
           
 Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     November 1, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE                  “Come, We That Love the Lord” (Watts)                                                                                                               
 

WELCOME                                                                                                                                 
 

OPENING HYMN       “For All the Saints”     UMH 711 
 

1. For all the saints,     2.  Thou wast their rock, 
who from their labors rest,    their fortress and their might; 
who thee by faith     thou, Lord, their captain 
before the world confessed,   in the well-fought fight; 
thy name, O Jesus,     thou, in the darkness  
be forever blest.      Drear, their one true light. 
Refrain      Refrain 
Alleluia, Alleluia!     Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
3. O may thy soldiers,    4.  O blest communion, 
faithful, true, and bold,    fellowship divine! 
fight as the saints     We feebly struggle, 
who nobly fought of old,    they in glory shine; 
and win with them     yet all are one 
the victor’s crown of gold.    In thee, for all are thine. 
Refrain      Refrain 
Alleluia, Alleluia!     Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 



5. And when the strife    6.  From earth’s wide bounds, 
is fierce, the warfare long,    from ocean’s farthest coast, 
steals on the ear     through gates of pearl 
the distant triumph song,    streams in the countless host, 
and hearts are brave    singing to Father, 
again, and arms are strong.   Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Refrain      Refrain 
Alleluia, Alleluia!     Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP          BOW 414  

    Leader: Grace to you and peace from God who is, and was, and is to come.  Amen.  

    People:  And from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the first born of the dead, and ruler 

of kings on earth.  Amen. 

 Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints.   

*Opening Prayer            UMH 713 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship, in the 

mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord. Grant us grace so to follow your holy saints in all 

virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those unspeakable joys, which you have 

prepared for those who sincerely love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Special Music    “Amazing Grace” (Trad. American melody)  
                               Presented by a small group of the Children’s Chorus of Carroll County 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
A Litany for the Church and for the World        BOW 495 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, almighty God,  

That all who confess your name may be united in your truth, 

Live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.   Silent prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and all of the nations,  

In the ways of justice and peace;  

That we may honor one another and serve the common good.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  Silent prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,  

That we may use its resources rightly  



In the service of others and to your honor and glory.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  Silent prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours,  

And grant that we may serve Christ in them,  

And love one another as Christ loves us.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.   Silent prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit;  

Give them courage and hope in their troubles,  

And bring them the joy of your salvation.  

Lord, in you mercy, hear our prayer.  Silent prayer.  

We commend to your mercy all who have died,  

That your will for them may be fulfilled;  

And we pray that we may share with all your saints  

In your eternal kingdom.  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  Silent prayer. 

We offer these prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray by saying…   

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

**SONG OF PRAISE     “Give Thanks”               TFWS 2036   

Give thanks with a grateful heart,   And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; 

give thanks to the Holy One,   let the poor say, “I am rich  

give thanks because he’s    because of what the Lord has done for us.” 

given Jesus Christ his Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart,   And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; 

give thanks to the Holy One,   let the poor say, “I am rich 

give thanks because he’s    because of what the Lord has done for us.” 

given Jesus Christ his Son.   (Repeat once from beginning) 

Give thanks. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 



*Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 5:1-12  

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. a 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4‘Blessed are those who mourn, 

for they will be comforted. 5‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6‘Blessed are those 

who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will 

receive mercy. 8‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9‘Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they will be called children of God. 10‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 

you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. b 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Leader: The Word of God for the people of God. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON      “Blessed Be the Saints”         Pastor Shari McCourt 

November first is All Saints day. That is today!   

So what is all the fuss about saints anyway? Saints are people living with us or have come before us 

that inspire, us to live out our Christian discipleship.  United Methodists don’t have official saints, but 

we recognize saints of other denominations as well as what are considered “living saints.” The word 

“saint” comes from the Latin term sanctus which means “holy one.”   United Methodists and most 

Christian denominations do not believe that saints are worshiped in anyway.   

Saints are recognized as inspirations for living godly lives. Other religions have people who are 

recognized, similar to the way we recognize saints, such as Buddha, Muhammad, and Confucius. 

When we talk about saints in the church, we are most often referring to Christian saints.   

Throughout the Christian church history saints are people who were martyrs, bishops, monks, 

scholars, miracles-workers and other faith heroes. The earliest Christian writings call all believers 

saints. All Saint’s Day is a day to remember the whole company of Christians of every time and place.  

H. L. Hickman claims that “saint” refers to Christians collectively.” He said, “We are made saints 

(meaning holy), not because of our moral or spiritual attainments, but by the free gift of God in Jesus 

Christ.” It is through our baptism or initiation into God’s family and the resurrection of Jesus the 

Christ, that we are connected to all of God’s family.  In our Eucharistic liturgy we pray, “And so, with 

your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn.” Hickman confirms that even when we are alone, and “no one is visible with us in our daily 
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prayer, we are invisibly joined by the community of saints.” In the Apostles’ Creed we affirm, “the 

communion of saints.” All Saint’s Day reminds us of loved ones who have gone before us.  

On this day we give thanks, and praise to God for the lives of those who were placed in our 

lives to love us, and help us on our spiritual journey. We also celebrate the lives of the everyday 

saints who live among us; who inspire us in our Christian walk. You may be sitting next to an 

everyday saint. Today is a good day to share with the everyday saints of your life how they have 

inspired you, and been a blessings to you. It is customary to say a special prayer in thanksgiving to 

God for these special people. It is often the everyday saints of our lives who teach us by their actions, 

how to live as Jesus taught the disciples to live out their Christian discipleship. We read this in the 

sacred scripture we call the BIBLE.   

