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Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     November 15, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE          “Soon and Very Soon” (Crouch) 
                                                                                                                           
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
OPENING HYMN  

 HYMN         “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                              UMH 206 

1. I want to walk as a child of the light.  Refrain 
I want to follow Jesus.    In him there is no darkness at all. 
God set the stars     The night and the day are both alike. 
to give light to the world.    The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
The star of my life is Jesus.   Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

2. I want to see the brightness of God.  3.  I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 
I want to look at Jesus.    I want to be with Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness,   When we have run 
shine on my path,     with patience the race, 
and show me the way to the Father.  We shall know the joy of Jesus.  
Refrain      Refrain 

*CALL TO WORSHIP BOW 450 

    Leader:  The is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  



    People: This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

 Leader: The hour is coming, and now is, when true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. 

*OPENING PRAYER (1Thessalonians 5, Matthew 25) 

God of light and love, help us walk in your light and live in your love.  Open our eyes, to see 

your face in everyone we meet.  Open our ears to hear your call as You speak and call us to 

serve.  Open our minds to understand your word and your truth this day.  Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me” (Afro-American Spiritual) 
       Seth Hench, soloist 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Gracious Lord, our Greatest Good and our Living Source—whether in safety or in risk, whether the 
path is well lit or in shadow, shelter us when encounter approval of face insult—we look to you for 
guidance. Some of us seek to understand death, loss, and suffering of our world. Some of seek to 
know what to do with the many gifts you have given us. Help us turn to you, trusting that you will 
answer us with your mercy, salvation, and your joy. We ask that you would be with all who are in 
need of your healing touch, and peace. Be with leaders all over the world, that they will lead 
according to your will with peace, mercy and justice. We pray all these things in Jesus name who 
taught his disciples to pray by saying… 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

HYMN                          “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”    UMH 301 

1. Jesus, keep me near the cross;                              Refrain 
there a precious fountain,                                       In the cross, in the cross, 
free to all, a healing stream,                                   be my glory ever, 
flows from Calvary’s mountain.                              Till my raptured soul shall find 
Refrain                                                                    rest beyond the river. 
 

2. Near the cross, a trembling soul,       3.  Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
love and mercy found me;        bring its scenes before me; 
there the bright and morning star       help me walk from day to day 
sheds its beams around me.       With its shadow o’er me. 
Refrain          Refrain 

 

4.Near the cross I’ll watch and wait, 
hoping, trusting ever, 

till I reach the golden strand 
just beyond the river. 

Refrain 
  



SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Epistle Lesson: 1 Thessalonians5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 
written to you.  

2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  

3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as 
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!  

4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief;  

5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.  

6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;  

7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night.  

8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for 
a helmet the hope of salvation.  

9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.  

11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.  

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 25:14-30 

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to 
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.  

Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, 
and made five more talents.  

In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.  

But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money.  

After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.  

Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 

 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  

And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’  

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  



Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you 
were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed;  

so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 

 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave!  

You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?  

Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest.  

So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.  

For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;  

but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 

 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 

Sermon  “Homecoming”                                  Pastor Shari McCourt 

It is interesting that today is “Homecoming Sunday” in many churches across our country.  Due 

to the current effects of COVID-19, many churches will open for the first time, while others will be 

closing again, while many others have remained closed. The celebration of homecoming, and its 

meaning, may need to shift. Homecoming may need to be focused on the homecoming of our hearts 

to God. 

Today’s theme from Matthew 25:14-30 has a homecoming theme to it. The story begins with 

Jesus sharing this parable. So this master was going on a journey, and he wanted his slaves to watch 

over his land and property. The master distributed his moneys which were called talents. A talent is a 

large sum of money equal to the wages of a day laborer’s pay for 15 years. That is not chump 

change! The master gave one laborer 5 talents and to another 2 talents, and to another 1 talent. Each 

one was given according to his ability. Then the lord set off on his journey. The one who received 5 

talents went off, and traded with them, and made 5 more talents. He did not do to badly for himself. 

The one who received 2 did the same thing and double the investment, but the one who received only 

1 talent went off and buried his in a hole in the ground, and hid the master’s talent. 

After a long while, the master finally came back and wanted to settle things up with the slaves. 

