
 
 

           Johnsville United Methodist Church 
Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     October 11, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME     
                                                                                                                             
PRELUDE    “Marching to Zion” (Lowry) 
 
*Opening Hymn    “We Gather Together”      UMH131  

1. We gather together     2.  Beside us to guide us, 
to ask the Lord’s blessing;     our God with us joining, 
he chastens and hastens     ordaining, maintaining 
his will to make known.     His kingdom divine; 
The wicked oppressing     so from the beginning 
now cease from distressing.    The fight we were winning; 
Sing praises to his name;     thou, Lord, wast at our side, 
he forgets not his own.     All glory be thine! 

 
3. We all do extol thee, 
thou leader triumphant, 
and pray that thou still 
our defender wilt be. 
Let thy congregation 
escape tribulation; 

thy name be ever praised! 
O Lord, make us free! 

 



*Call to Worship:  (Exodus 32, Psalm 106)  

One: Come, let us put God in the center of our lives! 

Many: We rejoice in God’s steadfast love! 

One: Come, let our gentleness be a reflection of God’s love. 

Many: We give thanks for Christ’s enduring grace! 

One: Come, let us lay down our burdens and worries. 

Many: We offer our needs to God in prayer. 

One: Come, let us focus on what is honorable and true. 

Many: With hope, we turn now to God’s guiding word. 

*Opening Prayer (Psalm 106, Philippians 4)  

Most Holy God, we come into worship with thanksgiving and praise, but we also come 

before you with worries and doubts.  As we lay these burdens down, fill us with your Spirit 

and bless us with peace and joy.  Keep our minds in Christ Jesus, that we may remain 

focused on issues of justice and righteousness, love and grace.  In Christ’s name we pray.  

Amen. 

Special Music                     “I Found the Answer” (McGinty)             Glenn Patterson, soloist 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Teacher, Liberator, and Savior, we are in awe of your glorious presence. Your holy wisdom revives 

and enlightens us. Your vast power releases us from captivity and makes mountains smoke. Your 

salvation comes in knowing Jesus Christ and the power of the resurrection. Guide our words, 

meditations, and actions that all will be pleasing to you. Help us to remember that we are part of 

your family and should conduct ourselves accordingly. Forgive us when we stray from your love, 

and bring us back into the fold of your family. Place your healing on those that we love, those that 

we know, and those who are brothers and sisters in foreign lands. Send out your Holy Spirit that all 

may know your peace, love and hope through your son, Jesus who taught us to pray… 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 
*Hymn      “God Is So Good”      TFWS 2056  

1. God is so good,    2.  God cares for me,   
God is so good,    God cares for me,     
God is so good,    God cares for me,    
God’s so good to me.   God’s so good to me. 

3. God loves me so,    4.  God is so good, 
God loves me so,    God is so good, 
God loves me so,    God is so good, 
God’s so good to me.   God’s so good to me. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Psalm 100 



1Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  

2Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.  

3Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture.  

4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name.  

5For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.  

EPISTLE LESSON Philippians 4:6 

6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 

there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on 

doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of 

peace will be with you. 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon                                           “Come with Gladness”                                Rev. Shari McCourt 

When I was growing up living in my parent’s home, we had Mom and Dad’s Rules. Some of 

these rules were listed during family discussions, while others were implied. My Dad helped us to 

understand that HE was in charge. He claimed that it kept us all from being confused as to who was 

in charge. My mom teased him that he wore his supervisor button, as he bossed my brother, and me 

around, as he referred to as the “troops” from his days in military school. The implied rules meant, 

that you were going to be in trouble, if you thought differently that he did about things, and you didn’t 

always know what that was, but it would be very clear after you were in trouble. 

We all had chores, and they were expected to be completed without prompting. Mom and Dad 

felt as though, if you knew what you were supposed to do, and how to do it, then it was a no brainer! 

Do it! We were taught to work first, and play later. My parents felt very strongly, about what they 

called intrinsic reward system. This meant that you were not expected to get a lot of at-a-boys, or at-

a-girls. You were to feel good about a job well done. Service had its own sense of reward, and was 

done for the whole of the overall family. 

After a long day of school in the fall, after homework, we were expected to begin chores.  In 

the summertime, I worked in the fields on farms in our area starting at age 11, picking berries to earn 

the money for my school clothes; in our family, we were expected to begin our chores when we 

arrived home. I lived in the Pacific Northwest, so as fall approached it was dark early. By the time my 

chores were complete, it was usually dark, so I played in the dark, or stayed inside and started 

cooking dinner to help my mom, so that when she got home from work, dinner was almost ready. My 

dad was gone for weeks at a time with his job. He traveled over seven states, and 3 provinces in 

Canada. I loved my mom so much as I was growing up, and wanted to do extra work to help her. I 



cleaned the house, and made the grocery list. When I was older, I cooked much of the food we ate, 

did the dishes, washed and folded the clothes, weeded outside, and sometimes mowed the grass. 

There were other projects that my Dad had for me, while he was gone during the week. I learned that 

sense of satisfaction from a good days work. The smile on my Mom’s face was all I needed, when 

she came home to find a clean house, and dinner on the table. 

The core value we had, as a family, was to work for the overall good of the household. We 

were “family.” We worked together and we played together. When I came home, whether it was to 

house with everyone home, or an empty house waiting for all to come home, I felt loved, needs met, 

and wanted. The core value was that, I was valued, and belonged. 

