
 
           Johnsville United Methodist Church 
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Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     August 9, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE                                              “Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen” (Afro-American) 

                                                               

 

* OPENING HYMN      “Stand By Me”     UMH 512   

  

1. When the storms of life are raging,   2.  In the midst of tribulation, 

stand by me; (stand by me)    stand by me; (stand by me) 

when the storms of life are raging,   in the midst of tribulation, 

stand by me; (stand by me)    stand by me; (stand by me) 

When the world is tossing me,    When the host of hell assail, 

like a ship upon the sea,     and my strength begins to fail, 

thou who rulest wind and water,    thou who never lost a battle, 

stand by me. (stand by me)    stand by me (stand by me) 

 

3. In the midst of faults and failures,   4.  In the midst of persecution, 

stand by me; (stand by me)    stand by me; (stand by me) 

 in the midst of faults and failures,    in the midst of persecution, 

stand by me; (stand by me)    stand by me; (stand by me) 

When I’ve done the best I can,    When my foes in war array  

and my friends misunderstand,    undertake to stop my way, 

thou who knowest all about me,    thou who saved Paul and Silas, 

stand by me. (stand by me)    stand by me (stand by me) 



 

5. When I’m growing old and feeble, 

stand by me; (stand by me) 

 when I’m growing old and feeble, 

stand by me; (stand by me) 

When my life becomes a burden, 

and I’m nearing chilly Jordan, 

O thou Lily of the Valley, 

stand by me. (stand by me) 

 

Call to Worship (Gen 37, Ps 105, Rom 10)  

One: Rejoice in the Lord. Call on God’s holy name.  

Many: Give thanks to the Lord. Sing to our God with shouts of joy.  

One: Rejoice in the Lord. Proclaim God’s mighty works.  

Many: Give thanks to the Lord. Proclaim the miracles of God’s hands.  

One: Rejoice in the Lord. Trust in God’s saving love.  

Many: Give thanks to the Lord. Tell the wonders of God’s glory. 

 

Opening Prayer (Gen 37, Ps 105, Rom 10:15 (NRSV), Matt 14) 

Eternal God, in visions and dreams, your offer us hope for a new tomorrow. Amidst life’s 

storms and raging waters, be with us in our time of need. Reveal to us the great works we are 

capable of, that we may rise above our narrow purposes, and be of service to the world. Bless 

our journeys, that it may be said of us: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 

news!” 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC    “In Christ Alone” (Getty/Townsend) 

         Trio:  Donate Gardner, Rebecca Price, Jodie Morris 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Faithful One, reach out to us with your grace and mercy. 
Forgive us when we sink into sin, 
and when we too easily accept our shortcomings. 
Forgive us when we do not venture forth 
when you call us forward in faith. 
As we call upon your holy name, 
reclaim us with your mercy and grace, 
that we may be your children— 
forgiven, renewed, and emboldened 
in the greatness of your living faith. 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

 



 

 

* HYMN          “I Love to Tell the Story”      UMH 156 

1. I love to tell the story     Refrain 

of unseen things above,     I love to tell the story, 

of Jesus and his glory,     ‘twill be my theme in glory, 

of Jesus and his love.     To tell the old, old story 

I love to tell the story,     of Jesus and his love. 

because I know ’tis true; 

it satisfies my longings 

as nothing else can do. 

 

2. I love to tell the story;     3.  I love to tell the story; 

more wonderful it seems     ‘tis pleasant to repeat 

than all the golden fancies     what seems, each time I tell it, 

of all our golden dreams.     more wonderfully sweet. 

I love to tell the story,     I love to tell the story, 

it did so much for me;     for some have never heard 

and that is just the reason     the message of salvation 

I tell it now to thee.      From God’s own holy Word. 

Refrain       Refrain 

 

4. I love to tell the story, 

for those who know it best 

seem hungering and thirsting 

to hear it like the rest. 

And when, in scenes of glory, 

I sing the new, new song, 

’twill be the old, old story 

that I have loved so long. 

Refrain 

 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSONS   

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples.  

2Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.  

3Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.  

4Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually.  

5Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,  

6O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones.  

16When he summoned famine against the land, and broke every staff of bread,  



17he had sent a man ahead of them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave.  

18His feet were hurt with fetters, his neck was put in a collar of iron;  

19until what he had said came to pass, the word of the Lord kept testing him.  

20The king sent and released him; the ruler of the peoples set him free.  