When Jesus was speaking in this morning’s gospel text, he was primarily talking to his 

disciples.  This text does not begin with a caution or a scolding, but instead a pronouncement of 

God’s blessing. We have to read this text with some sense of historical context, or we might believe 

that Jesus reprimanded the disciples. When Jesus said, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is 

the kingdom of God. ‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. ‘Blessed are you 

who weep now, for you will laugh. ‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude 

you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man.” 

Unless we remember where the disciples were in the social structure that they were in, we 

might miss the point. They had the ruling class, which was the 3 to 5% of the population, and the 

haves. 97 to 95% were in the lower class, and were the have nots. The governing class: merchants, 

and retainers, and priests did better than most, but did not have much themselves. The peasants 

were in abject poverty, but lower yet were the peasants, artisans, and then unclean, degraded, and 

worst of all the expendables. The blessings Jesus shared with the disciples were blessings indeed, 

because they were poor, hungry and hated because they were of such lower class.  Jesus 

pronouncement does not idealize or glorify poverty, but instead declared God’s commitment to the 

poor, and announced the reversal that will be in God’s kingdom.   

 Jesus’ teachings were scandalous, because they reversed all of the social ills of anytime. In 

Christ’s kingdom, those who suffer from oppression of any kind, will be set free. The poor will be 

redeemed!  The hungry will be fed, and those who weep will laugh!  Hunger and weeping are 

characteristics of poverty which are not made glamorous in this text. The early Christians were often 

despised, hated, and excluded, or disowned by their own families. They were born Jewish not 

Christians!  At least that is the way the families looked at it.   

 The gospel of Luke is dedicated to the warnings or woes of the judgment of God, if we don’t 

share our wealth. This is a warning to those with an abundance of material possessions, that they 

may become distracted from holy living. Often those that “have” get preoccupied with their things, and 

forget about living out our discipleship in ways that are signs of God’s kingdom to come. This is a 

warning to give up enough of your abundance, that it is no longer an impediment to our discipleship. 



The woe of laughter is directed to those who are so busy having a good time that they don’t know, 

and don’t care about the priorities of the Kingdom of God.   

The final woe addressed those who would “have” only been viewed so high up in the social 

order, as to not get their hands dirty with caring for the lower class. John Wesley instructed that 

everyone should know poor people. When we read this passage, it should remind us to look for 

blessings, and to live as blessings for other people.  The beatitudes use the language of blessing that 

keeps us focused on the Kingdom of God that, will come on earth as it is in heaven.   

Our everyday saints, who are so special to us, remind us of God’s blessing, and give us a 

glimpse as to what the Kingdom of God will look like. In these very congregation, I have heard stories 

of everyday saints who work at their discipleship in such a way, that they portray signs of reversals of 

God’s kingdom. Both congregations have people who have lived through very difficult hardships, and 

never gave up hope that God is the source of all blessings. Some have advocated for their children, 

and other people’s children in such a way, that the children will have the opportunity for inclusive 

education. There are folks in this congregation, who have shared their abundance to help the poor, as 

a sign of the reversal in God’s pronouncement of blessings for the poor. I have heard stories of 

people who have stayed with those in need, until they were able to care for themselves. We are in 

good company this morning!  We are in the midst of everyday saints!   

Our challenge this week is to write a note, or text, or email, and say a prayer for an everyday 

saint whom our Lord used to inspire your life. Prayerfully, affirm one of the Lord’s everyday saints. 

Even saints sinned at one time, or another, but through our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ we are 

made clean and holy. Here the good news, people of God, and be thankful for the grace and 

blessings from our Lord through Jesus the Christ.  Amen.   

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
                  
OFFERTORY  
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville  

United Methodist Church, 11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 
 



Offering Prayer  
O God, creator of all that we have and all that we are, no one can utter all your mighty deeds 
or declare all your praise.  Yet accept these gifts, we pray, both as tools of the work of the 
gospel, and as signs of our pledge to be coworkers in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

Since this is All Saint’s Sunday, let us have a special prayer remembering the everyday saints who 
have gone before us in this past year. 

Gracious Lord, 

Renew our communion with all your saints, especially those who we name before you -- 

Dorothy Lease 

Triva Gilsan 

Werner Fitschen 

Nancy May Watts 

And the names of persons who are not mentioned out loud but are on our hearts. 

We give you thanks Lord for those that we love but, see no more. We are grateful for the ways, that 

you have used your everyday saints to teach, and inspire us on our spiritual journey. We thank you 

for everything about them has helped to shape us into who You call us to be today.  

We thank you that through the love of your son Jesus we remain connect in love. 

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, strengthen us to run with perseverance 

the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith. By your Spirit 

make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes 

in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is your 

almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

* CLOSING HYMNN     “Rejoice in the Saints”                   UMH 708     

1. Rejoice in God’s saints,    2.  Some march with events 
today and all days;     to turn them God’s way; 
a world without saints    some need to withdraw, 
forgets how to praise.    The better to pray. 
Their faith in acquiring    Some carry the gospel 
the habit of prayer,     through fire and through flood; 
their depth of adoring,    our world is their parish; 
Lord, help us to share.    Their purpose is God. 
 



 
3. Rejoice in those saints,    4.  Rejoice in God’s saints, 
unpraised and unknown,    today and all days; 
who bear someone’s cross    a world without saints 
or shoulder their own.    forgets how to praise. 
They shame our complaining,   In loving, in living, 
our comforts, our cares;    they prove it is true: 
what patience in caring,    the way of self-giving, 
what courage, is theirs!    Lord, leads us to you. 
 

* BENEDICTION  

May we go forth inspired by the Spirit of God present in all of the Lord’s everyday saints. As we have 

been blessed, may we live as blessings to others in Jesus name. Amen.                                                                                                                             

 

* POSTLUDE                           “Celebrate Love” (Hanson) 

 

 
 


