
 
 Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     October 25, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE         “You Are My Hiding Place” 
                                                                                                                             
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
*Opening Hymn        “The Care the Eagle Gives Her Young”          UMH 118 

1. The care the eagle gives her young,  2.  As when the time to venture comes,   
safe in her lofty nest,    she stirs them out to flight, 
is like the tender love of God   so we are pressed to boldly try, 
for us made manifest.    To strive for daring height. 

 
3. And if we flutter helplessly, 

as fledgling eagles fall, 
beneath us lift God’s mighty wings 

to bear us, one and all. 
 

*Call to Worship:    (Matthew 22) 

   Leader: People of God, whom do you love?   

    People: We love the Lord, our God, with all our heart, soul, and mind. 

 Leader: People of God, whom do you love?  

 People: We love our neighbors even as we love ourselves. 



 Leader: People of God, whom do you love? 

 People: We love the One who calls us and completes us in holy love.  

*OPENING PRAYER  (Matthew 22)   

 Eternal God, your patient love is like a mighty glacier, slowly pushing aside all that 
stands before it.  Be patient with us as we learn to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  
For we carry deep wounds and ugly scars from offering love to those who would hurt us.  
Nurture us in your healing love, that we may be known as a people whose love for others 
knows no bounds, and whose fear holds no sway, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen 

Special Music          “Standing in the Need of Prayer” (African American Spiritual)   
Seth Hensch, soloist  

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Lead us home, O God, when we wander lost in the wilderness of our own making. Like errant 
children, we stray from the safety of our heavenly parent. We hear your voice calling, but go our own 
way. We remember your teachings, but instead follow foolish desires and whims of our hearts. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us home, where we will follow your paths, and do the work you have 
for us. Heal your people, provide justice for your people, make the path straight for us to find you 
home. We pray all this in Jesus name who taught his disciples to pray by saying… 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

*Hymn      “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”            UMH 557  

1. Blest be the tie that binds   2.  Before our Father’s throne 
our hearts in Christian love;   we pour our ardent prayers; 
the fellowship of kindred minds   our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
is like to that above.     Our comforts and our cares. 

3. We share each other’s woes,   4.  When we asunder part, 
our mutual burdens bear;    it gives us inward pain; 
and often for each other flows   but we shall still be joined in heart, 
the sympathizing tear.    And hope to meet again. 

Scripture Readings 

Psalm 90  

1Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.  

2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God.  

3You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”  

4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night.  



5You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning;  

6in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.  

7For we are consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed.  

8You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance.  

9For all our days pass away under your wrath; our years come to an end like a sigh.  

10The days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; even then their span is 
only toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.  

11Who considers the power of your anger? Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you.  

12So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.  

13Turn, O Lord! How long? Have compassion on your servants!  

14Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  

15Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us, and as many years as we have seen evil.  

16Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children.  

17Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands— O prosper 
the work of our hands!     

Epistle Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

2You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain,  

2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we 
had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition.  

3For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery,  

4but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so 
we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts.  

5As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for 
greed;  

6nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others,  

7though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a 
nurse tenderly caring for her own children.  

8So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.  



Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:     “So Where Is Your Dwelling Place?”     Rev. Shari McCourt 

Recently I talked to a man who was talking about his life and what all it meant to him. The man 

is 97 years young and just as with it. The man shared his story with me. He was the youngest of 15 

children. He said that he had the best mom and dad anyone could have ever wanted. His parents 

taught him, and his siblings how to take care of themselves. The lived on a big farm, so his mom and 

dad were always with him. They spent special time with each one of the kids. He said, that they did 

not have everything in the world, but they had everything they could possibly need. He said that they 

always had food to eat. His mom was the best cook. If he got hurt, they all worked so well together 

that someone was always there to help him care for himself or clean a wound. He said, not only did 

they have food to eat, and a place to live, but his mom and dad taught, him, and his brothers, and 

sisters to pray. What he called, real prayers.  Those are the prayers, that we say when truly talk to our 

best friend, or our loving parent. He said, “really what more could I have asked for in life?’ He said, 

“but there was even more.” 

He married a girl from his home town, one from a good family, not rich but good people. He 

and his wife had 6 children. He told me what each of his children did for a living. He said, that what 

they do for a living is not as important as who they are in the family of God. The man claimed to have 

a wonderful life. He traveled all over the world. He served his country. He shared how wonderful it 

has all been. He told me that he did not want to give the wrong impression. He and his wife had their 

struggles. They had endured their trials in life. 

The most difficult trial was when one of their sons was killed at age 45 by a drunk driver. He 

said that they never drank. He was the one who had to claim his son’s body.  When he saw what was 

left of his car. He cried all of the way home, but that is life.  It is full of ups, and downs, and trials, that 

often test our faith. 

I asked him how he and his wife coped with the death of their son. The man looked at me with 

the most sincere eyes and said, “I had the best mom, and dad anyone could ever have.” They taught 

me how to pray and prayed daily. He said that the one thing he understood most of all growing up 

was that not only the church but also in their home they were taught to dwell in the house of the Lord. 

Their home was also the Lord’s house and everything they had, and the each breath of life that they 

breathed was a gift from the Lord. Any challenge in life was a gift from God to help them to grow 

closer in their faith. He said, “No matter where we went in this world or not in this world, my family will 

dwell in the house of the Lord.” 

The man shared that he knew that his illness was very serious, and although he would never 

give up a moment of the life that God has given him, that when it is his time, he would be ready to 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever; and be with his family which is also God’s family.  I asked the 

man if he was ever angry with God for taking his son. He said, it hurt more than anything he could 

ever imagine but he could not be angry with God. God loaned me his son to raise with God’s help. 

And God called him back home in God’s time. The man sat with so much wisdom. 



With tearful eyes he said, “How could I ever be angry with my best friend, who loved me so 

much, that he forgave me of my sin, and sent his only son to die for my sake and my salvation.  I will 

always miss my son, but nothing will separate me from my God, whose act of love for me, besides 

caring for me, is also forgiveness.” 

Psalms speak to most people when we understand that they are the oldest text we have of 

God’s word. They express every kind of human emotion from praise, thanksgiving, and love, to anger 

towards God, and betrayal. The man’s favorite Psalm is Psalm 90 that we read this morning. May we 

find our Lord, and Savior our dwelling place.  Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
                  
OFFERTORY  
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Offering Prayer  
Receive our gifts and ourselves, O God, so that we may be faithful instruments of good news 
and the witness of our church be fruitful with your help.  Amen. 

* Closing Hymn       “Pass It On”           UMH 572 

1. It only takes a spark     2.  What a wondrous time is spring, 
to get a fire going,      when all the trees are budding, 
and soon all those around     the birds begin to sing, 
can warm up in its glowing.    The flowers start their blooming.  
That’s how it is with God’s love    That’s how it is with God’s love 
once you’ve experienced it;    once you’ve experienced it; 
you spread his love to everyone;    you want to sing, it’s fresh like spring, 
you want to pass it on.     You want to pass it on. 
 

3. I wish for you, my friend, 
the happiness that I’ve found; 

you can depend on him, 
it matters not where you’re bound. 
I’ll shout it from the mountaintop; 

I want my world to know; 
the Lord of love has come to me, 

I want to pass it on. 
 



* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

May we be God’s people who live in the Spirit of Jesus and pass on the Spirit of Jesus to all we 

meet. May we live in the Spirit of Jesus all the days of our life. May we dwell in His Peace in the 

name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

* POSTLUDE                                   “Amen, Amen” (African American Spiritual)                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 


