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Reflection - November 2020 
 

Some people come into our lives and leave footprints on our hearts  
and we are never the same.   (Flavia Weedn) 

 
When November arrives, a surge of gratitude comes with it. I relish the thin veil of the 
Celtic tradition assuring us that the ancestors will approach close by on the eve of October 
31st.  The feast of All Saints on the following day also invites us to connect with people of 
the past whose presence has touched our lives. Whether recognized by the official Church 
or not, these remarkable "saints" influenced our lives and left their mark on our hearts.    
 
As happens now with easy access to the Internet, the above quote of Flavia Weedn has 
some valuable pieces missing.  Here is the more inspiring version: “Some people come 
into our lives and quickly go. Some people stay for awhile, and move our souls to dance. 
They awaken us to a new understanding with the passing whisper of their wisdom. Some 
people make the sky more beautiful to gaze upon. They stay in our lives for awhile, leave 
footprints on our hearts, and we are never, ever the same.”  
 
Since my twenties, I’ve been aware that who I am becoming evolves largely due to people 
who step onto my path long enough to encourage my growth in a particular way. In the 
past, some have been relatives. Others were strangers. Some visitors have names I no 
longer remember. And then there are people who come easily to mind. What have they 
imprinted on my heart? Here are a few of the many gifts that provide purpose and direction 



for my life: generosity with time and presence, the activation of compassion, trust in my 
writing ability, access to inner resilience during difficult situations, relishing nature as a 
place to meet the Holy, and choosing to live more contemplatively.  
 
What about you?  For whom do you give thanks? Whose footprints have influenced your 
path of life?  How have they done so? Whether young or old, if you allow yourself some 
quiet time to reflect on what inspires you to grow and share your best, I am confident you 
will recover memories of persons whose presence assisted your personal transformation.  
 
Here is my Thanksgiving prayer this year: 
                                                 
Beloved Presence on my path of life,  
thank you for the footprints left on my heart: 
the soft and gentle ones that brought comfort, 
the deep and lasting ones of enduring friendship, 
the lightly passing ones conveying kindness, 
the heavy ones causing necessary change, 
and the impressionable footprints swept away by time. 
Even though lost, forgotten, or not recognized,  
these visitors have led me to live more fully 
the innate goodness residing deep within me. 
How grateful I am. 
 
Abundant peace, 
 
Joyce Rupp 

 

 

 

     CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS 

This year the church has been asked to help make a happy Christmas for kids.  We have 

partnered with the Glade Valley Community Services to sponsor 4 children this holiday season.  

Since we are not meeting in person each Sunday, meeting the needs of these children will be 

undertaken differently.  Each child will need the following: 

1 outfit (usually top and bottom or dress and tights) 

1 outfit (casual such as sweats and top)  

Hat and gloves 

Underwear (diapers) and socks (we do not ask for shoes) 

2 toys 



Instead of asking for members to pick items to supply, we are asking for monetary donations so 

a group can do the shopping.  You can send donations to the church mailing address. 

Johnsville United Methodist 

Kids Christmas 

11106 Green Valley Road 

Union Bridge, MD  21791 

Please help us make some children very happy this year.  They are counting on us. 

 

St. Paul UMC is selling Gift Cards.  The order deadline is Sunday, November 22, 2020.  

Attached is a Gift Card order form.  If you have any questions, please contact Barbara Misenar 

at 410-635-2470.  You may mail your order form and checks to the church at St. Paul UMC, 

P.O. Box 250, New Windsor, MD 21776. 

St. Paul UMC is selling Butter Braids.  This year, there is an online link to order directly.  

Orders will be distributed by a drive through pick up.  Those who order will be notified to sign up 

for a pickup time.  Questions?  Call Larry Thompson at 410-259-4766.  Click this link, then click 

on Church S to take you to the online store and order form.  

https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/6639cf48-3fb2-4642-85d0-e0bf13b7f51c 

Johnsville UMC is hosting a Walk Through Holiday Bake Shop on Saturday, November 21 from 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Cakes, candies, cookies and pies will be available for purchase.  Cash or 

checks only, please.  Held at Johnsville UMC, 11106 Green Mill Road (Route 75), Union Bridge, 

MD.  Please call 410-775-7217 for more information.  

 
 

 Safety for Heidi and Todd 

 Francis Moats  

 Mike Lehman continued prayers for healing  

 Mike Luers  

 Louise Grabill  

 Patsy Eyler  

 Mack Warren – Praise be to God for Mack’s continued healing and progress.  Keep those 
prayers coming.  

 Harrison Warren, brother of Mack – continued prayers for healing. 

https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/6639cf48-3fb2-4642-85d0-e0bf13b7f51c


 Susie Chause – prayers for healing 

 McKenna Black – continued prayers for healing 

 Pam Bailey – sister of Wayne Trout 

 Bill Hamrick 

 Greg Miller – for healing. 

 Pastor Lane for continued healing. 

 All those affected by the wildfires burning rampant on the west coast. 

 Peace for the unrest in our world. 

 Joyce King 

 Dean Ridgely for healing 

 Pat Yeardon for healing 

 Bernice Richburg for healing 

 Kitty Metcalf  

 Joey Veidler 

 Brantley Hess – recovery for healing following surgery and fighting leukemia 

 Joan Dankert 

 Dempsey Price 

 Larry Thompson-hip 

 Suzie Keckert 

 Joe Cavanaugh III 

 Jean Fitchen and Family- for Werner's passing 

 Edna McNemar – for healing 