21He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his possessions,  

22to instruct his officials at his pleasure, and to teach his elders wisdom.  

45that they might keep his statutes and observe his laws. Praise the Lord!  

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28  

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 2This is the story 
of the family of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his 
brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a 
bad report of them to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, 
because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4But when his 
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not 
speak peaceably to him.  

5Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. 6He said 
to them, “Listen to this dream that I dreamed. 7There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Suddenly 
my sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves gathered around it, and bowed down to my 
sheaf.” 8His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Are you indeed to have dominion 
over us?” So they hated him even more because of his dreams and his words. 9He had another 
dream, and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have had another dream: the sun, the moon, and 
eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his 
father rebuked him, and said to him, “What kind of dream is this that you have had? Shall we indeed 
come, I and your mother and your brothers, and bow to the ground before you?” 11So his brothers 
were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.  

12Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph, 
“Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, 
“Here I am.” 14So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and 
bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron. He came to Shechem, 15and a 
man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 16“I am seeking 
my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17The man said, “They 
have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’“ So Joseph went after his brothers, and 
found them at Dothan. 18They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they 
conspired to kill him. 19They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20Come now, let us kill 
him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we 
shall see what will become of his dreams.” 21But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their 
hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit 
here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him” —that he might rescue him out of their hand and 
restore him to his father.  

23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that 
he wore; 24and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 



25Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, 
with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26Then Judah 
said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell 
him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his 
brothers agreed. 28When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of 
the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.  

    

Sermon:   HOLDING ON TO YOUR DREAMS WHEN LIFE’S THE PITS              Rev. Shari McCourt 

 

I am so excited to have the opportunity to preach on this text today! How many of us know this 

story of Joseph and his coat of many colors? How many of you would list this story as one of your 

favorites? 

This story begins Genesis Chapter 37. Jacob is Joseph’s father. He is also called “Israel.”  He 

had Joseph when he was older. So, we imagine the father having more time with that son. The others 

were raised, and could work for the family. Joseph is the youngest of 12 sons. 

Jacob had a special coat made for Joseph with long sleeves. The long sleeves had 

significance for the sewing of the day as it would have been costly to have a coat made like that. We 

don’t know for certain about the many colors in the coat but the many colors would have indicated 

royalty and may have been made of the finest wool and or silk. I can’t tell you how many times I have 

listened to family stories to find the younger sibling highlighted as the possible favorite of one of the 

parents.  This is all too common. 

As we begin this story, Joseph snitched on his brothers.  We don’t what was said about the 

brothers but Joseph told on them. The text indicates a strong relationship between Joseph and his 

father Jacob, so much so that the brothers were jealous. Joseph had the gift of prophesy and vision 

much like his father.  Both of them had dreams. The gift of vision is a difficult spiritual gift for others to 

understand. Those that have the gift are often given a hard time, because it is assumed that the 

person is a gloom and doom person, or a “smarty pants”, or maybe just thought of as a not 

psychologically sound. Many times others are jealous of those who have the gift of vision. 

So there are many reasons to justify the brother’s feelings of jealousy. We can only wonder 

what caused Joseph to share his dreams in front of the brothers. Often someone who is 17 years old, 

blurts things out without thinking of the consequences. Their filter is in a developmental stage. We 

really don’t know what was taking place when this conversation was held. Maybe they were sitting 

around the table eating when Joseph decided to share more of it with his father for help with 

discernment, and the conversation was just over heard by the brothers. Or, Joseph could have 

wanted the attention as the younger brother instead of always just the “helper.” I wonder if it could 

have been a little bit of all of these things, because Joseph said, “Listen to this dream I dreamed.” 

He told of a prophesy of the sheaves or tall stalks of grain being bound together.  Joseph’s 

sheaf stood tall and the brothers gathered around him and bowed down to him. From the brother’s 

perspective, he does sound like a “smarty pants”. The brothers asked him if he saw himself reigning 

over them. To make matters worse, Joseph shared another dream about the sun, moon and eleven 

stars bowing down to him. Even his father called him on that dream, but his father understood his gift, 



and kept it the story of his dream in mind. Putting ourselves in the shoes of one of the brothers we 

might have wanted to squash him like a bug. 

So, the brothers took off to the pasture to work shepherding sheep, but they were not close 

they traveled at least 50 miles or more on foot. We can only imagine the conversation that the 

brothers had regarding Joseph. The father sent Joseph to check on the brothers, and the flock of 

sheep. Joseph could not find them, and asked around in various towns where they were. When the 

brothers saw Joseph coming they conspired to kill him. 

