hands, and let them move   Take my silver and my gold; 
at the impulse of thy love.     Not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my feet, and let them be    Take my intellect, and use 
swift and beautiful for thee.     Every power as thou shalt choose. 
 

3. Take my will, and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne. 



Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure-store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee. 

 

* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Let us seek to be God’s blessings in the world. 

We go forth with God’s love and grace! Amen. 

 

* POSTLUDE                            “I’m Bound for the Promised Land” (Stennett) 

 

 

 

 