Naturally the master called the one he had invested 5 talents with first. Mr. Five, told the master that 

he not only had his 5 talents, but he also invested them well, and doubled the amount. The master 

was very happy, and thanked him saying, “well done good and faithful servant.  Since you have been 

trust worthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of much more things.  Enter into the joy of the 

master.”  The slave who received 2 talents came forward to the master who said, “Well done good 

and faithful servant.  Since you have been trust worthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 

much more things.  Enter into the joy of the master.”   

Then it was time for the slave who received only 1 talent to come forward. I imagine this slave 

to look much like the Cowardly lion from the Wizard of OZ. The slave said, “Master, I knew you were 

a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 

can have what is yours.” The master was upset and disappointed! He told him that he was lazy, and 



wicked! The master expressed being falsely accused of sowing where he did not sow, and reaping 

where he did he did not scatter. The master told him that he should have invested the money, so that 

upon his return it would have gathered interest. The master took the talent from him, and had him 

cast out into outer darkness, where there would be wailing and gnashing of teeth. I always hate the 

wailing and gnashing of teeth! 

I think it is interesting that the word “talent” is used. For us we could interchange the word 

“talent” with the “spiritual gifts” we have been given by our Lord and master, it might take on a more 

practical meaning for us. Today we need to think of our spiritual gifts, and what we have done with 

them. Have you invested them well? Have you acted on the leap of faith that it takes in order to invest 

what the Lord has given you? How many of you feel as though maybe you buried your talents in a 

hole in the ground? A mark of Christian discipleship is taking a leap of faith to go where God calls us 

to serve even, if we are not as comfortable, as we might like to be.   

One the most sad visits I have had was with a man who was too afraid of using his “talents,” 

and spiritual gifts all of his life, until they were taken from him due to poor health, and he related his 

life to the slave with one talent. His unworthiness kept him from being all that God called him to be, 

until it was too late. 

As we wait for Christ to come again as mysteriously as Christ came the first time in the infant 

child, we are instructed in today’s text as well as many other texts to invest our talents/spiritual gifts in 

God’s mission to gather together all of God’s children back into one family--God’s family! Welcome 

home to God’s family where the common goal is to have our Master say to us “Well done good and 

faithful servant!” 

It is not how much you have, or how many talents or gifts you have been given, but what you 

do with what you are given, that makes the mark of a faithful disciple. Perseverance is not enough for 

discipleship. It takes putting our gifts into action to attend to God’s mission. The Lord has given each 

of us talents/spiritual gifts to be used for the glory of Jesus Christ.  

Together we are called to cloth the naked, feed the hungry, provide shelter, and heal the sick. 

If we do not use our talents/spiritual gifts we will lose them. It is in serving that we meet the Spirit of 

Christ in the eyes of those in which we are called into ministry to and with. Don’t we all want to be 

welcomed home, when it is our time, and to hear the Master say, well done, good and faithful 

servant”? 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
OFFERTORY  
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 



* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Offering Prayer  
God of light and love, receive these gifts, meager though they may be. Enrich our lives with 

your love, that we may enrich your world with love constantly shared.  Bless and guide our 

paths, that we may hear those words: “We done, good and trustworthy servant; enter into the 

joy of your master!”  Amen. 

* Closing Hymn:   “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service”          UMH 581  

1. Lord, whose love through humble service  2.  Still your children wander homeless; 
bore the weight of human need,    still the hungry cry for bread; 
who upon the cross, forsaken,    still the captives long for freedom; 
offered mercy’s perfect deed:    still in grief we mourn our dead. 
we, your servants, bring the worship   As, O Lord, your deep compassion 
not of voice alone, but heart,    healed the sick and freed the soul, 
consecrating to your purpose    use the love your Spirit kindles 
every gift that you impart.     Still to save and make us whole. 

 

3. As we worship, grant us vision,    4.  Call by worship to your service, 
till your love’s revealing light    forth in your dear name we go 
in its height and depth and greatness   to the child, the youth, the aged, 
dawns upon our quickened sight,    love in living deeds to show; 
making known the needs and burdens   hope and health, good will and comfort, 
your compassion bids us bear,    counsel, aid, and peace we give, 
stirring us to tireless striving    that your servants, Lord in freedom 
your abundant life to share.    May your mercy know, and live. 

 
* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Let us spend some time this week, praying about how the Lord would have us use the gifts and 

talents that we have been given. Let us trust that the Holy Sprit will guide us, and go in the peace of 

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

* POSTLUDE                           “When We All Get to Heaven”                                                                                                                               

 

*GOING FORTH AS NEIGHBORHOOD MISSIONARIES 

 

 

 
 


