
 
 Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     November 8, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE        “I Am Bound for the Promised Land”  
                                                                                                                             
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
OPENING HYMN    “Stand Up and Bless the Lord”      UMH 662 

1. Stand up and bless the Lord,   2.  Though high above all praise, 

ye people of his choice;    above all blessing high, 

stand up and bless the Lord your God  who would not fear his holy name, 

with heart and soul and voice.   And laud and magnify? 

3. O for the living flame    4.  God is our strength and song, 

from his own altar brought,    and his salvation ours; 

to touch our lips, our minds inspire,  then be his love in Christ proclaimed 

and wing to heaven our thought!   With all our ransomed powers. 

5. Stand up and 

bless the Lord; 

the Lord your God adore; 

stand up and bless 

his glorious name, 

henceforth forevermore. 



*CALL TO WORSHIP (Matthew 25)  

   Leader: It is time to wake up, for God is about to surprise us.   

    People: It is time to prepare, for God’s love is about to change the world. 

 Leader: It is time to get ready, for God needs us to proclaim the good news.  

 People: It is time to start planning, for God’s invitation will fill our church. 

 Leader: It is time to worship, for God is here now!  

*OPENING PRAYER   (Joshua 24, Matthew 25) 

God of Mystery, we want to stay awake and be ready for your surprises, but we are tired and 

overcome with the usual routine.  We want to wait patiently for the fulfillment of your kingdom, 

but we are frustrated by our need for immediate gratification.  We want to believe your 

promises from ancient days, but we are overwhelmed with postmodern doubts.  Come to us 

again, O God.  Awaken us with your unexpected grace.  Shock us with your daring mercy.  Lift 

us up from lethargy and set our feet on your path once more. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “O Come to the Altar” (Elevation Music)         Wayne Trout, soloist 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Holy One, so many times we live our lives according to our “to do” lists, as if we are in charge. We 
forget, that we are to live for You, and we live because of You. We are so busy with the illusion of 
what we think is important, that all we have to offer You is a big fat—not much! Forgive us when all 
we offer You is our second best selves. Forgive us when we are so preoccupied with ourselves that 
we forget your children who are in need. We ask now that you send your Spirit to them that they will 
come to know your love, and help us to be better instruments of your compassion, justice, joy, 
unconditional love, and peace. O Lord be with those who suffer this day, who are ill, who lack hope, 
who are oppressed, and who struggle from addiction. We thank you that through Your son, Jesus we 
may become one, and have new life through Him. We thank you Lord for all that you do for us. Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

 HYMN                             “Near to the Heart of God”    UMH 472 

1. There is a place of quiet rest,                               Refrain 
near to the heart of God;                                         O Jesus, blest Redeemer,        
a place where sin cannot molest,                               sent from the heart of God, 
near to the heart of God.                                                      hold us who wait before thee 

                                                                                near to the heart of God. 
      
      2. There is a place of comfort sweet,                  3.  There is a place of full release,       
           near to the heart of God;               near to the heart of God;        
           a place where we our Savior meet,             a place where all is joy and peace, 
           near to the heart of God.     Near to the heart of God. 



           Refrain       Refrain 
  

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Epistle Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters,* about those who have died,* so 
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.  

14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have died.*  

15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord,  

will by no means precede those who have died.* 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with 
the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first.  

17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord for ever.  

18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 25:1-13 

Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.  

Ten bridesmaids* took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.*  

2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 
with them;  

4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept.  

6But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.”  

7Then all those bridesmaids* got up and trimmed their lamps.  

8The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.”  

9But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the 
dealers and buy some for yourselves.”  

10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into 
the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  

11Later the other bridesmaids* came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.”  

12But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour.* 

Sermon    “Keep Your Lamps Lit and Live Ready”                  Pastor Shari McCourt 

How many of you, when you were a kid, had to do chores? What kind of chores did you have 

to do? Did any of you have to do chores that were in preparation of something to come, or something 
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else that had to be done? What did you have to do? What consequences did you have, if you did not 

get your chores completed? 

My Mom and Dad were different one from another. My Mom would be so disappointed with me 

if I forgot to do something, or I just did not do it, that she would turn on her heal and walk off from me. 

If I tried to talk to her when she was mad at me, she would not even look at me.  She might even turn 

her head from me. 

I hated being shunned!  It made me feel like nothing. 