The text from Philippians 4:1-9 contains instruction to stand firm, and prioritize our core values 

of the Christian faith in our individual, and communal life. We are to be of the same mind. This text 

follows last week’s text with a focus on having the “Mind of Christ.” This text reminds us to work 

together as one mind, one family, and one glory alone, and that is for Jesus’ glory. Philippians 4:9 

says, “Keep on doing the things that you have learned, and received, and heard and seen in me, and 

the God of peace will be upon you.” Many of us may claim to have learned from, our families, Sunday 

school, one another, including those who God placed in our paths, and the Bible. Our core values of 

the Christian faith might look something like this: 

Bible:  We believe the Bible was written by people inspired by God. Through the study of Scriptures, 

we are able to become wise for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. The Scriptures equip the 

person of God for every good work. (2 Timothy 3: 15-17) 

Church Family:  There is a richness of being part of a church family. Through our gifts of time, talent, 

and money we have an opportunity to work for the good of all.  (Galatians 6:10) 

Discipleship:  We strive to better love God and love our neighbor. People of all ages grow in faith by 

participating with others in small groups of prayer, study, worship, fellowship, and service. 

(Philippians 1:6) 

As these first three core values were read did you hear the words ‘work’ and ‘service’?  

Just like many of the families we grew up in, we are to work and serve together in this family for the 

glory of God. 

This text from Philippians inspires us to appreciate each person’s gifts and service.  

Evangelism:  We embrace the opportunity to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. Through our 

faith, witness and action, we proclaim, demonstrate, and spread the love of God to all. (Matthew 28: 

19-20) Above the door in St. Paul, it states, as you leave, “You are now entering the mission field.” 

When we realize what a wonderful family we have not only do we want to work together and love 

each other, but we want to share the love of Jesus Christ with our in our Heavenly Father’s name. 

Extravagant Hospitality:  We provide a welcoming environment where we receive and care for all 

who enter our doors, or join us virtually, so together we may discover the richness of life in Christ. 

(Hebrews 13:2) 



Missions:  We seek to be the hands, and feet of Jesus, continuing his work in this world in our local 

community and beyond. (James 2:18) We seek to make disciples for Jesus Christ in the world. 

Prayer:  Prayer, as a means of grace, is a direct and trusted communication with God.  Through 

prayer, we praise and thank God for God’s love and mercy, confess our sins and seek God’s will for 

our lives. (Philippians 4:6) 

Unity-We Are One:  We are a family of faith welcoming all persons as children of God.  We respect a 

diversity of individuals, and ideals that work in harmony to promote one body of Christ.  (Galatians 

3:28) 

Worship:  We come together to praise God and to encounter and proclaim the good news of the 

gospel.  We experience the power of the Holy Spirit and partake of the sacraments through a variety 

of worship styles. (Psalm 100)  

Psalm 100 

“1Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  2Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his 
presence with singing.  3Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his 
people, and the sheep of his pasture. 4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him, bless his name.  5For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and 
his faithfulness to all generations.” 

The more we understand our purpose together, the more we come with gladness to worship our God 
the God who calls into oneness through God’s son Jesus. 

When I was growing up our family was far from perfect, there were times of great challenge, 
struggle, and conflict like most families. There were times that we spoke words to one another that 
should never have been spoken to anyone, let alone those that we loved so deeply. As I have 
matured, I understand that a little conflict is good once in a while. It means that people care, deeply. A 
little conflict is a sign of passion. It is how it is handled that is important. Sometimes we have to agree 
to disagree, keeping respect for each person as they are a child of God. In the midst of passion we 
worry, and get angry. Our text from Philippians 4:6-9 says, “6 Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  
7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.  8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  9Keep on doing the things that you have learned 
and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.” We as Johnsville 
and St. Paul United Methodist Churches have the privilege of serving, working and loving one another 
as Christ loves us. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD                 
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 



* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
*Offering Prayer  
Loving God, we gather before you as a grateful people, but also as a longing people. We see your 
hopes for us and for our world—hopes of freedom, gladness, sweetness and righteousness—and yet 
we yearn to do our part.  May our lives and our gifts help people find your house of love and hope. 
Amen. 
        
*Closing Hymn              “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”     UMH 160 

1. Rejoice, ye pure in heart,    Refrain 
rejoice, give thanks and sing;    Rejoice (Rejoice), 
your glorious banner wave on high,   Rejoice (Rejoice), 
the cross of Christ your King.    Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
 

2. Your clear hosannas raise,    3.  Yes, on through life’s long path, 
and alleluias loud;      still chanting as ye go; 
whilst answering echoes upward float,   from youth to age, by night and day, 
like wreaths of incense cloud.    In gladness and in woe. 

Refrain       Refrain 

4. At last the march shall end;    5.  Praise God who reigns on high, 
the wearied ones shall rest;    the Lord whom we adore, 
the pilgrims find their heavenly home,   the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Jerusalem the blest.      One God forevermore. 

Refrain       Refrain 

* BENEDICTION 

May we go forth living the core values of our faith in Jesus Christ.  Loving all in Jesus name that they 

make come to know Him.                                                                                                                              

 

* POSTLUDE                                   “God Be With You ‘Til We Meet Again” (Tomer)                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


