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Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
October 18, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE                                       “May the Mind of Christ My Savior” (Wilkinson)                                                                                         

 
OPENING HYMN      “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”   UMH 160 
 

1. Rejoice, ye pure in heart,    Refrain 
rejoice, give thanks and sing;   Rejoice, (Rejoice), 
your glorious banner wave on high,  Rejoice, (Rejoice), 
the cross of Christ your King.   Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
 

2. Your clear hosannas raise,    3.  Yes, on through life’s long path, 
and alleluias loud;     still chanting as ye go; 
whilst answering echoes upward float,  from youth to age, by night and day, 
like wreaths of incense cloud.   In gladness and in woe. 
Refrain      Refrain 
 

4. At last the march shall end;   5.  Praise God who reigns on high, 
the wearied ones shall rest;   the Lord whom we adore, 
the pilgrims find their heavenly home,  the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Jerusalem the blest.     One God forevermore. 
Refrain      Refrain 



*CALL TO WORSHIP    
   Leader: Praise the Lord.  Give thanks for God’s goodness.    

    People: God’s steadfast endures forever. 

 Leader: Happy are those who observe justice, who do righteous at all times.  

 People: Save us, O Lord, and gather us from among the nations, that we may give 
thanks to your holy name, and glory in your praise. 

 Leader: Come and worship God!  

*OPENING PRAYER  

Gracious God, when the world’s political noise is turned up high, we come not to escape, but 
to seek wisdom, and to focus on things that are worthy.  Dial down the distractions in our 
minds.  Tune our senses to your word and our hearts to your praise.  In your holy name we 
pray.  Amen. 

Special Music   “You Brought Us Out” (Gaither/McGuire)       Sherry Hohl, soloist 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious Loving God, we come before you now seeking renewal in you and your Son, Jesus. There 
are times that we walk about in this world and feel a little beat up, and neglected. There are times 
that we lose sight of your grace and glory. Forgive us for being slaves to the distractions of this 
world. Wash us clean in your Holy Spirit, and renew us. Place belief in the places of our hearts that 
contain unbelief. Place your healing touch on us and on those who are suffering any ill of mind, 
body, or soul. We thank you and praise your holy name that you are our God and we are your 
people. We pray these things in the name of your son Jesus who taught his disciples to pray by 
saying… 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

HYMN                                         “He Has Made Me Glad”  TFWS 2270 

1. I will enter his gates with thanksgiving    
in my heart, I will enter his courts with praise.   
I will say, “This is the day that the Lord has made.”      
I will rejoice, for he has made me glad.  
 
Refrain  
He has made me glad, he has made me glad. 
I will rejoice, for he has made me glad. 
He has made me glad, he has made me glad. 
I will rejoice, for he has made me glad. 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS        Gospel Lesson: Matthew 22:1-14 
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.  



3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come.  

4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding banquet.’  

5But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business,  

6while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.  

7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then 
he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.  

9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’  

10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so 
the wedding hall was filled with guests.  

11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe,  

12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was 
speechless.  

13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him  

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  

14For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Epistle Lesson:  Philippians 4:1-9 

1Therefore, my brothers and sisters,* whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the 
Lord in this way, my beloved.  

2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 

 3Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion,* help these women, for they have struggled beside me 
in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in 
the book of life.  

4 Rejoice* in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.*  

5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.  

6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God.  

7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.  

8 Finally, beloved,* whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about* these things.  
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9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the 
God of peace will be with you.  

Sermon:    “Peace in the Mindset of Christ”    Pastor Shari McCourt  

Paul is such an interesting person. He is attributed with writing our text from this morning’s 
reading from Philippians chapter four. As many of us remember, Paul is a very important writer of the 
Bible. According to writings in the New Testament, and prior to his conversion, Paul was dedicated to 
persecuting the early disciples of Jesus in the area of Jerusalem. In the Book of the Acts, Paul was 
traveling on the road from Jerusalem to Damascus on a mission to "arrest the disciples and bring 
them back to Jerusalem," when the resurrected Jesus appeared to him in a great light. He was struck 
blind, but after three days his sight was restored by Ananias of Damascus, and Paul began to preach 
that Jesus of Nazareth is the Jewish Messiah and the Son of God. Approximately half of the book of 
Acts deals with Paul's life, and works. Fourteen of the twenty-seven books in the New Testament, 
have traditionally been attributed to Paul. Seven of the epistles are undisputed by scholars as being 
authentic, with varying degrees of argument about the remainder.  

Paul has several “faces” which are evident in his epistles. For example, there is “Paul, the 
theologian.”  You can see Paul’s very logical reasoning in the Book of Romans, as he meticulously 
works his way through the doctrine of salvation. In 1 Corinthians, for example, we see “Paul, the 
troubleshooter.” As Paul writes to the Corinthians, he deals with questions they have asked him, and 
with the problems he has discerned through his communication with others. In 1 and 2 Timothy and 
Titus, we see a very “fatherly Paul.” Here, Paul is a mentor, giving wise counsel to younger men in 
ministry. In Galatians, we find a very different Paul, who speaks like a warrior.” The Paul of 
Philippians is even more different. Paul is upbeat, and joyful. It is difficult to believe, because Paul is 
not writing from the penthouse of a fancy hotel; he is writing from a prison cell. Paul is waiting for his 
trial, and his future is uncertain. He may have even face execution.  