Reuben, the oldest, and the son with the original birthright, had lost his birthright.  This is an 

interesting side note.  Reuben advocated on Joseph’s behalf not to have him killed. Instead, he 

convinced them to throw Joseph in a pit, so that they might rescue him later, and bring him back to 

his father. 

The brothers stripped him of his coat, and threw him in an empty pit without water. They sat 

down and ate their lunch. Hey, not only were they able to get back at him, but they also believed that 

they had stopped the prophesy of his dreams.  Pretty cleaver! 

While enjoying their lunch, a caravan passed by, and they decided to sell their brother into 

slavery. They did not hurt him, but they smeared some blood on his coat and made it look like he had 

been attacked by wild animals. Joseph was sold for 20 pieces of silver, and taken to Egypt. This story 

had a range of emotions in it on all sides.  We see ridicule, betrayal, and jealousy. Any of these 

emotions of life can make our lives feel like we have been dumped in a pit or sold out for slavery into 

something that we do not desire. 

Our own lives are sometimes filled with ups and downs, that produce many questions. When 

we are young like Joseph we often have many dreams some come from a divine source or God and 

some dreams are of our own making. As we experience life as adults, many times, our dreams 

change. How many of you believe that your life has turned out just the way you thought it would? 

Yeah, for most of us it has taken different turns, from which, we have learned many lessons. 

So how do we hold onto our dreams when our lives are in the pits? Reading scripture and 

learning the wisdom from the matriarchs and patriarchs of the faith helps us to put life in perspective. 

When we think about those in our church, we see examples of people who have persevered with 

faith. We see examples of those who have stood strong when they also witnessed and experienced 

the human emotions that we listed. These are people who have stayed strong, when there have been 

severe challenges in their lives. When I have asked some of our long time members, how it is, that 

they have remained faithful to God in the midst of life’s challenges, they have advised, that when they 

looked around there was always someone whose pain was worse than theirs. Many have shared, that 

when they reach out to help someone else, their own suffering lessened.  

Those who are strong in their faith, are people who are most often serving Christ, through the 

church ministries and in the community. One of my favorite mentors, Dr. David Lowes Watson, told 

me that he, “could always tell when his Christian discipleship was off-- it was when was too focused 

on self, and he needed to get his hands dirty, and serve like Christ.” “Faith does not rely on knowing 

anything with certainty. It requires only the courage to accept that whatever happens is for the highest 

good.”  



by Dan Millman  

Let us pray. 

Dear God,  

You know me intimately. You know the hopes and dreams that we hold close and the talents we 

possess. You also know our flaws and errors—the places where we have stumbled.  Light our way 

with truth, and infuse our understanding with Your wisdom. We seek and accept Your guidance with 

all decisions. Help us to remain silent, and listen as You direct. Thank you, O Lord for your love and 

care of us. Amen 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD   

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 
 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                  UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Offering Prayer: 

Gracious God, your gifts are indeed great, your works a wonder to behold. 
We thank you for the gift of your amazing grace, as we return a portion of these gifts to you. 
Bless these gifts, that our giving may become a beautiful message of your love and grace. 
In Christ’s glorious name, we pray. Amen. 

* CLOSING HYMN      “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”                            UMH 569 

 

1. We’ve a story to tell to the nations,   Refrain 

that shall turn their hearts to the right,   For the darkness shall turn to dawning, 

a story of truth and mercy,     and the dawning to noonday bright; 

a story of peace and light,     and Christ’s great kingdom shall come on earth 

a story of peace and light.     The kingdom of love and light. 

 

2. We’ve a song to be sung to the nations,  3.  We’ve a message to give to the nations, 

that shall lift their hearts to the Lord,   that the Lord who reigneth above 

a song that shall conquer evil    hath sent us his Son to save us, 

and shatter the spear and sword,    and show is that God is love, 

and shatter the spear and sword.    And show is that God is love. 

Refrain       Refrain 

 

 



4. We’ve a Savior to show to the nations, 

who the path of sorrow hath trod, 

that all of the world’s great peoples 

might come to the truth of God, 

might come to the truth of God. 

Refrain 

 

* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

May we go forth in the hope of your dreams, O Lord. May we bring others to know the hope of your 

Son, Jesus. Amen. 

 

* POSTLUDE                           “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult” (Jude) 

 
 