My Dad traveled a lot when I was a kid. He was not home with us during the week, and often 

came home suddenly and unexpected. Dad had a different way of dealing with me when I did not do 

my chores. Dad would clean my clock! He would tear me limb from limb and chew both of my ears off 

at once. Well, it felt like that when I was a kid. Many of us may have had similar experiences. It 

sounds like most of us learned that we better attend to our tasks. These lessons prepared us for this 

spiritual lesson. 

In today’s text from Matthew, is all about attending to the tasks of our Heavenly Parent. The 

story always seems like a strange one, when we are reading through Matthew, and find this story of 

the ten bridesmaids. In truth, it is much like many of the other stories surrounding this one, that refer 

to keeping ourselves prepared, and being ready at any moment. Jesus uses this parable in the 

middle of parables, that we all might relate to much better than this one and yet we all relate to 

different things.  Don’t we? 

Jesus was trying to describe what the Kingdom of Heaven is like. He described ten 

bridesmaids. Five who were foolish and five who were wise. The foolish bridesmaids only packed 

enough oil in their lamps to wait for the wedding, and the wedding itself.  There was no extra oil. The 

wise bridesmaids packed enough oil for the wait, the wedding, and beyond. They had waited for quite 

a while, it was a long time before the groom came, and so they all fell asleep. The foolish bridesmaids 

commanded to the wise ones to share what they had, but the wise ones, told the foolish, that there 

would not be enough for both of them. The wise suggested to the foolish, that they set out to buy 

more oil for their lamps.  

While the foolish were gone, the bride groom arrived and called those who were ready into the 

banquet. When the foolish bridesmaids returned, they called out, “Lord, Lord, open to us.” But he 

replied, “Truly, I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day not 

the hour.” 

This parable is instruction to keep ourselves ready for the Kingdom of God to come on earth as 

it is in Heaven at any moment. The bridegroom is Christ coming again. This parable is different than 

the others, because when we take the time to truly look at it, we notice these things. When we attend 

most weddings, we wear our best clothes, we are on our best behavior, and we give our best as a gift 

to the bride and groom. We never give our leftovers to the bride and groom. 

In our Christian practice, we often do not use our best manners, or put on our best, and we 

offer up to God our leftovers. We give back to Christ’s service, what is left over from the time we 

have, from doing our work, and our play. We are much like the foolish bridesmaids, because we give 



God our fatigue, our whining, and the time we have left, after everything else. It is kind of sorry, isn’t 

it? 

Today’s warning is one that reminds us, that we may not be recognized by Christ, if we do not 

practice our Christian discipleship with the giving of our best.  Jesus may not know our name, if we do 

not call upon His name in our service to Him, and form a relationship with Him. He is the one whose 

death on the cross, and becoming first born of the dead through the resurrection, initiated God’s 

Kingdom on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

We need to be ready at any moment for Christ to come again, as mysteriously as Christ came 

the first time in the small helpless infant child called Jesus. We need to keep our lamps lit, and be 

ready to attend the Heavenly banquet to celebrate the fact that Jesus Christ is Lord of all. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD  
 
OFFERTORY  
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville  

United Methodist Church, 11106 Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Offering Prayer  
We dedicate these gifts to you, Generous God, even as we dedicate our lives to you.  Keep us true to 

our promise, that we may witness to you with all that we are, and all that we do.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN     “When We All Get to Heaven”                   UMH 701 

1. Sing the wondrous love of Jesus;   Refrain 
sing his mercy and his grace.    When we all get to heaven, 
In the mansions bright and blessed   what a day of rejoicing that will be! 
he’ll prepare for us a place.    When we all see Jesus, 

           we’ll sing and shout the victory! 
 
2. While we walk the pilgrim pathway,   3.  Let is then be true and faithful, 
clouds will overspread the sky;    trusting, serving every day; 
but when traveling days are over,    just one glimpse of him on glory 
not a shadow, not a sigh.     Will the toils of life repay. 

 Refrain       Refrain 

 
 



4. Onward to the prize before us! 
Soon his beauty we’ll behold; 

soon the pearly gates will open; 
we shall tread the streets of gold. 

Refrain 
 
* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Let us live our lives ready at any moment for Christ to come again. Let us live the walk and talk the 

talk of servants of Jesus the Christ! Go in His peace! Amen. 

 

* POSTLUDE                                 “Jesus Is Coming Again” (Peterson)                                                                                                                           

 

*GOING FORTH AS NEIGHBORHOOD MISSIONARIES 

 
 