Paul is writing to the churches to answer the questions that they have or to help them 
understand better ways. At the time of this writing, Paul has only one person whom he can trust to 
send to Philippi—Timothy—who will seek the Philippians’ best interests, rather than his own. In spite 
of these circumstances, Paul was jubilant, joyful, and optimistic. Paul was addressing some kind of 
disagreement between two women. We do not have any historical evidence as to what the reason is 
as to their disagreement. We only read that Paul, addressed it in a different manner than his usual. 
He is not patronizing, or condescending to them because they are women. Paul was gentle, kind and 
looked for unity, and treated them, and their faith walk with respect. He talked to them about handling 
their disagreement with not one over the other, but with the mind of Christ. 

In my practice of ministry, I prefer not to take a vote in committee work, but instead to work 
towards consensus. In this way there are no winners or losers, but instead oneness in Christ. The 
church in Philippi, seemed to be a congregation of people that had strong faith.  This text is a 
conclusion to his letter to them affirming their faith and giftedness. This letter could have been written 
to us. 

I was talking to two sisters one day. The one was not well and the other was there visiting. 
They had a slight misunderstanding. I asked them how in their seventy some years as sisters, and 
best friends, did they work out their differences? They answered in unison. We pray about it, just like 
we will pray about this misunderstanding together. We will ask to have the mind of Christ to see 
things as He sees things. Then we are quiet, so that in our prayers, He can speak to us without 
interruption. She continued to explain, that when they were still and quiet it helped to remove their 
own egos out of the way, so that they could be at peace with Christ’s will for them. The one sister 
shared that when they both began to hear the words from the song that learned in Sunday school so 
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long ago, that they were on the same page. They often shared in unison a heart-felt apology for any 
misunderstanding, and listen to the other with a heart full of love for the other. In no time, the matter 
was settled.  

This sounds so wonderful, but is often not that easy for many of us. The difference with the 
sisters was a trust that they had not only with one another, but also a trust in God through Jesus 
Christ. It is a trust in the mindset of Jesus. That trust leads us to a joy that is like non-other. VS 4-5 
says, “Rejoice, in the Lord always; again I will say rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone, 
the Lord is near.” The sisters modeled such gentleness with one another. 

The statement regarding their egos amazed me. Neither of them seemed to have large egos, 
they seemed very humble, and yet they named the very ill that is at the root of many disputes. Ego is 
not who we are it is a shadow side of ourselves that is often let loose when we are fearful of losing 
something or to someone. When we realign our desires toward the will of God it takes away the 
worry. VS 6 “Don’t worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”  

When I visit people in the hospital, I often ask if I may pray with them. One of the things I pray 
for is healing, the healing that has already come, and claiming in the name of Jesus, that healing that 
is to come. I give thanks and praise to God for what will come. This type of prayer is prayer by faith. It 
is a prayer without worry. It is a prayer with faith alone. Prayers with faith, give us peace in all 
situations even when the outcome is not what we might have chosen, if we were in charge of it all. VS 
7 is one of my favorites especially when I sing it. “And the peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 

A few years ago when, I was away in Arizona at the Boundless Compassion Institute, Joyce 
Rupp had us pray each morning and evening for peace for ourselves, those present, others in the 
world and for the earth where we live. This guided meditation had all of us so peaceful, that even 
when I returned to my room to deal with difficult matters of work, or family, I was able to easily let go 
of frustrations in order not to lose sleep. 

The last portion of this reading is the keep on, keeping on. It is affirmation for the church in 
Philippi. “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things.  9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.” Your challenge this week 
is to take this text, and pray through it, challenging yourself to a new sense of peace, mind-set and 
oneness in Christ. Amen. 

OFFERTORY  

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 

 



* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Offering Prayer  
O God, creator of all that we have and all that we are, no one can utter all your mighty deeds 
or declare all your praise.  Yet accept these gifts, we pray, both as tools of the work of the 
gospel and as signs of our pledge to be coworkers in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

 
* Closing Hymn   “We Are God’s People”                                        TFWS 2220  

1. We are God’s people,    2.  We are God’s loved ones, 
the chosen of the Lord,    the Bride of Christ, our Lord, 
born of the Spirit,     for we have known it, 
established by the Word.    The love of God outpoured. 
Our cornerstone is Christ alone,   Now let is learn how to return 
and strong in Christ we stand;   the gift of love once given; 
O let us live transparently and walk  O let us share each joy and care 
heart to heart and hand in hand.   And live with a zeal that pleases heaven. 
 

3. We are the body     4.  We are a temple, 
of which the Lord is Head,    the Spirit’s dwelling place, 
called to obey Christ,    formed in great weakness, 
now risen from the dead.    A cup to hold God’s grace. 
God wills us be a family    We die alone, for on its own 
diverse, yet truly one;    each ember loses fire; 
O let us give our gifts to God   yet joined in one the flame burns on 
and so shall God’s work on earth be done. To give warmth and light and to inspire. 
             

* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus, from this day forward and forevermore. Amen. 
 

* POSTLUDE             “O How He Loves You and Me” (Kaiser)                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


